St Alban's Academy
Newsletter - December 2013
Best Wishes for a Season Full of Celebrations
Kheer ayaan idin rajeeynayaa Iyo dabaaldag aad u weyn
Christmas Message from the Editor
"Here at St Alban's Academy, we value all the faiths and belief systems of our Students and staff; that may
or may not involve God.
We recognise that all beliefs have, as well as rituals: rules, spiritual and moral codes for guidance towards
an inclusive, tolerant and prosperous life.
We are also aware that our parents and members of our Community have their own occasions and reasons
for celebration.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all the best for all that you are celebrating this Season and the
coming year".

St Alban’s Academy Visit the Royal Shakespeare Company
The following is taken from the RSC website: A group of students from
Birmingham have created their own work in response to the ‘In Stitches’ costume
exhibitions.
The fifteen students, aged 14 and 15, attend St Alban’s Academy in the Highgate
area of Birmingham and are working towards their Textile GCSE.
The students created their own pieces of costume in response to ‘As You Like It’,
supported by designer Lily Arnold whose work with the RSC includes the Young
People's Shakespeare productions of The Taming of the Shrew and King Lear.
The project began on 15 July when the students visited the RSC to meet Lily and to
visit the exhibitions. For most of the students this was their first visit to Stratfordupon-Avon and the RSC.
Lily gave a fascinating presentation about designing for
theatre and set a challenge for each student to create a collar out of paper in
5 minutes. Following a look round the exhibitions, the group took part in a
workshop with Miles Tandy from our Education Department to introduce them
to some of the themes, characters and speeches in ‘As You Like It’.
The project continued in September when the students came to see ‘As You
Like It’ in the Royal Shakespeare Theatre. They then worked with Lily and their
art teacher Mrs Moore to create a headpiece or collar for a character of their
choice from ‘As You Like It’. The students returned to Stratford on 10
December to celebrate the opening of an exhibition of their work called ‘All
Sewn Up’. The work will be displayed in the Swan Bar through the winter.
Christmas Message from the Principal
“I write at a time when many of us are looking forward to Christmas. Aside from the secular and commercial
aspects, the Christmas story remains very special to many people, not just to Christians.
There are many reasons why Christmas is still relevant in the modern world.
It is relevant because it is about the birth of a child; Jesus was born a human baby. We relive
that moment every time a new baby is born with God only knows what potential and what
unique contribution to make to the future of mankind. It is an on-going miracle of creation that
touches all our lives.
It is relevant today because, Christians believe, Jesus came to save the world, to bring light to
our darkness. It is relevant because, Christians believe, the world still needs saving; there are
still dark places; Jesus is still with us to help us.
The enduring message of Christmas is about joy, love, peace and goodwill. It is a celebration
of life and in particular the daily miracle of childbirth.
When Jesus was born in a stable to save the world the angel said:
Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people.

Anti-Bullying Week: 18th-22nd November
Anti-Bullying week aimed to educate everyone about bullying and what
to do if you are being bullied. The Sisters Club and two of our new sixth
form students, Joseph and Ryan, prepared moving assemblies for all
year groups that provided the opportunity for everyone to examine their
daily actions towards others. Around school were images of successful
and famous people who had been bullied in the past, with quotes from
them as well as from the Bible and Qur'an. These were constant
reminders of how we should all
become strong and good individuals.
The week concluded with students and staff wearing their own ties
to show they were making a stand against bullying. Pupils also wrote
anti-bullying pledges for how they will make St Alban’s Academy a
better place, such as: "Smile at someone different every day”,
“Stand up for those being picked on”, “Treat others the way you want
to be treated” and “Be strong it will get better".

Royal Shakespeare Company
St. Alban's Academy is currently partnered with Stratford's Royal Shakespeare Theatre. As part of this
three year programme, selected Key Stage 3 students
visited the theatre at Stratford on 12th November to
watch David Tennant (former Doctor Who) perform
the lead role in Richard II. The students were allowed
to wear their own clothes but dressed up very
smartly for this exciting event and were a credit to
themselves and the academy. Later that week the
performance was streamed live to every Key Stage 3
classroom, and students participated in a question
and answer session with David Tennant and the
company's artistic director Gregory Doran. Local news
teams captured this ambitious work and interviewed
Phil Malkin, Head of the English department, about
the project's huge impact on the academy's students. Jacqui O'Hanlon, Director of Education at the
RSC wrote to thank us and said she was 'enormously impressed by the students; their engagement and
the process of developing questions to put to David Tennant'.
In an associated activity, our Year 11 Art students have been invited to exhibit their work in the
theatre as part of the ‘In Stitches’ costume design exhibition.
Please refer to our front page article for more information. There are photos and an RSC write up of
the eventhere: http://www.rsc.org.uk/education/how-our-work-makes-a-difference/in-stitchesproject.aspx

Photos by Lucy Barriball

Dates For Your Diary
Monday 23rd December to Monday 6th January - Academy closed for Christmas holiday
Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th January - Academy closed for students (staff training)
Thursday 9th January - Students return to the Academy at usual time

Skills Galore!
A group of Year 11 students visited the Birmingham Skills
Show at the NEC in November and had their eyes opened to
the world of work and the skills required in different
industries.
Students moved from the engineering behind a Formula 1
car to the construction of a Spaghetti Tower in IT and
Business to web design and the world of virtual experiences
in Hospitality and Catering to the architecture of stained
glass windows.
They had five halls full of employers, colleges and training
providers to explore.
Students had the opportunity to try out activities related to
the many of the careers displayed and talk to careers professionals about their choices for the future.
Cars were sat in, biscuits iced, towers built, virtual snowboarding experienced, web pages designed,
serviettes folded, food tested, competitions observed and many lessons learned.
Thank you to South & City College for providing transport and free packed lunches.

A Warm Welcome To Miss Caines
Hello Everyone at St Alban’s Academy,
My Name is Miss Caines and I am the new Support and Learning Manager for Key Stage 3. I have been at
the Academy for four weeks now and it has been a very good start. Slowly but
surely I am getting to know all staff and students and have met a few parents too
and the welcome has been wonderful!
I have an extensive background of supporting vulnerable and homeless young
people from different communities up to the age of 25 and understand the
challenges and rewards that they experience during their lives. I now have taken
the path of being part of preventing the cycle of homelessness and reinforcing
how beneficial and important education is.
I am extremely passionate about supporting all of our students on the road to
University and into established careers.
If you see me then please do not be shy and just say Hi!
Let us make this year an amazing year for all.
Thank you.

St Alban’s Academy Sixth Form Open Evening

Medical Issues

Year 11 and Year 10 students from St Alban's and
other schools are welcome to find out more about
our sixth form at 5pm on 22nd January. There will be
opportunities to meet with other students and
teachers as well as to see round our award winning
new building.
The sixth form opened in September this year amidst
great anticipation and has gone from strength to
strength. Sixth form prefects have been appointed and will take up their duties
next term. Year 12 students are now supporting younger students in Maths,
English and Science. The enrichment programme has developed a wide range of
skills in students. Teachers have been impressed by the enthusiasm and
determination of our students during the term and are confident that the
students efforts will meet with their just
rewards. Next term will see sixth formers
develop their leadership qualities in the
Academy Council and their public speaking in
debating competitions.
We look forward to seeing all those curious to
know more about our sixth form at our Open
Evening at 5pm, Wednesday 22nd January.
Please see the Academy website or contact us
below for a prospectus and application form.
If you have any questions, please email us at sixthform@stalbansacademy.org.

If your child is
asthmatic, please
make sure that they
bring a spare inhaler
to their student
services.
We will
keep it
safe for
your
child so
that they always have
access to a working
inhaler at school.
Please do not leave
their only inhaler at
school. Just bring a
spare incase of
emergency.
Many thanks,
Debbie Whitehouse
(PA to Mrs E.Clewlow)

Scientist Of The Month
Chien-Shiung Wu
Chien-Shiung Wu (1912-1997) was born in Taicang in Jiangsu Province. She
was brought up in Liuhe, a small town in Taicang about 40 miles from Shanghai. Her father, Wu Zhongyi, was a proponent of gender equality and he founded the Mingde Women’s Vocational Continuing School.
Wu left her hometown at the age of 11 to go to the Suzhou Women’s Normal
School. She was a physicist with expertise in the techniques of experimental
physics and radioactivity. She worked on the Manhattan Project, helping to
develop the process for separating uranium metal into the U-235 and U-238
isotopes by gaseous diffusion. Wu later performed the Wu experiment, which
contradicted the “Law of Conservation of Parity” and which confirmed the
theories of her colleagues. Her honorary nicknames include the “First Lady of
Physics”, the “Chinese Marie Curie” and “Madame Wu”.

Reccomended Read
Rat Runners by Oisin McGann
Four young criminals are employed to steal a mysterious box from
the daughter of a dead scientist. They have to follow her, bug her
phone, hack her computer and search her home, all without her knowing.
But "WatchWorld" run the city now. On every street are cameras, X-ray scanners,
microphones. Terrifying Safe-Guards can see through walls, hear your heartbeat, analyse
the smell of your sweat. Nimmo, Scope, Manikin and FX are soon caught in a maze of
deception, treachery and murder...will they make it out of the rat-runs alive?
Mrs. Butler

Dyscalculia Awareness
The DfE defines dyscalculia as: 'A condition that affects the
ability to acquire arithmetical skills.’
Dyscalculic learners may have difficulty understanding simple
number concepts, lack an intuitive grasp of numbers and have
problems learning number facts and procedures. Even if they
produce a correct answer or use a correct method they may do
so mechanically and without confidence.'
Dyscalculia is like dyslexia for numbers. But unlike dyslexia,
very little is known about its prevalence, causes or treatment.
Current thinking suggests that it is a congenital condition,
caused by the abnormal functioning of a specific area of the
brain. People with dyscalculia experience great difficulty with
the most basic aspects of numbers and arithmetic.
For more information please go to the link below;

http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/about-dyslexia/schools-collegesand-universities/dyscalculia.html
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Conybere Street
Highgate
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B12 0YH
Tel: 0121 446 1300
Email: info@stalbansacademy.org
Website: www.stalbansacademy.org

A parent’s chance to speak
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

Maths Puzzle
Too much money from the Bank
With no money on her, Rachel went
to the bank to cash a cheque for a
whole number of pounds so that she
could buy a Christmas present for her
friend. However, distracted by the
Christmas lights outside, she didn't
check what the cashier gave her. He
had, in fact, reversed the two digits.
She just put the money straight into
her bag.
After she had bought the gift (which
cost £18) she found she had twice as
much cash as she asked to take out of
the bank.
How much had she wanted to take
out?

