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St Alban’s Academy ranked number one in the country for value added maths!
St Albans Academy waxaa uu ka galay wadanka darajada kowaad marka lagu daro qiimeynta xisaabta

Principal’s Message
The latest published government statistics show that:
82% of our students achieved grade A*-C in maths
They made more progress in maths than students in any other school in England
St Alban's is in the top 6% of all English schools for the progress of students in all subjects
We are in the top 108 schools in the country for the progress made by students eligible for
the pupil premium
How is this possible?
It is possible because we have very able students and outstanding teachers who are totally
committed to making the most of their God given talents. They do this for themselves and for
their families but also to help make the world a better place.
It is possible because our students and their parents understand that they have a lot of ground
to make up:
"
to catch up with students at the top schools
"
to achieve great GCSE results
"
to study A levels and other level three qualifications
"
to go on to university and the career of their choice
It is possible because our students, parents and teachers know that this is a
long hard road and that climbing the mountain to university requires faith
and determination. They accept that to achieve their goals our students have
to work harder, behave better and make faster progress than students in
other schools.

UK needs more female engineers
The UK needs more than 150,000 engineers each year
until 2020 to meet industry demands and too many
people, especially girls, dismiss engineering and
construction as dirty, boring or not for them.
We took Year 10 and 11 girls to a fact finding event at
Aston University to meet women engineers of all ages
from a wide range of backgrounds and career routes.
Their achievements amazed us. They are designing
tunnels to improve the underground system in London,
developing new road infrastructure around new
housing and retail developments, designing systems to cope with flooding, and much more.
Some of the engineers had studied at university entering their profession at graduate level but others had
joined companies as apprentices working and studying their way into senior positions.
We learned that girls achieve better science results at GCSE than boys but fewer girls take science and
maths at A level. The industry is crying out for women to join them so we must encourage our young
women to at least consider this innovative career.

Apprenticeships: a real choice!
The government is pumping record amounts of money into
apprenticeship programmes as many sectors need skilled
young people to join them.
Apprenticeships are not an easy option. Students accessing
programmes will study to level 3 and beyond with many
progressing to foundation and full degree level.
Apprentices work hard both at university and the workplace
and will achieve relevant qualifications for their chosen
apprenticeship.
Advanced and Higher apprenticeships take 2-4 years to
complete and equip apprentices with essential skills and
experience enabling them to progress in the career of their
choice.
Students
earn
a
minimum of £95 a week and many large employers are
paying over £200 a week. All college/university costs
are paid and students can look forward to a bright future.
Employers and apprenticeship providers joined Year 11
in January in an event exploring how apprenticeships are
now a viable choice and in some cases a pathway to
university!

Sports news
St Alban's sports teams have had a successful term, winning several major competitions. The Year 10 boys
rowed their team to victory and won the Birmingham Winter Games
competition, with Bilal Hamaamin coming first out of all the
competitors! An excellent achievement. The Year 10 girls rowing team
should also be congratulated, as they came second in the competition.
In a recent collegiate netball tournament, the Year 10 girls' team put
in a great performance and came first overall. The Year 7/8 team also
did well and placed 2nd. There has been a huge improvement since
the team first formed and it is great to see them working together as
a team and winning matches. Well done to Lamiece Malik and Attia
Begum who were the top scorers in the tournament. There was also
success in a recent trampolining competition, with St Alban’s coming
first place. Well done to all those students who were involved. Your
continuing commitment and determination to succeed made all this
possible.

Business is the order of the day
Our Year 12 level 3 business group embarked on an enterprise project
as part of their course, 'Dreams to Reality’.
During Super Learning Day they worked with a regional manager from
“UpRising” a ventures project working with talented young people,
equipping them with the skills, knowledge and confidence to
transform communities for the better.
Students worked on
their business idea - a
football tournament
for KS3 students which
they
ran
successfully this term. They explored how business can
help society and practised interviewing, presenting and
organising amongst other skills. The group have since
presented their ideas to the Director for Post 16
Progression here in the academy who agreed to sponsor
the event.
The event itself consisted of a Key Stage 3 knock-out football
tournament, which took place over 2 evenings after school. The
event was a huge success and enjoyed by all. At the last count
the group had raised £123.50 for the British Red Cross Syria
Appeal. Well done to all involved and congratulations to the
winning team and man of the match, Dontay Smith. The
enterprise students are pictured with the winning team."
The Year 12 Students said: "It has been a great experience
getting to work with all the Key Stage 3 students and we would
like to thank everyone who donated".

St Alban’s Academy wins award for architecture

2013 Year 11 leavers’ celebration
Most of our ex-students and current Sixth
formers, who completed their GCSEs in the
summer, joined us to celebrate their great
successes and catch up with old friends.
Students collected their GCSE certificates and
many were presented with awards from
departments for outstanding work and
commitment in those subjects.

10 lucky students, the top 5 for attainment and
the top 5 for progress were presented with
Marshall Wace bursaries from ARK Schools worth
£100 each.
It was lovely to see our young people again and
to hear how they are faring in their further
studies.

Students rewarded - Alton Towers
On Thursday the 27th March, 84 students were taken to The Alton Towers Theme
Park by eight members of staff. These students were treated to this adventure as a
reward for their excellent behaviour and punctuality to school - this of course means
they have not had a detention since the start of term.
The day was fun and enjoyable and the students had a great time on the rides. As
some of the children had never been
to a theme park before, this also
proved to be an important
educational trip.
The reward trip proves that the
students are doing their best in
school. Last year we had 39 students,
less than half of what we had this year! The general
consensus was that the trip was well worth getting full
attendance, being on time and avoiding detention for.

Ex England footballer coaches St Alban’s
students
Former
England
footballer,
Andy Sinton,
(who
also
played
for
Wolves, Spurs,
Sheffield
Wednesday
and QPR) led
a
coaching
session at St
Alban's Academy on Monday the 10th of March.
Twenty-one members of the extra-curricular
recreational football club, which is aimed at
increasing participation in football, enjoyed an
hour's session with the former England star. After
the session Andy said, "The students at St Alban's
Academy were really excited, polite and attentive,
and the standard we achieved in just an hour was
very high. I believe that through football, and other
sport, we can motivate young people to achieve
their potential. Being a role model to inspire
youngsters is, for me, more rewarding than my 25
years playing professional football".

Year 12 Preparing for life after education
Year 12 spent the Super Learning Day working with
15 employers from the finance sector (More Than
Insurance) on how they need to present
themselves to prospective employers, gaining a
number of interview techniques along the way.
Later in the day staff from the Inspire Futures
group gave advice about finding valuable work
experience
and
volunteering
placements.
Students will be doing work experience in July
which will be helpful to them when writing
personal statements for university.

A warm welcome to Mr McInally!
Some of you will have already met me by now, but to formally introduce
myself, I am Brian McInally and I am the new librarian here at St Albans. I
come to you with an extensive background of library work, especially with
secondary age students. My previous post was at Hodge Hill Sports and
Enterprise College, where I spent just over a decade. I have also been a
library assistant at the old Birmingham Central Library, and undertake casual
work as a theatre steward at the Old Repertory theatre.
I am looking forward to the challenges ahead, contributing towards
developing a 'reading for pleasure' culture, and improving and extending the
library facilities here at St Albans. Some of the immediate plans I have will
be the introduction of library cards for all students, and a dedicated after school reading club amongst
many other things….and I welcome all staff and student suggestions…so watch this space!
PS: I often get asked what my favourite book is, so how about 'Jonathan Norrell and Mr Strange?'

Year 9 Christmas gifts
Just before christmas Year 9 students wrapped up gifts for less fortunate people who do not receive
Christmas presents. Every form class had been given three to four
shoe boxes and some wrapping paper. Every student had been
asked to bring in a couple of their old toys that they did not want
anymore or to buy things such as tooth brushes, hair bobbles and
tins of food. Each form class gathered all the things they had
brought and organised them based on age and gender. Once that
was completed everyone wrapped up the presents, put decorations
on and a wrote a Christmas
card with a nice message for
the children.
A few weeks later, having enjoyed giving and sharing so much, Year 9
students then joined the rest of the school in contributing to the food
drive to support the local bank. It was a huge success and Year 9
students were glad and felt grateful for the opportunity to give to
others. We were proud of our achievement and were pleased that they
had helped people enjoy the Christmas holiday.
By Aisha Ahmed (Year 9).

Guess where?

Design your own robot
Free To Enter
Can anyone guess Individual Cash Prizes:
where the AS
4 x £100, 1 x £500
level PE group
School Prize:
went walking?
1 x £300
Here is a clue
Closing Date:
hidden in an
Wednesday 30th April
anagram:
Young Innovator of the
“ Glendaal Spike” “Year Awards 2014”
What could robots do for us in the future?
The weather was Why not produce your own design for a
nice down below, robot of the future and enter it into our
but snowy up
competition for budding young innovators?
high!
Whether your interests are in designing,
drawing, problem solving, science,
Answers to Mr
engineering, maths…..this competition
Tomlinson or Mr
will give you a chance to be really
Cashmore.
creative and share your own ideas.
For more details, visit the Harper Adam's
University Online.

Amina dreams of becoming a mechanical engineer
Monday 17th March marked the beginning of National Science and Engineering week in the UK. But while
women make up 46% of Britain's workforce, only 13% of them have jobs in science,
technology, engineering or maths related fields (so-called STEM subjects). Here is
an extract from Amina's article for ARK schools . You can read the full version on
our website.
"I think that the main things that will get you to college and university are: good
grades, hard work and self-confidence. I've been inspired by my engineering
teacher - whenever we're in the workshop, he always has that thrill in his voice
that shows he's excited about what he's doing. But hard work is even more essential
than inspiration. If you don't do the work and get the grades, you'll never get to
university. You can see my hard work reflected in my grades.
“Engineering is mainly targeted at men due to the mechanical and industrial side of it, but there are many
other options for engineers... environmental engineering allows people to improve and protect the
environment.
“I want to be the first girl in my family to go to university and get a degree. My parents are encouraging
me to do something they didn't have the opportunity to do. I believe in myself and I want to make my
parents proud."

Year 8 make soap!
Super Learning Day saw our Year 8 students involved in an
exciting ENTERPRISE EVENT - 'COCO MANGO'- here in the
academy.
Students created small businesses and learnt how to operate and
manage a business, and even assigned roles and responsibilities
to each other for the many tasks facing them.
Students learned how changes in the business environment
affect how companies operate by dealing with real life situations
presented to them
throughout the day.
Their ultimate goal was to design and market bars of
soap, each business targeting a different group of
potential customers. Mrs Smith and Mrs Clewlow then
judged all presentations. Which were of a very high
standard.
The top three teams then had their soap manufactured
and then sold in the academy!

Soap for the Salvation Army
Soap designed by St
Alban's Academy
students in an
enterprise Super
Learning Day last year
was sold by the Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh fund
raising group last term.
The sale raised almost £150 for the Salvation Army
Christmas Appeal, which will help bring some relief
to the homeless, elderly and families in crisis.
Thanks to staff and students of St Alban's Academy
for designing the soap and buying it!

The World Cup and Sports Science
The Birmingham universities decided that this great sporting event was too good an opportunity to miss
and organised a series of workshops related to the
world cup.
Some St Alban's Year 9 students visited the
University of Birmingham to learn how sports
science is used to ensure top athletes perform to
the best of their ability.
Students were taken on a tour of the university's
state of the art sports science facilities and learned
how nutrition affects performance.
Sports
psychol
ogists worked with students exploring how attitude and selfbelief are linked to success and how footballers can be
taught to react positively in pressured situations like taking
that penalty shot in the world cup final!
Students ended the exciting day by considering careers in
sport and looking to their future. They all left the university
with a 3, 5 and 10 year plan.
We look forward to helping them realise their dreams and
potential!

Sixth form update
As sixth formers approach their first AS exam in May, we can reflect on the many achievements to date.
A particular strength is the sixth form student council that recently met and voiced the feelings of
students in both Y11 and Y12. As a result of the meeting we decided to give students flexibility in the
choice of business clothes while maintaining our high standards. We have been delighted by the dignity
and smart appearance of students since the changes were introduced 2 weeks ago - see the picture below.
The council meeting also led to some increased flexibility in sixth form timings: if students do not have
lessons or other commitments after 2 pm they are free to study at home. Lunch was extended to 45
minutes for those whose timetable allows and students can now arrive before 8.55 if not required before.
In addition we have been very pleased by the prefect system where sixth formers help the running of the
academy at Key Stage 3, and the mentor system where they coach and support younger students. There
has been excellent enrichment with BMW, creative enterprise and a variety of sports activities. Students
now have the option of learning a musical instrument for a small proportion of the cost.
Please contact Mr Tomlinson if you have any questions.

Business in the classroom with BMW
St Alban's Academy sixth formers have embarked on an exciting project with BMW to develop
employability skills and competencies which will help prepare them for university and a career of their
choice.
Sixth formers recently visited the plant at Hams Hall, where BMW engines are manufactured, to meet
apprentices who have set them a task to develop a potential system for charging vehicles whilst on the
road network either stationary
or whist in motion.
BMW engineering
and
logistics
apprentices will be
visiting
the
academy regularly
to facilitate the
project and help
prepare students
for a 'dragons den'
style presentation
of their findings
and
recommendations
to senior BMW
staff on 2nd July.
Good Luck sixth
formers!

Everyone should have a mentor
The message from employers is clear: mentoring is invaluable in preparing young people for the world of
work and developing an understanding of essential employability skills.
At St Alban's we couldn't agree more and are delighted with the mentoring that has
taken place in the academy this year.
20 Year 9 and all Year 12 students meet weekly with mentors from Aston University,
via the Aim Higher Programme, and the Solicitors Regulation Authority to discuss
future planning and skills needed to access universities and eventually a career of
their choice.
Students work with mentors to consider many issues including:
Career routes, university applications, apprenticeships, CVs and personal
statement preparation, interview skills, presenting and communicating
with confidence, researching work experience opportunities, completing
good applications and difficult conversations.
Students give the programme the thumbs up and agree they have learned a great deal from working with
their mentors.

Scientist of the month
Frederick Sanger
Frederick Sanger died 20th November 2013 at the age of 95. He was undoubtedly one
of Britain's greatest ever scientists. To date he is the only scientist in the world to
have won the Nobel Prize for Chemistry twice.
His first prize was awarded in 1958 for developing techniques to work out the precise
chemical structure of proteins. Proteins are made up of amino-acids and Dr Sanger's
group were able to determine which amino-acids are present and in what order they
occur in the hormone insulin. This in turn enabled insulin to be produced on an
industrial scale - a key step forward in the treatment of diabetes.
His second prize in Chemistry was awarded 1980 in recognition of work Sanger and
his colleagues had done in introducing the 'dideoxy' chain-termination method for sequencing DNA
molecules, also known as the 'Sanger method'. This was a major breakthrough and allowed long
stretches of DNA to be rapidly and accurately sequenced. The new method was used by Sanger and
colleagues to sequence human mitochondrial DNA (16,569 base pairs) and bacteriophage (48,502 base
pairs). The dideoxy method was eventually used to sequence the entire 'human genome'. Knowledge of
the human genome sequence will lead to more effective treatments of and cures for inherited diseases.

Recommended read - Mrs Burns

Message to Parents

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is a
hilariously funny and painfully honest novel by
Sherman Alexie, an author who grew up on an Indian
Reservation in Washington State, very close to my
home state of Oregon. The book is based on true
events from his childhood on the 'rez'.
This book is unlike any that I have read before. The
story is made even more engaging by the drawings
and cartoons of Ellen Forney, who is able to capture
Junior's feelings about his cultural identity in much
the same way that Jeff Kinney is able to express the teenage angst of
Jeff Heffley in Diary of a Wimpy Kid.
Bright and creative, Arnold Spirit (Junior's true name) decides to take
a chance, get off the "rez" and attend a white private school in
Rearden, Washington (just like Alexie himself did). To his surprise,
Junior leaves the world of bullies and bullying behind him to encounter
new friends who share some of his interests. One highlight for me was
when Junior's basketball team meets up with his old classmates on the
court, and a battle of both bodies and cultures begins.
Life on the reservation is hard and Junior is forced to deal with some
very difficult and adult issues, however his remarkable ability to
weather even the worst personal storms (death, hunger, as well as
questioning of his identity and his tribe) makes this an uplifting read.

Here at St Alban’s Academy we
would like to politely remind
parents not to park on the
Pedestrian Crossing or the
Yellow Zig-Zag Lines situated
outside the Academy.
City council staff have been
taking photographs and fining
people who park in these areas.

Visit our Twitter Page!
Come visit us and see exclusive pictures, stories, events plus much
more! www.twitter.com/stalbansacademy

St Alban’s Academy
Conybere Street
Highgate
Birmingham
B12 0YH
Tel: 0121 446 1300
Email: info@stalbansacademy.org
Website: www.stalbansacademy.org

Maths Puzzle
Birds in Trees Puzzle
There are 2 trees in a garden
(tree "A" and "B") and on the
both trees are some birds.
The birds of tree A say to
the birds of tree B that if one
of you comes to our tree, then
our population will be the
double of yours.
Then the birds of tree B
tell to the birds of tree A that
if one of you comes here, then
our population will be equal to
that of yours.
Now answer: How many birds
in each tree?

