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Sixth Form Induction Days

On June 24th and 25th June our prospective sixth form
students came to the academy to prepare for their
transition into Year 12. The second day gave them an
opportunity to have lesson tasters where they tried out
the subjects. The first day they were taken to The
Stables Outdoor Education Centre for an activity
challenge to develop their wider skills which are so
important in sixth form and beyond. In small teams
they completed a variety of challenges and collected
points.
The
activities
included:
orienteering,
bouldering, low ropes course, spider's web and reef
knot challenge. The day culminated with the egg drop
challenge where
they used the
points they had earned to buy equipment.
The challenges were aimed at developing their skills such as teamwork,
cooperation, decision making and leadership skills. They also had an
opportunity for reflective learning and proactively planning for future
challenges. The students also had lots of fun and got to know the new
external students.
Present year 11 students will be enrolling when they get their results
on 22nd August. We are delighted by the number and quality of our
students, but there are one or two places left. To find out more and
to apply please visit the website.

Year 10 Science and Engineering Summer School at Imperial College
Congratulations to Year 10 students
Masuma Ali and Umar Sharif, who have
managed to secure a place on this
competitive summer school! They will be
spending four days at Imperial College, one
of the top Science and Engineering Universities in the world, staying in
halls of residence and attending lectures in a range of technical subjects.
Message from the Principal
Ramadan Rewards
On Wednesday 10th of July British Muslims joined over a billion Muslims all over the
world in a month of fasting, charity and solidarity.
I am deeply impressed by the resilience and determination of our Muslim students
who are fasting through these long days of Ramadan. They will get their reward in
heaven. As it says in the bible:
"Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven." Luke
6:23
There are reports in this newsletter about reward trips for students who have been
good in school. I was speaking recently to a student with 4 years of perfect attendance and no
detentions. She definitely needs rewarding now!
My warmest wishes to all for a blessed, spiritual and peaceful Ramadan.

Success for students aiming high
As part of the St Alban's Academy philosophy of High Expectations 20 Year 9 students have taken part in
the Undergraduate Mentoring Scheme via the Aimhigher Programme.
The programme provides undergraduate mentoring to schools. Aston University student mentors work with
our students to support their individual learning and development needs; acting as positive role models
to:
Ÿ increase confidence, motivation, persistence and self-esteem
Ÿ raise awareness of higher education and future study opportunities
Ÿ improve organisational and study skills
Ÿ help with drawing up and implementing learning action plans
Mentors meet with our students at least 15 times during the school year and
this year four students from Aston University have provided first hand
experience of life at college and university, which our students have found
invaluable.
Five of our students, Khater Ali, Rhys Chapman, Khadra Mohammed, Raheeb Ali and Fairoos Salem were
nominated learners of the year and joined students from other schools and colleges to receive certificates
and prizes at the Aim Higher Forum at University College Birmingham.
Students were treated to a lovely lunch, a tour of the student accommodation and a performance by a
motivational speaker - so a good time was had by all!

Safari Park Reward Trip
On Monday 8th of July students with 100% attendance, no detentions and
who have never been late were rewarded for their efforts. Led by Mrs
Clewlow and helped by Mrs Mason, Mr Jordan and Mr Cashmore these
students were taken to West Midlands Safari Park to enjoy the day
observing some of the worlds most exotic animals followed up by an
adrenaline rush in the Safari’s theme park.
The students, as ever, were perfectly behaved and did St Alban’s proud!
Below is an extract written by one of our students who attended the
reward trip.
Hello my name is Sumayyah Hamid, I am going to talk about the
remarkable and astonishing reward trip.
I
I was selected to go on this trip because
I
had 100% attendance and zero
detentions. On Monday 8th July all the
students who had achieved this, from
year 7 to year 9 went on the trip. They
could do whatever they wanted to do
but had to stay within their buddy groups for the whole day. When we got
there, the coach transported us through the safari section where we observed many attractive animals.
My favourites were the Giraffes, Siberian tigers and Rhinos. After having our lunch we were completely
free to explore the theme park. Everybody was enjoying the breathtaking, rides. After this experience I
learnt that attending school and trying your best is very fruitful. Many thanks to all the staff and
teachers who were involved in organising the trip to the safari park.

ARK Music Gala 2013
On the 3rd July St Alban's Academy choir performed at the 5th Annual Ark Music Gala. The students
travelled to the Barbican in London to perform in front of an audience of around 1500 people. I am very
proud of all of the students that took part as they showed that at St Alban's we do make the most of
students' God given talents. Here are a few comments
from some of the students that took part in the Gala.
Leticia Blake Yr 9: 'I enjoyed singing the songs and
liked being in London. I am honoured to be part of the
school choir'.
Syed Ali Yr 10: 'The experience is always improving. It's
never the same feeling and is fun. There should be
more students joining in as it's a great opportunity'.
Chyna Jeffers Yr 10: 'Performing at the Barbican was a
great experience and it widened my musical knowledge'.

Year 11 Leavers’ Ceremony
MEET THE PROFESSIONALS
Many of our
young
people
are interested
in a career in
medicine
but
have
little
experience of
the sorts of jobs
available so, after a general overview of careers in the NHS
during the career day in July, we invited seven health care
professionals into the academy to talk to Year 10 about their
jobs, what is involved and how they got where they are.
A doctor explained how varied their work can be and how
dedicated a student must be to get there. Entry to medical
school is incredibly competitive and our young doctor had to
complete a biochemistry degree before she was accepted into
med school which is 8 years of study, but she realised her
dream and never gave up.
The pathologist took students on a bitter sweet journey with a
young man diagnosed with leukaemia and they learned how
bio-medical scientists examine blood and tissue samples to
help doctors reach a diagnosis.
A mental health nurse shared his experiences and told us about
the different routes into nursing and the opportunities at home
and abroad for British trained nurses.
The hit of the day was the pathologist who explained the way
in which the mind is studied to explain why people do what
they do.
A physiotherapist talked about the variety of patients she
treats - not just people with bad backs, and a chiropodist
demonstrated the importance of healthy feet.
The NHS employs over 1.3 million people not all of whom
require medical training.

Year eleven students marked the end
of the examination season with a
double celebration on the 1st July.
They enjoyed an all expenses paid
trip to Alton Towers and after
dashing home to change, they
gathered at the academy for a
promenade event in the evening.
Staff turned out in force to
congratulate the group on their
achievements to date and wish them
the very best for their key stage five
studies, whether at the academy
sixth form or elsewhere.

Guess Who?

Does anyone know who this man is with
Prof. Marsh pictured here at BBC West
Midlands?
The answer will be given after the
summer holiday!

Come Dine With Me
Young people from Stanhope Hall Community Centre hosted the second VIP 'Come Dine With Me'
extravaganza recently.
Honoured guests included Cllr John Cotton, Cllr Yvonne Mosquito, Birmingham Mail
Community Editor and food critic Paul Fulford, St Alban’s Academy Chair of Governors
Professor Peter Marsh, District Youth Officer Kalsoom Zubedah-Khan, St Alban's
Academy Vice Principal Mark Gregory and Rose Palmer from event sponsors Palmer
Catering.
Funded by Stanhope Women's Group the event enabled the young people to showcase
their talents and interest in the food service industry.
Community Worker and Centre Manager Monica Lee said of the event, "The young
people are a credit to this community. I am so very proud of them. They did so well!"
Paul Fulford stated, "I am very impressed with the standard of the food I am sure that
the chef will progress to a career in the catering industry. All of the young people involved excelled
themselves."
Cllr Cotton congratulated the young people by saying, "This evening re emphasised my views. Our young
people are great and we should celebrate that."

Scientist Of The Month
Robert Hooke (Born 18th July 1635) was an English polymath best known for his law
dealing with springs and his long-standing feud with Issac Newton over the credit for
determining that the orbits of planets follow the inverse square law of gravity. Hooke
was also an important architect of his time, working as a surveyor to the City of London
after the Great Fire and assisting with the rebuilding project. His contributions include
the Greenwich Royal Observatory, The Royal College of Physicians, the dome for St.
Paul's Cathedral, and the infamous Bethlehem Royal Hospital (which became known as
'Bedlam').
During his lifetime, Hooke worked as curator of experiments for the Royal Society, and
his scientific research forms the basis of many theories and discoveries made by famous
scientists such as Newton's laws of gravity, Boyle's Gas laws, Huygen's wave theory of light, and Darwin's
theory of evolution. Hooke was unhappy in his lifetime as he felt that other scientists were receiving
recognition for his work, however he did receive credit for discovering Hooke's Law of elasticity and
inventing the compound microscope and he coined the term 'cell' in biology.

Insights Into Law
The University of Birmingham's School of Law has launched a programme of
taster events aimed at students who may be considering
a career in law. Some of our Year 10 students spent a
day with staff and students at UoB earlier this month.
Students took part in lectures from the Head of the Law
Faculty and a law professor who talked about accessing
legal professions. They posed legal questions and
students debated ideas. The head of careers explained
the pathways into law and that it is not necessary for
students to have studied law at any level in order to access a law degree or
the profession itself as most companies will support graduates with a 1 year
graduate diploma in law once they have finished the degree of their choice.
Students took part in a law challenge, posed by 1st and 2nd year law
undergraduates and enjoyed a tour of the beautiful campus and lunch in one
of the many the student eateries.
UoB have promised more events for 6th formers, including getting them into
law firms and we shall certainly be taking advantage of those opportunities!

Maths Puzzle
Four people come to a river in the night.
There is a narrow bridge,
but it can only hold two people at a time.
Because it is dark, the
torch has to be used when crossing the bridge.
Person A can cross the bridge in 1 minute, B in 2 minutes,
C in 5 minutes, and D in 8 minutes.
When two people cross the bridge together, they must move
at the slower person's pace.
What is the shortest time for all to cross the bridge?
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Dates For Your Diary
August 22nd
GCSE Results Day
Sixth form enrolment day
September 5th
Academy Begins at 8:25 for
all students.

Recommended Read
The Hobbit by J.R.R.
Tolkien
Whisked
from
his
comfortable
hobbithole by Gandalf the
wizard and a band of
dwarves, Bilbo Baggins
finds himself caught up
in a plot to raid the
treasure
hoard
of
Smaug the Magnificent,
a large and very dangerous dragon….
This book is a classic written almost 80
years ago and the language and writing
style is indicative of the thirties era.
However the story is itself timeless and I
recommend it as a very good read. As a
summer reading challenge you can follow
the story as it develops in the Lord of the
Rings trilogy by the same author.
Mrs. Butler

