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St Alban’s Academy welcomes the new Year 7’s!
St Alban's Academy waxaa uu soo dhaweynayaa ardada cusub ee fasalada 7

On the morning of Monday 30th June, 115 excited (and perhaps a little nervous) Year 6 pupils from over
20 primary schools arrived at St Alban's Academy for our first ever Year 6 Transition Week. The pupils had
tours of the Academy lead by sixth formers, met the librarian Mr McInally and had an IT induction where
they used our computers for the first time.
Pupils also got to "taste" some of our St Alban's lessons. They got creative with Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory in English, made things go BANG! in science, discovered their global connections in geography,
pondered maths puzzles and discovered the weird medieval world in history.
In their final assembly the pupils enjoyed piano playing by Omaimah Farhan (Year 8) and dhol drumming
by Khayrul Islam (Year 10) and were greeted by the Principal, Mr Gould. His take home message for all
pupils was that September 2nd, when they become St Alban's students, will be 'the first day of the rest
of my life'.
Thank you to everyone who made the week such a success.

Students meet royalty
Recently two of our Shakespeare ambassadors,
Nikki Zarin and Sunni Singh were taken to
Stratford to meet none other than HRH, The
Prince of Wales. Prince Charles is the president
of the RSC and he came to meet with teachers and
students who have entered into a three year
partnership with the RSC (The Learning
Performance Network).
Prince Charles was with the students for around
half an hour, during which time, not only did Nikki
and Sunni get to recite a few lines of Shakespeare
to him, but also speak to him in person.
The lines:
Nikki: "I am the Prince of Wales and think not,
Percy, to share with me in glory anymore.
Sunni: Two stars keep not their motion in one
sphere." (Yes it was quite amusing to see Nikki
look Prince Charles straight in the eye and
announce that she was in fact The Prince of
Wales! - And he certainly enjoyed the humour of the moment). Our students were an absolute pleasure
to take out and a credit to their families, school and community.
Message from the Principal
This week we celebrate the first five successful years of St Alban's Academy and we look forward to the
next five years. There have been many special achievements during this time. Of particular note has
been the OFSTED judgement that the academy is outstanding in almost every aspect
including student progress, the quality of teaching and the capacity for further
improvement along with the special awards we have received for our students'
remarkable achievements at GCSE.
We are now engaged in developing plans for the next five years of our service to the
Highgate community continuing our mission to close the attainment gap between rich
and poor and to challenge every individual to make the most of their God given talents.
In five years we expect to be the highest attaining non-selective school in Birmingham
with more than 80% of our students going to good universities.
My warmest wishes to all for a blessed, spiritual and peaceful Ramadan.

Year 9 enterprise event

St Alban’s Academy gets a thumbs up!

Year 9 students demonstrated their enterprise skills this
year during an event in the academy which required
them to devise a community project to address a real
issue they felt needed attention.
Students worked hard to produce some innovative ideas
to help our community and presented these in a
professional manner. One group wanted to help adults
to learn English and improve computer skills. Another
group wanted to make
the
area
more
attractive and safe by
organising volunteers
to pick litter and
paint
playground
equipment.
The winning idea was
called 'Tindal's got
Talent' and aimed to raise aspirations of primary
children. It will be presented to Ark Tindal's governors
in the hope that they will agree to run the project.

Employers from all over the City joined our
Year 10 students in June to help with a
Careers Day aimed at raising aspirations and
preparing students for the world outside
school.
All students attended 6 workshops:
Ÿ Mock Interviews
Ÿ Careers in engineering with Jaguar
Landrover
Ÿ Post 16 Options
Ÿ Guess My Job
Ÿ Careers in NHS
Ÿ Apprenticeships with BMW
Students took the day very seriously, dressing
beautifully in business clothing and getting
involved in every session.
As usual, feedback from employers was
excellent, our students were described as
very professional and highly motivated.

Year 11 Prom
Our Year 11 students were on
fine form on Friday 27th June as
they celebrated the end of their
school days at St Alban's
Academy
Leavers'
Prom.
Although most will stay on at the
academy sixth form, this was
the last occasion the students
met as a single group and
although a time for celebration,
it was also an emotional time for
both staff and students.
At the academy we are very
proud of our students and we
wish them lots of luck for the
future.

Year 9 and 12 aiming high!
As part of the St Alban's Academy philosophy of high expectations, 20
Year 9 and 20 Year 12 students have taken part in the Undergraduate
Mentoring Scheme via the Aimhigher Programme.
The programme provides undergraduate mentoring in schools.
University students mentor our students by supporting their individual
learning and development needs, as well as being positive role models.
They aim to:
Ÿ increase confidence, motivation, persistence and self-esteem
Ÿ raise awareness of higher education and future study opportunities
Ÿ improve organisational and study skills
Ÿ help with drawing up and implementing learning and action plans
Ÿ recognise that access to higher education is possible.
Mentors met with our students at least 15 times during the school year and this year eight students from
Aston University have provided firsthand experience of life at college and university, which our students
have found invaluable.
Ali Amir, Nisar Shah and Naseem Sulaiman from the sixth form and Haseena Sajid, Zahed Ali Mohamed and
Wissam Zendjebil from Year 9 were nominated learners of the year and joined students from other schools
and colleges to receive certificates and prizes at the Aim Higher Forum at Aston University.
Students were treated to a lovely lunch, a performance by the Birmingham young poet laureate and a talk
from the Director of The Office of Fair Access, Professor Les Ebdon.
The highlight of the afternoon was Ali Amir winning overall 'learner of the year' out of over 600 Birmingham
students - we were all delighted!

Leicester University visit

Birmingham City University welcomes Year 12

Year 12 visited the brand new,
Leicester
University state of the art BCU campus at
Millennium Point this term. They
outreach
looked around the impressive TV,
staff
visited the film, photography, radio and
academy recently to work with sixth formers on computer facilities including the
largest fixed green room in Europe,
how to prepare for university.
Our students are on the verge of making important where actors and actresses can relax between takes.
decisions and university staff encouraged them to Their facilities are used by big film makers including
the BBC and all students at BCU can use the
think carefully about their choices.
Students considered why they should go to equipment once they have had training.
university, which university and what course might Students attended workshops on employability skills,
be right for them. They worked on how to get the how to write a good personal statement and student
best from a university open day and were given life and BCU staff networked with them during
breaks and discussed a wide range of issues relating
information about university finance.
Students have begun looking at UCAS applications to university life.
and will be working with our qualified careers BCU are opening another building on the same
advisor and other academy staff next year to ensure campus in September 2015 which will offer many
more degree courses including English, Law and
the right choices are made.
Accountancy.
BCU is an option our students should
Good luck sixth formers!
definitely explore!

Year 9 get a taste of university
Year 9 took part in a special taster day at the University of Birmingham
this term. It started with a quiz to test their knowledge about university
life. They did remarkably well with all teams scoring very highly, which
demonstrated how much our students already know about what university
has to offer.
Students toured the main campus, which boasts the highest free standing
clock tower in the world, they enjoyed the beautiful old distinctive red
brick buildings for which the country's Russell Group universities are
famed, and met students in the Student Guild, the hub of campus life.
The trip demonstrated that university is open for everyone that is prepared to work hard.
Our students were a credit to St Alban's Academy giving very professional presentations to university staff
about the sorts of graduate jobs and degree courses they would like to pursue in the future.
Well done Year 9!

Scientist of the month
Stephanie Kwolek was an
organic chemist (born 1923)
credited for the development
of Kevlar in 1965. Kevlar is an
extremely strong plastic (or
polymer as they are known in
Chemistry), which Kwolek
to
developed
originally
strengthen tyres used on racing
cars. However, since then it
uses,
many
found
has
particularly when a strong but light material is needed. The
best-known use of Kevlar is in bulletproof vests, which have saved countless lives since their
development. Kwolek once said: "I don't think there's anything like saving someone's life to bring you
satisfaction and happiness." Kwolek died recently on 18th June, 2014 aged 90.

Design and Technology students praised again!
The Engineering Department named the technology students of the term as: Maher Ali, Rim Taleb, Tony
Lu and Nasrin Zarin. A special mention was made of Imani
Tackore who has made a fantastic start and is producing some
excellent work.
They have worked hard throughout the term and consistently
worked above expectations. Well done.

Recommended read
Ever wanted to read a classic but found the cover too
intimidating? Too...too... well classic, I suppose?
Then you need www.pulptheclassics.com, an imprint of all
those classics, that in Italo Calvino's phrase, you meant to read
but never got round to.
Published with retro covers suggesting
1940s/1950s, they are a perfect
homage to the gaudy, trashy pulp
fiction they celebrate complete with
fake stains and coloured end papers.
A case of high art married to low art,
they might, just might, get the
reluctant literature student to read
that book that otherwise would
Maths puzzle
remain on the shelves.
Answer the puzzle below. All answers
I finally got round to reading
to go to Mr Tomlinson, Mr Cashmore or
Wuthering Heights because of these,
Mrs Charalambous.
and the collection is growing. Check
out Joyce's 'Dubliners' cover!
Of course, you don't get an
introduction, notes or glossary etc,
just the book itself. As you've never seen them before!
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Finally, we would like to wish our
students well and we hope you have a
good summer holiday!

