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Stop FGM Now!

Jooji hadda Gudniinka Fircooniga ah

Mr Gregory elaborates...
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is an
extremely
harmful
practice
with
devastating health consequences for girls
and women. Some girls die from blood loss
or infection as a direct result of the
procedure. Women who have undergone
FGM are also likely to experience
difficulty in childbirth.
UK legislation: FGM is a crime in the UK.
Even if someone is taken overseas for the
mutilation, it is still a crime in the UK if
the mutilation is done by a UK national or
permanent UK resident. Anyone found
guilty of an FGM offence faces a penalty
of up to 14 years in prison, a fine, or both.
Help and support: If you are in the UK and
have concerns that this may happen to you
or someone you know, you can speak to a
teacher, doctor, school nurse, social
worker, police officer or any health,
educational or social care professional in
confidence. They will be able to help and
support you. At St. Alban's, Mrs Stiyel, Mr
Abdirahman, Mr Mockbill and Mr Gregory
have all received training in dealing with
this issue.
If you are in the UK and are concerned
that you may be taken overseas for the
purpose of FGM please call the police by
dialling 999.

Road Safety
Conybere Street is increasingly busy at the beginning and
end of the day. Please be careful where you park when you
pick up your children, taking special care not to block dipped
curbs that are used by members of our local community with
mobility issues, and to obey the parking restrictions.
Wadadaan Conybere street waa wado aad mashquul u ah
maalintii oo dhan , fadlan taxadar muujiya markii aad
caruurtiina qaadaneysaa ama keeneysaan, hubina halka aad
ku baarkin gareeyneysid hana ku sameyn xayiraad socodka
dadka , una hogaansan sharciga gaari dhigashada.

You can also access help and support from:
Childline
Tel:
0800
1111
www.childline.org and Equality Now (in
Nairobi, Kenya and London, UK) Tel
(London):
+44(0)
20-79731292
Tel
(Nairobi):
+
254
20271832
www.equalitynow.org

Message from the Principal
The only thing that is even more important to us than the academic success of our students is
their safety and wellbeing. For this reason I am glad to see that my message in this edition of
our newsletter has been pushed off the front page by very important safeguarding information.
It is vital that everyone in this community reads and understands these messages so that we can
work together to keep our children safe and happy.
Students currently sitting exams will have a long and anxious wait to hear their results. I know
they will do well because they have made remarkable progress since they came to the academy.
My own personal best wishes are with all of those sitting GCSE and AS level exams. Please join
me in praying for them, that they may achieve the great results that they deserve.
I am, as ever, extremely grateful for the support we get from parents and the wider community
as our students pursue GCSE and A level studies in preparation for university and the career of their choice. I am
especially pleased to note that growing numbers of our students are securing places in our sixth form to study A
level and other level 3 qualifications here and special thanks are due to all our teachers and support staff for the
outstanding work they do to make this possible.

Girl’s camping trip

AS mountain trekkers

We recently took a group of girls camping to The Stables Outdoor
Education Centre in Bromsgrove. For several students this was the
first time they had ever been camping, but they adapted well. On
Friday night the girls had the task of cooking their own dinner on a
camping stove. They did this very well and nobody went hungry!
Saturday was a fun packed day filled with lots of activities including
orienteering, problem solving and a high ropes course. The girls
were really enthusiastic and had
a go at everything, which for
some of them meant overcoming
their fears. In the evening there
was a barbeque and a camp fire
where they told stories and
toasted
marshmallows.
On
Sunday morning they all had the
option to go on the zip wire which
took a lot of courage but
everyone had a go. It was a great weekend with the girls helping
out when asked and behaving exceptionally well all weekend.

The photograph below shows the
AS Level mountain walkers doing
their assessment in the peak
district. They covered over 36km
in 2 days carrying everything they
needed (and more!) in their back
packs.
The landscape was hard to
navigate, but they successfully
met all their assessment criteria
and had a great time.

Duke of Edinburgh's award to continue...

St John Ambulance help Year 10 gain bronze

Changes in funding the
Duke of Edinburgh's
Award have meant that
schools
wishing
to
participate will have to
purchase an annual
licence.
The St Alban's Trust has
agreed to pay for the
licence each year so the
academy will continue
offering the Bronze
Award to year 10
students.
The trust has also
provided a generous
bursary to the academy to enable 8 sixth form
students to register for the Gold Award in
September.
We are most grateful to the trust for its generous
support for our students.

Nine year 10 students recently received
certificates from St John Ambulance for achieving
the First Aid Membership Award.
Students attended 12 hours of first aid training to
develop this important skill as part of the Duke of
Edinburgh's Bronze Award.
Students felt that the course not only taught them
important first aid skills such as administering CPR
and dealing with minor injuries, but also
developed their confidence and communication.
Well done Year 10 students and many thanks to St
John Ambulance!

Sixth form induction
On Wednesday 25th June we have an induction morning for the
prospective sixth form students.
Students from our Year 11 and other local 11-16 schools will
come and try out some sixth form lessons in a variety of A Level
and vocational subjects in preparation for the start of next term.
Students will arrive at 8.30 am for a continental breakfast
followed by an introduction by present sixth formers, a team
building activity and taster lessons in their chosen subjects.

Sixth Form update
Sixth form students have taken their exams now and have started their Year 13 programme of study with
a real sense of purpose. In addition, students will find their time taken up between now and the end of
term with several excellent opportunities to prepare themselves for the future. All students are working
on their university applications (UCAS) which will be
submitted next term. The engineering presentations
that many of our students have prepared will soon be
made in front of the senior management of BMW. We
have a trip to Birmingham City University lined up and
soon after we will have a visit from Leicester University.
Some sixth formers have been involved in our
recruitment process by presenting to next year's
potential students at other 11-16 schools. Work
experience also begins soon, and we have obtained
excellent placements at the Bar Council, KPMG and
Hartland Hospital among others.
Email us at sixthform@stalbansacademy.org if you have any questions or would like a tour of the building.
Alternatively, just fill out our application form on the website.

Super Learning Day - Science
For this term's Super Learning Day, year 8 set out on an exploration of
the National Space Centre in Leicester.
During our visit we watched a show in the planetarium about the
challenges of being an astronaut, we undertook training to prepare us
for a launch into space and we saw real life rockets, including the Blue
Streak which was used to launch the first satellites into space.

St Alban’s Academy hosts the RSC
Thursday, 10th April saw the first Royal Shakespeare Company sharing event to be held at the academy.
This was a joint venture between the RSC and students at St Alban's, Ark Kings Academy, North
Birmingham Academy, Bordesley Green Girls' School
and Christchurch Primary School. Students worked
together during the day to rehearse a performance
of Henry IV, Part One, which was then performed to
staff, parents, and invited guests on the evening. The
hard work of all those involved was very evident in a
performance
that
was
enjoyed
by
everyone watching well done to all staff
and students for a
fabulous show!
The
partnership
between the schools and the RSC continues to flourish - look out for more
exciting projects in the future.

Scientist of the month
Sir Harold (Harry) Walter Kroto, FRS (born 7 October 1939), is the English
chemist who shared the 1996 Nobel Prize in Chemistry with Robert Curl and
Richard Smalley. Kroto is Professor of Chemistry at the Florida State
University, which he joined in 2004. Prior to that, he spent a large part of
his career at the University of Sussex, where he now holds an emeritus
professorship.
He discovered the Buckminsterfullerene, (buckyball) which is one of the
largest objects to have been shown to exhibit wave-particle duality. Its
discovery led to the exploration of a new field of chemistry, involving the
study of fullerenes. Scientists are researching lots of different uses of
buckyballs, such as using them to trap free radicals generated during an
allergic reaction and block the inflammation that results from an allergic
reaction. They have antioxidant properties and may be able to fight the
deterioration of motor function due to multiple sclerosis, as well as to
reduce the growth of bacteria in pipes and membranes in water systems. Researchers are attempting to
modify buckyballs to fit the section of the HIV molecule that binds to proteins, possibly inhibiting the
spread of the virus.

Product Design teachers praise students’ work
The product design group have worked hard all year and produced some fantastic pieces of work. The
students created products mainly out of wood, metal or plastic and
have put a lot of time, effort and pride into their outstanding designs.
Mr Harrold asked to give a special mention to Edrissa Cham (table in
photo), Ahmed A'Amer, Robena Begum (lamp in photo) and Sajid
Hussain for their excellent effort and the work they produced.

Recommended read
'The Shock of the Fall' by Nathan Filer
has been compared to the 'Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time'
and if you liked that book, it's likely that
you will also enjoy this. Having said that,
the book's main character 'Matthew
Holmes' is a disturbed and traumatised
young man and the author has used his
own experiences as a psychiatric nurse
as source for much of the material.
There is very little here that suggests
this is a first novel. From creepy caravan
park opening it maintains the tension of a good thriller and is
at times very funny and upsettingly dark. The only thing I
would take exception to is the cover which is woefully
inadequate at conveying the subject matter.
There is a copy in the school library, but it is recommended
as suitable only for 6th form and above.
Mr. McInally
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Maths Puzzle
There are five gears connected in a row.
The first one is connected to the
second one, the second one is
connected to the third one and so on.
If the first gear is rotating clockwise, in
what direction is the fifth gear turning?

