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New Sports Pitch Ready For Use
Garoonka sportiga cusub ee qarnigaan sadexaad
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The 3G (3rd generation) sports pitch has now been completed and is ready for use. The sports pitch is
all-weather and is made using artificial grass. On a 3G pitch, the artificial grass plays exactly like a
natural sports grass surface. The sports pitch is filled in with sand and tiny pieces of rubber as this helps
with the playing performance of the ball bounce, absorbing the players' impact and speed of the game.
The pitch can be used for most sports but is especially good for football, rugby and rounder's. The pitch
will be used for P.E. lessons, after-school clubs and competitions as well as primary school competitions.
Students will really benefit from being able to use this state-of-the-art facility.

Message from the Principal
GCSE Exams
Students in year 11 have made stunning academic progress since coming to St Alban's Academy.
They are now poised on the threshold, ready to take their next step up the mountain of educational
attainment. The GCSE exams that will give them access to our sixth form, or to post-16 provision
elsewhere, are upon us and continue until late June. Our teachers and support staff have been
working above and beyond the call of duty to prepare the students and I know that they themselves
and their parents are equally strongly committed.
My own personal best wishes are with all of those that are involved in GCSE exams at this time. Please
join me in praying for our students, that they may achieve the great results they deserve. May God
bless your endeavours!
Sport at St Alban's
In a few short months we have transformed the quality of sports facilities for our
school and the community. We now have a wonderful big sports hall with cricket
nets, a climbing wall and an electronic scoreboard. We have a fitness room
containing a growing range of gym equipment and we have a newly completed
all-weather floodlit pitch.
We are committed to providing some free community access to these great
facilities and we already have local junior football teams using them. We have a
problem, however, with unauthorised access to the new pitch outside of opening
hours. This is a serious issue for health, safety and security reasons. The fence
around the pitch is very high. Climbing it is dangerous and in the event of accident
or injury occurring when the site is closed emergency services cannot get in
quickly to help. We have engaged additional site security staff and taken advice from the police. I am
strongly urging local residents not to trespass on the site after hours. In return for this consideration
we will organise some regular and free opportunities for community football.

Students rewarded for excellence
Alton Towers Trip
On Tuesday the 16th April, 39 students from Years 7 to 10 were taken to The Alton Towers Theme Park
by four members of staff. These students were treated to this adventure as a reward for their excellent
behaviour and punctuality to school - this of course means they have not had a detention since the start
of term. What an achievement!
The day was fun and enjoyable and the students had a great time on the rides. As some of the children
had never been to a theme park before, this also proved to be an important educational trip.
On the group’s return, there was much envy and excitement from the students who remained at the
academy. They could not believe that the students got the opportunity to tour the theme park by
themselves. The general consensus was that the trip seemed to be well worth getting full attendance,
being on time and avoiding detention.

St Alban's Academy Sixth Form Update
The application process has gone extremely well with many students applying from St Alban's as well as
other schools in the area. We have even had some of our ex-students committed to
return in September now that they know the reality of college life, and remember how
much they have received from our teachers here. One ex-student commented that she
wanted to be in a smaller sixth form where everyone knew each other amongst the
community of teachers and students. She said that the care she received from St
Alban's staff was second to none and this was the place she knew she would succeed.
We are still taking applications on a first come first served basis with only a few spaces
left. Please apply through the academy website or reception (details on the back page).
Sixth Form Dates for your Diary:
Induction days are Monday 24th - Wednesday 26th June for all Y11 students
Enrolment day will be 22nd August
The first day of term will be Thursday 5th September.

Easter Assembly
St Alban’s Academy Celebrates the Resurrection Of

The St Alban's Easter assembly was an inspiring celebration
of this important week in the Christian calendar. Many
students spent time
preparing for the assembly,
putting on a uplifting show
for the whole academy.
Highlights included the four
Year 10 students who led us
through the story of Holy Week with insightful readings and explanations
and the academy choir who once again did not disappoint, performing a
selection of hymns.
Alongside this, the audience was treated to a group of Year 7 students recounting the story 'The Soldier
and the Shovel' explaining what Jesus did for mankind when he died on the cross and a group of Year 10
students acting out the Good Friday story.
We also cannot forget the 'Brothers in Bright Light' who shared very moving sections of the Bible and
Qur'an on the topic of bullying, showing the whole academy how our multi-faith community is working
together harmoniously.
A big thank you to all involved, especially the Year 11s who decorated the church. Finally, we wish
Father Pervaiz good luck on his next adventure working in Pakistan.

Tomorrow’s Engineers
At the end of last term, Year 8 were introduced to the world of
engineering in a special event in the
academy.
The morning began with an
interactive show about engineering
around the world. Students watched
as electricity was created on stage
and considered careers in medical
engineering, an area where
researchers look for cures for killer diseases.
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Imperial Summer School
Six Year 11 students have qualified for a £900 grant to attend a
prestigious Summer School STEM
(Science Technology Engineering
and Maths) Course at Imperial
College London: Guleed Cabdille,
Khaleeq Mannan, Malik Karamat,
Nisar Shah, Ryan Clewer and
Ahmed Ali Sheikh.
The boys will be working in project
groups and given a practical
investigation to undertake during
the week. Working in small teams alongside some of the world's best
scientists and engineers, they will attempt to tackle challenges in
their chosen STEM discipline. With over 15 subject specific projects,
students are able to choose a Biology, Chemistry or Physics focused
strand and are likely to cover topics such as chemistry synthesis,
microbiology and particle physics as well as others. At the end of the
week, students will have the opportunity to present their investigation
results to an audience of their peers, leaders and their invited guests.

Parents Forum Update:
The Parents Forum at St
Albans meets every Thursday
in the community room. A
session will be run every
three weeks to share with
parents their child's academic
and pastoral information. This
is in order for parents and
staff to deal regularly with
any concerns they may have.
St Alban’s Shortlisted for
RIBA design Award:
We are delighted to have
been shortlisted for the RIBA
(Royal Institute of British
Architects) for the design of
our new building.

One Voice
Israeli and Palestinian Conflict
During RE lessons Year 10 students considered the causes of conflicts
around the world including religious views about the dangers of war and
the difficulties in finding peaceful solutions. At the end of the unit they
were visited by representatives from 'One Voice', an organisation that
campaigns for a peaceful solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Students learned about the history of the Holy Land but were most
impressed by the testimonies of two people from the area, one Israeli
and one Palestinian, who stood together to describe how everyday life is affected by the conflict and
why they both want a peaceful solution. Students worked in groups to consider how they would resolve
such a difficult situation. Student Andre Smith writes:
“The One Voice project was a great opportunity to gain new knowledge about the Palestinian and Israeli
conflict. On the day we heard personal stories from both sides which were interesting because we
learnt about the way people have to live in a divided society. It was also emotional. The activities were
a great way to think how to solve the problem and keep both sides happy but it was also difficult
because we had to think really hard about a difficult situation.”

Scientist Of The Month
Alexander Fleming
Alexander Fleming was the doctor that discovered penicillin. He was born on the 6th of August, 1881 in,
Darvel, Ayrshire.
In 1928, Fleming was working on the staphylococci bacteria - the kind that cause
boils and sore throats, when, whilst he was examining some old bacterial plates
that he noticed a mould had grown on one of his cultures. He saw what he
believed was unusual in that some of the colonies of staphylococci that should
have been growing near the mould had disappeared. Fleming thought that the
mould could be making something that was capable of destroying the bacteria.
He did some more experiments and found that this was indeed the case. He
cultured the mould by growing it in broth. The mould was later identified as
Penicillium notatum which had produced what we now call penicillin.
Alexander Fleming was knighted in 1944 and in 1945 he was awarded the Nobel
Prize for medicine. Alexander Fleming died on 11th March 1955.

Dance Festival 2013
On Thursday 7th March 2013, The Calthorpe School Sports Partnership hosted a Dance and Cheerleading
Festival. Schools that performed on the day included, Hodge
Hill Sports and Enterprise College, Hodge Hill Girls School,
Clifton Primary, Calthorpe School and St Alban’s Academy. Each
school had received a number of coaching sessions prior to the
event. The event was supported by Dazzlers Movement Group,
with staff from Dazzlers also performing on the day.
The Year 7 girls involved had to learn a contemporary dance
routine for their final performance at the dance festival. Their
performance on the day was excellent and the other schools
were very impressed by their routine. It was their first time
performing in front of an audience but they looked relaxed and
did not make any mistakes. Well done to the Year 7 girls (7.1 and 7.3) on their performance.

Maths Puzzle
Find four two digit numbers which
reverse their digits when you add
nine to them.

Recommended Read
Hollow Earth by John and Carole E.
Barrowman
Twins Matt and Emily Calder have imaginations so
powerful that they can make art
come to life. Their powers are
sought by villains intent on
accessing the terrors of Hollow
Earth - a place where all the
monsters ever imagined lie
trapped for eternity. If Hollow
Earth is opened the world will
be plunged into chaos and the
twins are as good as dead.
This is the first book about the twins and has lots of
short chapters full of action that you can dip into
when you only have a few minutes, but it is so
gripping you will not stop at one! It is a well written
exciting adventure which I enjoyed reading.
I highly recommend this book as a great read for all
ages.
Mrs. Butler

Boys From The Bright Light
Anti-Bullying quotes from two sacred texts
Students from St Alban's shared the following
quotes from the Qur'an and Bible with the Easter
Assembly audience that address anti-bullying with
astonishing similarities:
Bible 1 Peter chapter 3 verse 8 and 9
"Be like minded do not repay evil with evil or
insult with insult,
Repay evil with blessing, because to this you were
called
So that you may inherit a blessing".
Quran chapter 41 verse 34
"The good deed and the bad deed are not alike
Repel the bad deed with what is better:
Then will he between whom and thee was enmity
Become as it were thy friend and intimate"
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