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Kevin's artwork sold at Oxo Tower Wharf London exhibition
One of our Year 12 Art students has had a wonderful opportunity to exhibit his work. Kevin’s artwork
which was entered into a pop-up exhibition at the Oxo Tower Wharf gallery in London, was displayed
and soon snapped up. His three Spiderman drawings sold for £110! This is exceptional for someone of
his age, and having his work exhibited in such a public space will open many doors for him in the career
he wants. Well done, Kevin!

Principal’s Message
We are reaching the end of a very successful third term of the academic year, and look back happily at the
many successes we have enjoyed over the last few months.
As always I would like to thank our students, parents and staff for demonstrating self-discipline, integrity
and belief throughout the half-term. Our students have made us proud by working hard in lessons and
preparing for the challenge of examinations and assessments next half-term. Also I would like to
congratulate those students who represented the academy in an exemplary fashion on school trips and in
recent sporting events.
Finally, a reminder that we always ensure that students understand the importance of attendance,
punctuality and readiness to learn. We expect every student to arrive on time for every school day, as
doing this demonstrates a commitment to making the most of what our school has to offer and climbing
the mountain to university.
I wish you all well for the upcoming half-term break and I look forward to welcoming
back all our students to the academy at 8.25am on Monday 26th February.

Year 9 Boys’ football team win 8-3 at Birmingham City FC training ground.
On Thursday 18th January Year 9 boys went to Birmingham
City FC's training ground at Wast Hills to play an Academy
side. We won 8-3 with goals coming from Abdullah Abdullah,
Umayr Khobaib, Yaqoob Abdulghani & Taze McIntosh. The
staff and Academy Players at Birmingham City were very
welcoming and treated us all with great respect, and the
respect was reciprocated by the St Alban’s team.
We're all extremely proud of the team for the quality of
football they produced, and for their perseverance after
going 2-0 down early in the match, and especially for the
way they represented the Academy as a group of budding
athletes.
A shout out, too, for our sponsor @Dare2Dreamuk_' who paid for two brand new Football kits for both
our boys’ and girls’ teams.

Mentoring updates
We all know how important mentoring can be - an opportunity for our young people to learn from
others more experienced than them. The Careers Programme offers many opportunities for
mentoring across the school.
Currently ten Year 10s have a weekly slot with undergraduates from Aston University and six more
with a post graduate from the University of Birmingham as part of the Forward Thinking Programme.
The KS4 Corporate Mentoring Programme has involved twelve Year 10s since the early summer,
continuing to Easter this year. Students have worked with local employers being mentored both in
school and at their mentors' offices. Students also undertook a short work placement with their
mentors and attended a skills session with employers at Aston University. This has been a marvellous
experience for these students.
In Sixth Form twenty Year 12s work with undergraduates from Aston University and a further seven
have access to a mentor via the Aston Progression Pathways Programme on to which they have been
accepted. The fourteen Year 12s who have started the Teach First Futures Programme will also have a
corporate mentor as do the twelve Year 13s who are still on that programme. A UoB post graduate
literature student is also mentoring four of our Year 13 Literature students, helping them prepare for
their upcoming A level exam.
But we also believe that our own 6th formers should learn the art of mentoring and use their skills in
our school community and beyond - so currently twenty-four Year 7s are being mentored by Year 12s
(with a further twenty ready to start in the summer term) and eighteen attend Percy Shurmer
Academy each week to help Year 6 pupils with their reading.
Pictures show 6th formers and Year 7s in a recent mentoring launch getting to know each other.

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths - is STEM the way forward?
There is no doubt that many STEM related
careers are expecting huge shortfalls in
staff over the next 20 years and that
employees
who
work
in
these
industries/professions earn more than
colleagues in other labour market sectors.
Our students need as much information as
possible about STEM careers and to
understand the importance of studying
STEM subjects at Level 3 and degree level.
To this end St Alban's is raising students'
awareness through the curriculum and careers programme.
In January students spent two hours working with 12 STEM employees, from a variety of STEM
backgrounds, including medicine & healthcare, construction & architecture, mechanical & aerospace
engineering, civil & chemical engineering, health sciences, sport, accountancy and more.
Valuable information to help our students make those all important decisions.

Year 11s consider skills for the future
Twelve Year 11s are coming to the end of a
corporate mentoring programme they have
been involved with since last summer. They
have worked with staff from Aon, a leading
global professional services firm, and LM a
civil engineering company working on the
ground preparation for HS2. They have
enjoyed monthly mentoring sessions in
school and at the employer's offices and a
three day work experience placement.
As the programme draws to a close, students
attended a skills event at Aston University
where they networked with employers,
apprentices and people undertaking degree
apprenticeships.
Students
worked
on
activities with Year 11s from Ark Kings and
Ark Boulton which increased their knowledge of the many options available to them in the future.
Well done to all for attending all sessions throughout the programme!

Sixth Formers are real scholars
At the University of Nottingham recently eight
Year 12 students accepted certificates at the
Scholar’s Programme/Brilliant Club graduation
ceremony. Students had worked with a PhD
researcher from UoB on a philosophy project
and all passed their final assignment. Students
were taught and graded as they would have
been if they were first year undergraduates so to pass the course was a real achievement.
Special congratulations must go to Isra Zaman
and Muhammad Niyaz for achieving first class
honours.

It’s a dog’s life
Recommended
read
On 15th December 2017 eight students from Mr McInally's 'St
Alban's Adventures in Reading' book club attended a performance
of '101 Dalmatians' at the 'Birmingham Repertory Theatre.' The
Year 7, 8 and 9 students
who included Alyssa Arif,
Raihan Ali, Isabella LiddyStone, Ashgan Nassir, Shaz
Ahmed and Ali Zubeidi
had all read Dodie Smith’s
classic canine caper and
were able to see a live
stage
interpretation
which has been widely
acclaimed for its mixture
of music, puppetry and
comedy. Spot on, in fact!

Uniform read
Recommended

All uniform must be purchased by at the following address:
38 Popular Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 7AD
Normal opening hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday to
Saturday 9.30 to 4.30pm. For more information please visit their
website at:
http://www.clivemark.co.uk/schools/a/ark-st-alban-s-academy.html

Maths Puzzle
Recommended
read
A solid, four-inch cube of wood is coated with
blue paint on all six sides.
Then the cube is cut into smaller one-inch cubes.
These new one-inch cubes will have either three
blue sides, two blue sides, one blue side, or no
blue sides. How many of each will there be?

@ArkStAlbans

Dates for your diary
19/02/2018 to 23/02/2018 Half Term
16/03/2018 - Inset Day
02/04/2018 to 13/04/2018 Easter Holiday
16/04/2018 - Inset Day
28/05/2018 to 01/06/2018 Half Term

Message to Parents
Please be respectful to local
businesses when parking to
collect your children or visiting
the school. Poor parking can
make it extremely difficult for
deliveries and is, of course, a
safety hazard in relation to our
students. The parking restrictions
outside the school are in place to
try and avoid accidents and
hence we ask that you do not
park on the hazard or double
yellow lines when collecting
students or visiting the school.

