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Message from the Principal

“Mahad ilaah baa leh ilaahaas oo cirka iyo dhulkaba nabad ka yeelay, wanaagu
dadkaa leh.”
Haddiyada nabadda iyo farxaddaba adaa leh.
Ciid wanaagsan iyo sanad cusub ayaan idin leeyahay dhamaan St Alban’s
Academy.

To mark the
season, Ms Talbot
ran a Christmas
card competition
for KS3 students.
The submissions
were required to
have a religious
theme - so no
snowmen
or
Christmas trees
allowed!
After
being shortlisted
by
the
art
department, the
final winner was
decided by the
SLT - well done
Diana!

Engineering Construction - a Growing Industry
Did you know that by 2020 there
will be more than 60,000 new
jobs
in
engineering
construction? These positions
need to be filled by qualified
young people but most of us do
not even know what engineering
construction is all about. The
Engineering
Construction
Industry Training Board have
addressed
this
lack
of
knowledge by commissioning
performances in schools around
the country to explain to
students what it is all about.
Year 11 watched a performance
on 14th November and learned
that engineering construction is
at the heart of the developed
and developing world.

Without engineering construction
there would be no
heat to warm our homes
clean water to drink
petrol for cars
People who work in the industry
are responsible for:
design of process plants
construction of process
plants
maintenance of process plant
AND for the production of
oil
gas
water
food
power

Engineering Construction is
clearly an important, growth
industry that offers
apprenticeships to young people.
For more information about the
Pathway to University
industry and apprenticeships
For the past three years, as part of available in 2012 look at the
the centrally funded AimHigher website:
Programme, we have taken part in
an undergraduate mentoring scheme.
Undergraduate students from Aston
University come into the academy
each week to mentor Year 10
Calling all budding
students. 30 minute face-to-face
reporters!
sessions take place during the school
day for 15 weeks, supplemented by an online system to enable our
Ever thought about a career
students to contact their mentors at other times.
in journalism?
Mentors can help young people by:
Ÿ raising their aspirations to take their education further
Want to have your say on
Ÿ raising their educational performance which may improve their
school matters that are
examination results
important to you?
Ÿ increasing their awareness of higher education
Ÿ improving their self-esteem, motivation, confidence, persistence,
Well now is your chance!
application and time management
Ÿ giving them a greater understanding of how to apply to higher
If you would like to get
education institutions
involved with the school
Unfortunately,
government
newsletter,
contact
a
funding for this programme has
member of staff at Student
been removed but we are so
Services.
convinced of the benefit of this
initiative, we have decided to
Go on, why not do
purchase the service, with no
something different in the
cost to students’ families.
New Year?
Twenty Year 10 students will be
taking part this year and we will
update you with their progress
as the scheme develops.

www.ecitb.org.uk

St Alban’s Success at ARK Maths Challenge
Madhur Gupta, Fardowsa Ahmed, Aysha Khan and Ahmed
Hamid (Year 8) represented St Alban’s Academy at the ARK
Maths Challenge on 21st November. Eight ARK academies from
around the country participated and we are very proud of the
hard work and enthusiasm shown by our four competitors.
Our congratulations go to Madhur Gupta who won the
Individual Challenge Shield. Madhur answered some very
impressive questions not normally attempted until GCSE and
used only one of his two lives in the process. Well done Madhur!

DON’T FORGET!
Fronter is available to all
students for help with
Christmas homework and
assignments
Use your log in details in
your planner to access
Fronter at
www.fronter.com/ark

Birmingham Young Poet Laureate Competition
Every year Birmingham Council invites
young people to send in their poems. A
winner is chosen as young poet laureate
to represent the city over the next
year. The Academy encourages students
to take part and this year Aziza
Barnarwi earned an Achievement
Award. Many congratulations!

Need an idea for a Christmas present? Naaser’s winning Olympic mascot badge
is now on sale at John Lewis. Perfect...

Super Learning
Day!

During the last half term, Miss Joomun organised
for the University of Warwick to host the entire
Year 8 and their teachers for Super Learning Day.
The University organised a carousel of sessions:
the Mathematics of animal gaits in Maths, three
sorts of sorting (without computers!) in Computer
Science, and how to draw stars (and other shapes)
with Scratch in the DigiLab. The local branch of
the Institute of Engineering and Technology
sponsored lunch, and Claire Davenport of the
British Computer Society gave an inspiring talk at
the end of the event.
The students were exceptionally excited and
enthusiastic, enjoying themselves tremendously judging by the roar of approval at the end of the day! The University said: ‘What impressed us the
most was the high degree of engagement and attention being given by all the children across a
very wide ability range in all the sessions. This was a credit not only to the students and their
teachers but also to the hard work and preparation undertaken by the session leaders.’

Academy Council Activities

Look Who Visited the Academy!
In order to support the Academy Council’s
‘Children in Need’ activities, Pudsey came to
St Alban’s! By entertaining and amusing
everyone during break and lunchtime,
Pudsey, really helped to swell the charity
fund, especially by charging £1 for a photo.
Miss Afzal was first in line!
Thanks to all the staff and students of the
academy for their generous support.

Students take the prize at BMW
Fifteen Year 10 engineering students visited the
state-of-the-art BMW plant at Hams Hall just before
half term to get a taste of life in this prestigious
engineering company.
They were treated to a full tour of the factory where
they watched robots delivering parts to workers and
completed engines on overhead tracks making their
way to customers – BMW never build an engine that
hasn’t been ordered!
Students watched a film about the history of BMW and
met with apprentices who talked about their training,
the projects they had worked on and their futures as engineers.
Students were then split into small teams and worked
against older students from other schools and colleges
to design and build a balloon powered car that had to
compete in a race. Students were provided with raw
materials to build a chassis with wheels that could travel
in a straight line as fast and as far as possible.
It was no surprise to Mr Higgins when one of the St
Alban’s teams won the challenge – their engineering
expertise shining through even at this early age. Well
done team St Alban’s!
A small number of Engineering Maintenance and
Quality Engineering Apprenticeships are available
each year to school leavers who can expect to
achieve 4 GCSEs at C or above to include maths,
English and a science.
These can be applied for between January and March
2012 on the BMW website:

www.bmw-plant-hamshall.com
Our Year 11 students will be considering these and
the many other apprenticeships currently available
in their Future Readiness sessions each Friday after
Christmas.

Mathematician of the Month

Miss December
Somerville
1780 - 1872
Mary Somerville was born in Scotland, a descendant of George Washington. It was only because of
her privileged background that she was able to go
to school and learn about mathematics – it was
very unusual for a girl in the early19th century to
get a formal education.
One day, Mary was reading a ladies’ magazine. Amongst the pictures
of fashionable dresses, beauty tips and gossip of the day she found a
puzzle with X’s and Y’s in it. She became intrigued and was desperate
to find out how to solve it. All anyone could tell Mary was that it was
called ‘algebra’. It was only when she sneaked in on her brother’s
maths tutorial that she found out how to solve the problem. It was the
catalyst for her self-taught investigations into the world of
mathematics.
In time, Mary’s work was recognised by other mathematicians of the
day and the King awarded her a pension for ‘eminence in science’.
Her work was so respected that the famous astronomer, Sir Edward
Parry, named an arctic island after her. Not content with just a small
landmass in the frozen wastes of the far north bearing her name,
Oxford University also named Somerville College in her honour.

Monthly Maths Puzzle

Last Month’s
Winners

Recommended
Read

‘Invisible City’
by M.G. Harris
“Joshua’s life was pretty cool
– until his father was reported
dead in an air crash in Mexico.
Was it a tragic accident?
Why was the plane miles off
course?
Were there really UFOs in the
sky at the time of the crash?
In the depths of the Mexican
jungle Josh must find the truth
– and try to stay alive.”
The action is fast and furious as
Josh searches for the truth about
his father and uncovers an
incredible and dangerous secret.
This book has adventure, danger
and drama in abundance and will
leave you wanting more.
If you like an action packed read,
you will love this book.
Mrs. Butler

Madhur Gupta 8MA
Hosam Ismail Y11

Dates for your diary
January 4th – INSET – Academy
closed to students
January 5th - Target Setting Day
January 9th – 13th Y11 Work
Experience
January 11th – Superlearning Day
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