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Message from the Principal
“What does it mean to be an
academy?
The Oxford Dictionary tells us that
an academy is "a society or
institution of distinguished scholars
and artists or scientists that aims to
promote and maintain standards in
its particular field". St Alban's
Academy aims to promote and
maintain standards in our "field"
where we develop the intellectual
capabilities of our students.
To this end we have an unrelenting
focus on raising standards of
academic attainment underpinned
by extremely challenging targets.
In the last academic year we
achieved our best ever GCSE results
with 50% of students achieving 5 or
more good GCSEs including English
and Maths.
We expect the current Year 11 to
achieve 55%.
The current Year 10 will achieve 60%
The current Year 9 will achieve 70%
and form the basis of our first Sixth
Form. Most of these students will
also pass the new English
Baccalaureate including good GCSEs
in English, maths, sciences, a
language and
geography or
history.
The current years 8
and 9 and all
future year groups
will achieve 80%
plus. This is what
it means to be an
academy!.”

A successful team building day at one of the Midlands top
university
Our students were welcomed to
this prestigious local university
for a taste of university life on
7th June. They worked with
university staff and student
ambassadors on teambuilding
and designing their own degree
courses. All students were
involved in presenting their
ideas to the whole group, the
winning idea being a degree in
'taking risks' with the slightly
frightening slogan 'if you want
to risk death and have fun - this
degree will be for you!'
Year 9 thoroughly enjoyed the
day - they were shown round
the whole campus by the Aston
students; then faced a quiz to
see what they had learned. We saw sports and academic facilities,
including the new multi faith building and brand new library that is
open 24 hours a day during exams - no excuses for not revising
there then!

What students thought
Just a few comments from feedback forms:
“I think more visits like this should be arranged because it really
helps students - I always wanted to go to university but now some
of my friends that didn't want to go, do!”
“Today was an experience in a lifetime. The ambassadors were
really informative and I now know a substantial amount about
going to university. It has changed my opinion about universities
and I will consider Aston as an option.”
“One of the ambassadors told me about how this is a good place to
study engineering, which is why he chose it.”
WELL DONE YEAR 9!

News in Brief
Shakespeare Schools Festival
This year's play is Antony and Cleopatra.
Rehearsals have already started. Cast Workshop at Birmingham
Hippodrome Monday 26 September will be followed by a
Birmingham performance at Old Rep Theatre Monday 31st
October. There will also be a London performance at the RADA
Theatre Thursday 10th November.

Performing Engineering Options
Academy students land prestigious apprenticeship interviews with renowned Birmingham
institution Cadburys.
Four of our Year 11 Performing Engineering Operations students were recently interviewed for a very
much sought after engineering apprenticeship with the firm Cadbury.
The interviewers were very impressed with them all. We are eagerly awaiting the results and of course
we wish them every success in their careers as future engineers.
M Higgins: Director of Engineering Specialism.
“Thanks to this course I've also
figured out what I want to do
as my career choice. Because
this course gave me an insight
and experience with Computer
Aided Design, I really enjoyed
it and am planning to progress
into this in more detail so that
I can become a successful civil
engineer.”
Amal Noor
Year 11 student

“This three unit course has
taught me how to be
responsible, independent and
most of all how to believe in
myself. I also feel this has
given me strength, experience
with computer aided design
and practical engineering, I
have really enjoyed doing this
for two years.”
Samiya Nur
Year 11 student

“It has helped me as an
individual; I found that I
enjoyed all three units which
made me consider a career in
engineering. I found when
applying to colleges and for
apprenticeships, I had more
of a chance of a place.”
Leena Galeel
Year 11 student

“This course has given me
routes into engineering as a
career. It has given me the
chance to learn new skills,
which can be used in my
future career.”
Abdulnoor Mohamed
Year 11 student

“In my opinion the benefits of working in modular units have been the fact that it has enabled me to experience
many things, providing opportunities for variation throughout the two year course. The benefits of this are that it
has meant that I have gained valuable experience of many practical problems which has given me a broader
understanding of how to work with a range of materials and equipment.”
Abdulrrahman Thabet Year 11 student

Corris Residential Report 2011
Last term, five of St. Alban's' sports leaders were asked to go on a residential trip to Corris, Wales.
Those students were Victoria Sogbesan, Sheryar Malik, Naaser Butt, Ryan Clewer and Leannah
Warrington. The aim of the trip was to allow the sports leaders to work closely with students from
Calthorpe Specialist School and use the leadership skills they have developed over the past year. This
involved devising and leading activities, such as football, rounders and cricket, organising and
supervising the Calthorpe students during
activities, and helping to care for the students
and ensuring their safety whilst participating in
activities.
It was great to see all the students getting
involved as they made a real effort to get to
know the Calthorpe students and really
encouraged and motivated them to try all the
activities. They were patient and
understanding of the students needs, and
helped them when they needed it. Students
had the opportunity to do a variety of activities
on the trip including hill walking, pottery and
painting, an indoor triathlon, a day trip to the
beach and a trip to Red Ridge activity centre,
where they did indoor caving, rock climbing
and had a go on a zip-wire.

Birmingham Schools Indoor Rowing Championship 2011
Emphatic victory for St Albans Rowers
Last term, a group of year 7's and 8's competed in the Birmingham Schools Indoor Rowing Championship
which was held at Nechell's Sports Centre. Fresh from
their performance at the National Indoor Rowing
Competition, the students were keen to improve on
their performance and were out to win.
There were some outstanding performances, in
particular Majid Khan who came 1st in the year 7
boy's individual race and Zayudi Sharif who came 5th
in the year 8 boy's individual race. Phoebe Gibbs
dominated the year 8 girl's race coming 1st and Misha
Leader performed admirably coming 3rd in the year 7
girl's individual race.
The year 8 boy's group team consisting of Zayudi
Sharif, Umar Sharif, Hassan Qurishy and Majid Khan
put in an excellent performance and placed 2nd. The
year 8 girl's team consisting of Nyala White, Shayna
Mills, Phoebe Gibbs and Misha Leader did equally as
well placing 1st. It was great to see the students working hard and motivating each other, and their
efforts paid off as most students placed at least in the top ten in their category. Well done to all those
students who competed.

Graffiti Artist at St Alban's
Prominent Manchester graffiti artist Claire Rye inspires St
Alban's pupils
On 8th and 9th June
Year 10 Art students
had the opportunity
to work with Claire
Rye, a graffiti artist
based in Manchester.
During the workshops
Claire showed
examples of her workwhich ranged from
wall murals to painted
buses! Students had
the opportunity to
discuss their ideas on
the theme of
'Freedom and
Independence' and
take part in individual
and group challenges.
Six highly motivated
students were asked
by Claire to combine their designs into a large scale piece which will
be 'painted' in a graffiti style on a huge interactive digital graffiti wall
at the Ark Arts Event at the Barbican in London. They will have just
fifteen minutes to complete their design as a 'performance'. Everyone
is very excited to be working on such an innovative project!

Recommended Read
Percy Jackson
and the
Lightning Thief
by Rick
Riordan
“Look, I didn't want to
be a half-blood. I
never asked to be the
son of a Greek god. I was just a normal kid,
going to school, playing basketball,
skateboarding. The usual. Until I
accidentally vaporized my maths teacher.
That's when things started really going
wrong. Now I spend my time fighting with
swords, battling monsters with my friends
and generally trying to stay alive. ”

This is the first book in a series of
adventures about Percy and has
been made into a successful film.
All those who have read this so far
have really enjoyed the book and
are looking forward to the latest
adventure to be published in July
2011.
I highly recommend this book as a
great read for all ages.
Mrs Butler, Librarian

News in Brief
Upcoming ‘ARK Music Gala’
This will be another opportunity for St. Alban's Academy Choir to join forces with other ARK Academies
and work with internationally renowned musicians in a mass choir event. In addition to this Nyala
White and Sharur Kaur (both in year 8), will be performing as a duet on the Dohl drums.
Rehearsals are on Thursday 30th June and the concert, which will be held at the Barbican, London,
will be held on Monday 4th July 2011.

Roving Reporter
On the first
week back from
holiday in my
English class
room, Mr
Gregory
Book Factor Event
inquired
Students meet author David Whitley
whether anyone
On the 15th June St Alban's students joined pupils from 5 other
was interested in joining sessions
collegiate schools at an author event at the Central Library Theatre.
taken by Dr Burrells every
The event had been arranged as part of the Book Factor which is
Wednesday - she's a lecturer from
currently being held in the Academy Library. The speaker was young
Birmingham university and she
writer David Whitley. He told us about his experiences in writing
would take us through life after
fantasy books, one of which, The Midnight Charter, is proving a
joining university. I thought that it
favourite amongst the collegiate students. After a lively and
would be a great opportunity to
entertaining talk, David encouraged the audience to create their
understand the circumstances you
own imaginary world and think about who would live in it. There
have to face in university. I was
were some very interesting ideas put forward. After answering
fascinated by the idea and decided
numerous questions, David signed books and posed for pictures with
to join so that I would have some
the students. All of the students had an enjoyable day and felt they
experience. Also my class mates
had learned something new about writing.
were delighted to join as well. I
was eager to join and couldn't wait
patiently for the day; fortunately,
the waiting didn't last long and the
day finally came.
On Wednesday 8th of June,
everyone that wanted to be
involved attended the session in
the LSC (Learning Support Centre)
with Dr Burrells. At first we
Author David Whitley with St. Alban's Academy
examined people's ambitions and
Students
the courses they desired. We
looked through the prospectuses of
Students and staff awards evening
different types on universities.
After scanning through the topics
and courses, I was stunned to see
that there were thousands of
topics from which to choose. I was Awards evening to be held at Birmingham City Football club
able to choose other courses that I Students and staff will be visiting Birmingham City Football club on
might do which are my passion. It
the 7th of July for the Calthorpe School Sports Partnership awards
was a thrilling session and I was
evening.
glad to meet Dr Burrells. I really
appreciated the offer I was given
In the next edition:
and I am looking forward to the
Special ‘Olympics 2012’ announcement!
next session.
Calthorpe Disability Awareness Programme
Masuma Ali
Student visit to South Birmingham College
8WATT24
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Dates for your diary
Teacher
Training
Parents
meetings

30th June
1st July
8th July (Year 10)
15th July (Year 7/8)

Open Days

14th September
28th September
12th October

