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Celebrating Success!
Ku dabaaldag guul
National Award for our new building

We are delighted by the news that the architects dRMM have won
both the RIBA West Midlands Regional Award and a National Award
for our new building! Congratulations to all those who have worked
so hard over the last three years in designing and building it.

Our new chaplain begins his work at St Alban's
We at St Alban's Academy are
privileged to welcome Father
Nicholas Lo Polito as our new
Chaplain. Father Nicholas is
also the new Parish Priest at St
Alban and St Patrick Church in
Stanhope Street.
Please turn over the page for a
full account of the event on
10th June (Celebration of a
New Ministry) as well as a letter from Father Nicholas to the
community.

St Alban’s leads the country for maths progress
The academy receives ‘pupil premium’ funding for the 82% of our
students that meet government criteria for additional support to
address economic disadvantage. The latest national data shows
that these students at St Alban’s make faster progress in maths
than similar students in any other school in the country. The data
for all students at St Alban’s identifies only one school in the
country where progress in maths is better.

Message from the Principal
Celebrating Success
At St Alban's we
always have a great
deal to celebrate and
enjoy. When I asked
the teachers, "What
is the best thing
about St Alban's
Academy?" They said,
"The children."
When I asked them,
"What is the second best thing about St
Alban's Academy?" They said, "The staff."
I have yet to ask the children themselves
but when I do I will let you know what
they say!
It is a great privilege to work with a
team of people so committed to the
best interests of the students and so
supportive of each other.
Celebrating success is something that
we do all the time at St Alban's. In
recent weeks there have been several
reasons for particular celebration:
Ÿ Father Nicholas Lo Polito has been
installed as Priest in Charge of the
Parish and Academy Chaplain
Ÿ Abdul Rashid has been appointed as
the first ARK Honorary Governor of
St Alban's Academy
Ÿ The new academy building has won
both West Midlands and National
design awards from the Royal
Institute of British Architects
Ÿ Data analysis has shown that St
Alban's students make faster
progress in maths than students in
any other school in the country.

Come and celebrate with us
On July 10th at 2.45pm the Right Revd
David Urquhart, Bishop of Birmingham is
coming to St Alban's Academy to lead a
special celebration to honour three
people who are very important to us:
Ÿ Abdul Rashid (First ARK Honorary
Governor)
Ÿ Father Nicholas Lo Polito (New
Academy Chaplain)
Ÿ Dr Carol Starkie (Diocesan Governor)

Celebration of a New Ministry
The Licensing Ceremony was held at St Alban and St Patrick Church on Monday 10th June and was
conducted by Rt Revd. David Urquhart, Bishop of Birmingham and The Ven Hayward Osborne
Archdeacon of Birmingham. St Alban's Academy Choir performed
an inspirational piece called 'How Great is God' which also
included beautiful solos by Mohammed Fahim, Phoebe Gibbs,
Sharun Kaur and Tamara Conway.
The occasion brought together leaders of all faiths in the local
community who individually welcomed Father Nicholas and
presented him with gifts to symbolise tradition, faith and music. A
Year 10 pupil, Amina Akter from St Alban's Academy presented him
with gifts to symbolise the Ministry of Youth.
It was a very uplifting occasion and was attended by almost 200
people. Father Nicholas was previously chaplain at Birmingham
University and I was told it was with great reluctance that they let
him go. We are indeed blessed to have such a popular man serve
and be a part of our St Alban’s Academy community.
Dear Students and Friends of St Alban's Academy
The credit goes to Mr Gould and his staff that our school should continue to offer to its students opportunities
to grow into mature human beings not only by pursuing high academic achievements and physical and mental
wellbeing, but also by cultivating the spiritual dimension of every
individual. It is for this reason that the Academy has chosen to
reappoint a chaplain to the students and the staff, in continuity
with the work that my predecessor, Fr Pervaiz Sultan, carried out
during his time among you. I was born in Italy and I have been a
Church of England vicar in Birmingham since 1998, the last eight
years as chaplain at the multi faith chaplaincy of the University of
Birmingham. Before coming to the UK with my family, I served in
Egypt and Sudan. Among other things, I shall endeavor to help our
children grow in their spirituality and in the faith passed on to them
by their family. With other members of our staff already engaging
in similar ventures, I will offer opportunities for prayer, for
respectful dialogue with students of other faiths, and a listening ear.
I look forward to meeting you all.
Fr Nicholas

St Alban’s Entrepreneurs
St Alban's uncovered some budding entrepreneurs in Year 11 recently as Business Studies
students planned and ran their own small business enterprise activities. Students found
that they had a whole host of skills and qualities that had previously been lying untapped;
we were treated to the finest home-made samosas, saw some outstanding leaders and
witnessed these young adults support and encourage each other to be as successful as
possible in their efforts to learn new skills and raise money for a range of charities.
Well done!

Burberry - Not Just Trench Coats!
Year 10 art and textiles students spent a great day at the Burberry HQ in London in March. They were
selected for the trip according to their effort and achievement in the subject.
Students met staff from design, promotions, marketing and human
resources and interviewed them to find out about their careers
with Burberry and the route they had taken into employment in
this sector.
Following this students were given a task to plan a fashion show,
taking into account the information they had gathered during the
interviews.
St Alban's students did a great job and presented to the rest of the
group what they had learned during the day.
A little sightseeing along the way made for a good day out with lots
of photographs of the Houses of Parliament being taken for use in a future project in the academy.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
We are coming to the end of our first Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Award with 12 students in Year 10 who have committed
themselves all year to complete the first three sections of their
award: volunteering, physical activity and learning a new skill. In
May they completed their practice expedition with flying colours
where they did a two day walking expedition around the Waseley
and Lickey Hills carrying all they needed to
camp out for the night. All of the students
are preparing now for their assessed
expedition in June which will be in the Wye
Valley and Severn Valley Railway. The
fundraising group who have been
fundraising throughout the year for their
volunteering section will be doing another
fundraising event soon and the whole
group will be selling cakes they have baked
in July, a skill they have been learning for
their Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Praise to Year 8
Congratulations to the six Year 8
students who won certificates in the
UK mathematical challenge. They
were: Mahmood Hamid (Gold), Tony
Youngyue (Silver) and the following
students received Bronze, Zayd
Ahmed, Henna Nadeem, Ahmedaha
Mohamed and Mohsin Ali.
Every year some of St Alban's
Academy students take part in the
challenge which is run by the UK
Mathematics Trust to encourage
children’s interest in mathematics
and develop their skills. The top 40%
of students get a certificate of
varying levels (Gold, Silver or Bronze)
based on their score.

Girl's Camping Trip May 2013
We recently took a group of girls camping to The Stables Outdoor Education Centre in Bromsgrove. For
some, this was the first time they had ever been camping, so it was a new experience for them. On Friday
night, the girls had the task of cooking their own dinner on a camping stove.
They did this very well
and
nobody
went
hungry. Saturday was a
fun packed day filled
with lots of activities,
including orienteering,
problem
solving
activities, zip wire and
a high ropes course.
The girls were really
enthusiastic and had a
go at everything. Many
of
them
had
to
overcome their fear of
heights. In the evening,
there was a barbeque and we had a camp fire. On Sunday morning, they took part in an orienteering
competition. It was a great weekend and everyone was helpful and behaved exceptionally well.

Sixth Form Induction Success
Year 11 students attended a two day induction programme for sixth form at St Alban's Academy on the
24th and 25th of June. On the first day they went to the Stables' Outdoor Education Centre where they
were given various puzzles to work out in teams. The final competition was to see if they could protect
an egg successfully when dropped from a 70 foot platform. Students were challenged on each activity and
graded for skills which were similar to the skills needed for sixth form and
university study.
The following day gave students an opportunity to try out the subjects they
would like to take for A Level and Level 3 Vocational courses. Students were
dressed smartly in business clothes and impressed teachers with their
enthusiasm, determination and confidence.
The next stage for sixth form students is the Enrolment Day on GCSE Results
Day, Thursday 22nd of August. The start of term is on Thursday 5th September.
There is continuing demand for places in our sixth form. Vacancies are limited
but if you know someone who would like to join our sixth form, please contact
us as soon as possible on 0121 446 1300 or sixthform@stalbansacademy.org.

Recommended Read

Scientist of the Month

Jane Goodall
Johhny Delgado
1934-Present
Private Detective
"Every individual matters. Every individual has a role to play.
Every individual makes a difference."
Twenty-four
This famous quote is floors up, the
by Dame Valerie Jane only way is down!
Goodall who was born When
Johnny
in London in 1934. She Delgado decided
is the world's foremost to become a
authority
on private detective
chimpanzees, having it seemed like
closely observed their such a good idea behaviour for the past gorgeous girls in need of help,
quarter century in the wads of cash. But when you live in a
jungles of Africa. As a council estate as rough as
26-year-old in 1960, his things can become a little too
she travelled to Tanzania and bravely entered the little-known dangerous. He soon finds himself out
world of wild chimpanzees. She was equipped with nothing more of his depth and in big trouble.
than a notebook and pair of binoculars but over time she gained
their trust. She managed to open a window into their lives This is a short but electric read
allowing us all to understand more about their behaviour and crackling with attitude and adrenalin,
environment. She is a primatologist, so she spends her time addictive to the last page.
studying the behaviour, anatomy, environment and conservation Mrs. Butler
of monkeys, chimpanzees and orangutans. Jane believes that
every individual, both human and animal, deserves to be treated
with respect and kindness and it is her scientific research and
Maths Puzzle
tireless efforts that have contributed greatly to the conservation
and protection of these fascinating creatures.
What number should replace the
question mark?

Dates For Your Diary
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3rd July - Ark Music Gala, Barbican, London
3rd July - New Year 7 Induction Day
8th July - Super Learning Day
22nd July - Imperial College Trip
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Summer Term Sports News
The Year 7 boys' football team played their first match against Yardley
School on the new 3G pitch in June. It
was a great match to watch, with the
boys playing well together as a team.
Tyrike Burke, Riley Keasey and Jhonte
Ward played well up front and created
several opportunities to score. Abdalla
Haji Hussein was able to take advantage
of these opportunities and scored 3 goals.
The final score was 5 -1 to St Alban's, a
well-deserved win.
The Year 8 girls' rounders team have had
two tournaments this term. The first tournament saw them up against
Small Heath and Hodge Hill Girl's School. They lost their first match by
a couple of rounders but won their second with a big lead coming 2nd
overall. In their second tournament, they won 2 games and lost 1, so
they came 3rd overall out of 6 teams.
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