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St Alban’s Academy begins its sixth form in
September 2013
September 2013 St Alban’s Academy waxaa uu bilaabaayaa in uu wax
barashadiisa u fidiyo illaa sixth form. Waxaana uu ka midnoqday schoolada ugu
Message from the Principal
sareeyo wadankaan.
Message from the Principal
Each person gets a finite number of opportunities in their life. The number of really good opportunities
is quite small. I think that each opportunity is rather like the last bus going by. If you do not get on it
when you have the chance it will not come back to pick you up later!
Students in year 10 have a great opportunity to be the first St Alban’s Academy sixth
formers and to continue the outstanding progress they have been making for another
two years here at St Alban’s before moving on to university or the career of their
choice.
This opportunity needs to be seized by all of those students who with hard work and
determination have the capacity to achieve the entry grades. I wish them all the
very best of luck in this endeavour and I wish you all peace and joy at Easter.

Artist’s
impression of
the new
academy
building

From September 2013 students can take all the steps to university in St Alban’s Academy itself. The present
year 10 will become part of history as the first cohort of sixth form students. The St Alban’s Academy Sixth
Form will help them make that vital step between GCSEs and university and will offer A Levels and Level
3 Vocational courses.
The praise heaped on the academy by Ofsted, the Prime Minister and Sir Michael Wilshaw, the Chief
Inspector of Schools, shows how far St Alban’s has come in the last three years. Official statistics inform
us that our students make more progress than most other schools. This will continue in the St Alban’s
Academy Sixth Form where expectations will be equally high to ensure students reach their full potential.
They know that they will have to work hard and meet the demanding entry requirements to secure a place
in history as one of the first St Alban’s sixth formers.

Year 10 Sports Leaders

A big ‘Well done!’ is in order for the 10 St Alban’s students who, as a
requirement of their Sports Leader award, recently attended Percy
Shurmer Primary School to lead a range of sports games and activities
with their Year 2 students.
The Sports Leaders were divided into pairs and given the challenge to
set up, lead and score a game or activity such as football dribble,
football shooting, bean bag throwing or bench balance.
Our Sports Leaders did a brilliant
job, especially considering that this
was the first time most of them had
ever done anything like this. Their appearance and attitude matched
St Alban’s usual high standards and their interaction with the young
children and the confidence shown were first class.
The Percy Shurmer students really enjoyed the activities, with lots of
smiling faces before, during and after the competition. The teachers
at the primary school were also very appreciative and thanked our
students for their effort, maturity and organisational skills.

Year 9s Demonstrate their Flair for Fashion
Super Learning Day saw all our Year
9 students involved in an exciting
enterprise event – ‘CATWALK’ - here
in the academy.
After forming themselves into small
businesses, students learned how to
market their company to a panel of
judges. This involved presenting
their business, which included a
business card, a poster and a carrier
bag they had to design and make.
The judges were also treated to a
radio jingle each company had written advertising their clothing
emporium.
Students practised their entrepreneurial skills with pretend money,
buying materials to make clothes and accessories to buy and sell
in an effort to make the most profit.
The students learned that changes in the business environment effect
how companies operate by dealing with real life situations presented
to them throughout the day. The event ended with a fashion show to
display the clothes students had made. T h e y took on the role of
catwalk models and wowed judges with their designs and modelling
prowess.
Prizes went to the company
which made the most profit, to
the best company pitch and to
the best outfit modelled on the
catwalk.
Volunteers from the world of
business helped run the day and
commented on the exemplary
behaviour
and
total
commitment of our students!

Guest
Recommended
Read
“This short novel
powerfully recalls
the horrors of the
First World War,
with the central
characterThomas
Peaceful having
flashbacks on his
life, especially the atrocities
he witnessed as a 17 year old
soldier.”
This book should appeal to all
students from 11 upwards no
matter what genre of books
they prefer. Themes including
friendship, family ties, the
hardship of rural life and army
bullying are all covered with
great clarity before the novel
builds to a compelling and tragic
climax.
It is a great introduction to
the work of Michael Morpurgo,
who has won lots of prizes
for his children’s literature and
poetry.
You can find many of his most
famous books in the library.
Mr Cadney
Get well soon Mrs Butler

Sister’s Club
Recruiting

The Sister’s Club set up a
recruitment drive in the foyer in
an effort to find new members to
join this illustrious group. Mrs
Pitterson
stated
that
an
additional 25 girls from Years 7, 8
and 9 became members during
this week.

Table Tennis News

St Alban’s Scientists

One lucky year group from St Alban’s were excited to be visiting the
famous and most impressive Imperial College London. The university
is rated 7th best in the world and counts Sir Alexander Fleming and HG
Wells in its alumni.
Whilst there, the students engaged with a number of exciting activities
such as extracting DNA from a strawberry, CSI chemical analysis,
building rockets and spectroscopy. All of the students in Year 7 are now
able to identify the chemical composition of hydrogen – no excuses!
After all of this hard work, the students went on a tour of the university
where they learned about the history of the site, including some of its
older buildings which are over 200 years old.
Overall, the students had a fantastic day and now have Imperial
College London on the list of possible future University choices!

Science students visit Twycross Zoo

The St Alban’s table tennis team
won an important victory which
sees them go forward to the
Birmingham finals. The team
consists of Isa Abdou, khalid Saleh,
Noon Hail and Sheryar Malik. Isa
and Khalid remained unbeaten and
won their division. Noon also won
his division losing only one Match.
In total, the team only lost three
matches in the whole tornament!

STOP PRESS!!
From the beginning of
next term the catering
service comes in-house.
Look out for more
details in the next
newsletter.

The Year 10 Science BTEC group
visited Twycross Zoo as part of
their conservation assignment in
their Biology unit. The purpose of
the trip was for students to
understand the role of zoos and
their breeding programmes in
conservation.
Twycross has grown to become one
of the biggest zoos in Britain and
has over 1000 animals on show
including elephants, giraffes,
leopards, camels, meercats,
otters, sea lions, tortoises,
penguins, flamingos, gorillas and
lots of different species of monkey.
The students were lucky enough to
see some baby animals including a
baby orang-utan, baby bonobo and
a baby snow leopard. They also
listened to a talk explaining why
animals are endangered from the
threats of habitat destruction,
hunting and the illegal pet trade and
what we can all do to rescue them.
The students had a great day and
were able to use their experience
to complete their assignment.

Monthly Maths Puzzle

Mathematician of the Month

The following figures form a
pattern. Draw the fourth figure.

1st

Mr March
Leonhard Euler, 1707–83
Leonhard Euler was born and educated at Basel.
He went to St. Petersburg (1727), at the
invitation of Catherine I, becoming professor of
mathematics there in 1733. He was invited to
Berlin in 1741) by Frederick the Great and
remained there until 1766 when he returned to
St. Petersburg.
Euler was the most prolific mathematician who ever lived; his
collected works run to more than seventy volumes. He contributed to
numerous areas of both pure and applied mathematics, including the
calculus of variations, analysis, number theory, algebra, geometry,
trigonometry, analytical mechanics, hydrodynamics, and the lunar
theory (calculation of the motion of the moon). Euler was one of the
first to develop the methods of the calculus on a wide scale.
Though half-blind for much of his life and totally blind for the last
seventeen years, he retained to the end a near legendary skill at
calculation. Among his achievements are the differential equation
named after him, the formula relating the number of faces, edges,
and vertices of a polyhedron (F + V = E + 2), and the famous equation
eiπ + 1 = 0 connecting five fundamental numbers in mathematics.

2nd

?
3rd

4th

Last Month’s Winner:
Madhur Gupta
Answer: 15 ladybirds

Year 8 Students in Court
As part of the Future Readiness programme, Year 8s were learning
about the legal system and the magistrate’s court trials. A case
study was given to the students and they were given roles and
responsibilities to fulfil. From the whole of the year group, 13
students were selected to go to Victoria Law Courts on Saturday
3rd March to compete with other schools in
two trials, prosecuting in one and defending
in the other.
On arrival at the courts, the students
became nervous as they saw their
competitors, this continued as they started
the trials. The cross examination of the defendant and both sets of witnesses was
very intense. As a result of their wonderful preparation, the ability to stay calm
under unforeseen circumstances and their sharp minds which picked out the
inconsistencies in the oppositions case, St Alban’s won in both trials! On two separate
occasions the real magistrate praised the efforts of our students and gave a particular
mention to Ubaid Rahman.

Dates for your diary
Monday 2nd April - Easter holiday
begins
Monday 16th April – Target Setting
Day: Y7-10 students and parents to
attend individual appointments, Y11
to attend for revision.
Tuesday 17th April – Academy reopens for students
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