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Message from the
Principal
Recent success has led me to
reflect on a long journey. I
came to work at St Alban’s CE
Secondary School, as it was
then known, in September
1991, twenty years ago.
There have been many
changes and the school has
improved, albeit slowly,
throughout all of that period
facing many serious
challenges along the way.
In the last few years the pace
of improvement has
increased very dramatically.
In 2007 we became a
Specialist Engineering
College. In 2009 we became
an academy. St Alban’s
Academy is now powering its
way towards the top of the
league table of Birmingham
schools overtaking all its
rivals on the way.
This accelerating progress is
set to continue and I will be
announcing
a great
outcome
from our
OFSTED
inspection
in our next
newsletter.

Lord Morris of Handsworth
Visits St Alban’s
Lord morriska handsworth ayaa booqasho ku yimid St
Alban’s Academy dhamaan araday waa ay u riyaaqeen inta uu
booqashada ku joogay
Dhamaan Ardayda waa ay u ritaaqeen markii uu Lord Morriska
Handsworth uu booqasho ku yimid St Alban’s Academy.

Students impress Lord
Morris during academy
visit
On October 7th Lord Morris of
Handsworth visited the academy
to talk about his life and career.
Speaking to the Year Seven
cohort, he described his early
years in Jamaica, and his later
successes as the first black leader
of the Trades Union Congress and as a
member of the House of Lords. Lord
Morris spoke powerfully about the
role that strong family relationships,
hard work and perseverance had
played in his achievements, and told
the group: ‘Whatever anyone says,
you must never give up!’
Later, on a tour of the academy,
Lord Morris – who used to be an
engineer – spent some time in our
successful engineering department.
He was very impressed by the quality
of work in Mr. Harrold’s room, and
singled out Hussain Haji for special
praise. As he left, Lord Morris
commented that the ‘very smart
students’ of St Alban’s Academy
were a credit to their families and
their
community.

Celebration of the
Multifaith Chaplaincy

15th September saw a special
service of celebration in the
church for the new Chaplain
of St Alban’s Academy, Revd
Pervaiz Sultan. The service
was led by the Bishop of
Birmingham, The Rt Revd
David Urquhart.
Representatives of local faith
groups attended the service
and offered words of support
to the new chaplain.

Students Set for University
“From this experience I learnt
a lot about myself. I learnt to
be more independent and that I
shouldn’t be afraid of meeting
new people. It also improved
my confidence.” - Mohsen
A’Amer

During their summer break,
Universities across the West
Midlands invited a selection of
Year 10 and 11 students to stay
with them for a few days to get
a real taste of University life.
After their experience, our Year
“On the first day of UniFest, I
10s returned brimming with
felt like I was a stranger in a
confidence and eager to work
new country! I felt very nervous hard to achieve their goals.
and found it difficult to talk to
others. However, doing team
activities led to people
introducing themselves and to
making new friends too!
I think everyone should go to
UniFest to gain experience of
how life really is for students
at University” - Walid Azam

“Aston University delivers a
range of subjects I did not even
know about such as Quantum
Mechanics, Astrophysics,
Nuclear Physics, Radiation
Physics and many more that I
am interested in.”
- Hosam Ismail
“It wasn’t like a normal school
day, instead we did various
activities like learning how to
use different surgical
equipment and how to perform
CPR on a patient. We were also
given the opportunity to learn
how to use a stethoscope!” Ayibongwe Sithole

“There were lots of enjoyable activities to help us ‘students’ to work in groups and learn how to
communicate with each other effectively. I was a bit nervous at first because there were not a lot
of people who I knew, but I soon made new friends which was fantastic!” - Naseem Sulieman

Recommended Read
‘The London Eye Mystery’ by Siobhan Dowd
“Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye. Thirty minutes later
the pod lands and the doors open. People exit – but where is Salim? Even the police are
baffled by his seemingly impossible disappearance.
Can Ted and Kat work together to find him before it is too late..?”
I liked the way the story is told by Ted, so we find the clues at the same time he does. He and his older
sister have to learn to work together and to understand each other better before they can find out what
happened to Salim. I enjoyed this mystery and am happy to recommend it as a good read.
Mrs. Butler

Students experience the World of Work at the home of Cadbury
Students have been learning about the work that goes
into creating their favourite Cadbury chocolate after
going behind the scenes of the Kraft Foods factory in
Bournville.
In total, 16 pupils and 2 members of staff from the
Academy took part in the Cadbury Foundation funded
World of Work Programme, which was developed to
support pupils undertaking diplomas in Manufacturing,
Engineering and Leisure and Tourism.
As part of the World of Work programme, the St. Alban’s
Academy pupils were given a guided tour of the site
allowing them to see the working factory in action.
Mr Higgins, Director of Engineering, said: “The students
were given actual engineering problems to solve which helped to deepen their understanding of the subject.
The real-life experiences they have gained will help to support their studies and everyone is really looking
forward to returning to present their solutions in front of the Kraft Foods team.”

St Alban’s Sports Update
The St Alban’s Year 9
football team played
their first ever full
sided game together
against Yardleys. This
was a friendly match
in preparation for a
Next Steps for Year 11
cup game in a few
weeks time. The
On 30th September the Academy
home team started
hosted the annual Careers event
the better and were
for Year 11 students and their
leading the game 3 –
families.
0 at half time. However, St Alban’s made a much better start after
Representatives from all
the break and were on top for most of the second half. Unfortunately
Birmingham and Solihull colleges Yardley’s scored another goal on the counter attack. Once again
and some school sixth forms
though, St Alban’s dug deep and their persistent, “never say die”
attended to offer advice to
attitude was nearly rewarded with a goal when Callum Rowe’s
students about their options for
powerful volley hit the
next year.
crossbar.
Personnel from the British Army,
They eventually got the
the NHS, providers of IT, motor
goal their endeavour
vehicle, childcare and business
deserved as Mehdi
apprenticeships as well as BMW
Akhbar’s pinpoint corner
came along to give information
was guided into the net
and guidance to our young people
by Callum Rowe’s header.
about career opportunities in
St Alban’s efforts were
their organisations.
epitomised by “Man of
Careers advisors from the
the Match” Mohsin
Connexions Service were also on
Ahmed’s determined
hand to offer advice and support.
performance.
The students and their families
were encouraged to look at the
Midnight Walk for Charity
following websites which provide
a plethora of useful information:
On Saturday 17th September two of St Alban’s administration staff
www.connexions-bs.co.uk
took part in the sponsored 10k Midnight Walk, in aid of Acorns
www.youchoose14-19.co.uk
Children’s Hospice. This is the second year Mrs Mason and Mrs Leach
www.apprenticeships.org.uk
have done the walk which is for ladies only and takes place around
Any queries about these sites or
the streets of Birmingham city centre.
any issue relating to careers
should be directed to Mrs S Smith Around 1000 ladies took part in the walk which began in Victoria
Square and followed a route which included the Bullring, Millennium
(Careers Co-ordinator) on 464
Point and the Jewellery Quarter. Fortunately the weather stayed
7224.
dry, and Mrs Mason and Mrs Leach completed the walk in 2 hours Did You Know...?
both were very tired the next day but had no blisters and thoroughly
There are a number of musical
enjoyed the event!
activities on offer to the
An impressive total
students of St Alban’s such as:
of £451 was raised
SPARK Choir - join ARK
massed choir
Brass Ensemble
St Alban’s Academy Choir open to all who wish to
raise the roof with their
voice!
Speak to Mr Ball to get
involved.

for Acorns through
sponsorship from
family, friends and
Academy
colleagues - Mrs
Leach and Mrs
Mason would like
to say a huge
thank you to
everyone for their
support.

Mathematician of the Month
Mr October
Archimedes
287 B.C. – 212 B.C.
Archimedes, the greatest mathematician of
ancient times, was born in Syracuse, a
Greek colony on Sicily. Archimedes was so
incredibly inventive that it is difficult to fit
much of it in this small space!
Perhaps the most practical of Archimedes’
inventions was the water screw, or cochilas. When put into water at an angle and
turned, with the minimum of effort it drew
the water up out of rivers, mines or the
occasional sinking ship. Today it is used in
cement mixers. Turn it one way and it
mixes, turn it the other way and it empties
without the need for a tipping mechanism. Brilliant!
Archimedes is most famous for investigating buoyancy and the
displacement of water. He had been stuck with a problem for some
time, and then solved it as he got into the bath and all the water
sloshed out. He was so excited that he ran down the road completely
naked, shouting ‘Eureka, Eureka!’ (Meaning, ‘I have found it’).

In the next edition:
OFSTED report
Sporting update
Undergraduate Mentoring Scheme

Got
something to
share? Let us
know!

Students Have Their Say!
On the 4th of October, three
Academy Council representatives
gave a presentation to the
academy Governors about what
they considered to be the positive
and negative aspects of St Alban’s
Academy.
Attia Begum and Nasrin Zarin
performed a two minute role play
on why children should go to St
Alban’s Academy; they even mentioned the fact that the Prime
Minister praised the academy and its rising GCSE results.
This was followed by Ayibongwe Sithole who explained what the
academy could possibly do to improve. Some of these
recommendations included providing lockers, creating a family
library, wider corridors and more sports facilities.
The governors were very impressed by this informative presentation.

Dates for your diary
Oct 31st – Academy closed: INSET
Nov 7th – Academy closed: INSET
Dec 12 – 16 – Mock GCSE exams
Dec 16th – last day of term

Monthly Maths Puzzle
Four men want
to cross a
bridge which
will crumble in
18 minutes!
There are 4
problems:
Ÿ Only a maximum of 2 people
may cross at a time.
Ÿ They need a torch because it
is very dark. The men are not
allowed to toss the torch
over the river, so one person
has to go back with the light
for the others.
Ÿ One man takes 10 minutes to
cross, another takes 5
minutes to cross, another
takes 2 minutes to cross, and
the last takes 1 minute to
cross.

Ÿ If two people cross the
bridge together, they must
walk at the pace of the
slower one.
WILL THEY MAKE IT?

Last Month’s solution: 14
The winners are:
1. Zayed Ahmad Yr 7
2. Hosam Ismail Yr 11
3. Madhur Gupta Yr 8
September Attendance
Figures
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year

7...................97.33%
8...................95.58%
9...................96.79%
10..................94.66%
11..................95.64%
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