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Sainsbury's CEO Justin King teaches a St Alban's Academy lesson
A Year 7 class at St Alban's Academy had an unusual visiting teacher taking their ICT lesson this
month. The man responsible for Sainsbury's supermarkets began the lesson with a brief
introduction about himself and his own education which began at a state school in Solihull, only a
few miles away. Mr King asked the students what they knew about Sainsbury's and his role as CEO,
and the students then designed their own Red Nose and slogan. He was keen to stress the
importance of 'knowing your numbers' and illustrated this by explaining the costs associated with
the design and production of the red nose and the donation Sainsbury's makes to Comic Relief.
The students impressed the chauffer driven executive with their questions and enthusiasm. After
the lesson he commented:
"The pupils were fantastic, they were a really disciplined bunch but also really keen to learn."
The event was part of a week where more than 30 successful figures from business, politics,
journalism and the world of entertainment were given the chance to experience life as a teacher
in Teach First partner schools across the country.

Sainsbury's CEO Justin King talking to pupils at St Alban's Academy for Teach First Week 2011

Further National Recognition for St Alban’s
At a prestigious national
award ceremony in
London, our academy
was rewarded for its
excellence not just once,
but twice. Mr Gregory
and Miss Walton both
made separate trips to
the nation's capital
where they were
entertained at the Royal
College of Physicians. St
Alban's Academy was
honoured as one of the best schools in the country for both
raising GCSE performance and student progress.
Elizabeth Reid, Chief Executive of the Specialist Schools and
Academies Trust said the awards "show how schools make a
difference and raise achievement above expectations."

Message from the Principal
“A big thank you to all our parents
and families for the wonderful
support you have given to the
academy. Our ordered and well
disciplined environment in which
students can make outstanding
academic progress has been achieved
through working closely with parents
who give their full backing to our
behaviour policy. They also help by
making sure that their children attend
the extra lessons we provide for them
outside of normal academy hours.
These include extra English and maths
lessons on Saturday mornings and
GCSE exam preparation and revision
sessions that take place at half term
and in the holidays.
Our mission at St Alban's is to close
the attainment gap between children
living in the inner city and children in
more prosperous areas. The great
support we get from parents, families
and the community is what will help
us ensure that all our students achieve
at the highest level.
When they come to
celebrate their
outstanding GCSE
results their parents
and the academy will
all feel proud that
we have worked
together to make this
happen.”

Academy Students make their way to University
We are extremely proud of our former students who left St Alban's in 2008 and have progressed from
local colleges to university.
Wolverhampton University is a popular choice where Matthew Bull is studying Sports Science, Ralph
Lindsay Film Studies, Sanah Kausar Sociology and Omar Yusef Computing.
Coventry University has also welcomed two of our students to study for Law degrees, Amin
Abdulrahman and Shamilah Kausar.
Emile Thompson is studying Media & Communications at De Montfort University in Leicester, while
Sultan Sulman is at Aberystwyth University studying International Politics, and Fardowsa Diini is at
Birmingham University reading medicine.
We would be delighted to hear more about the progress of our young people and how they are faring in
the world outside the academy. If you know where ex students are now working/ studying, please do
let Mrs Smith, the careers co-ordinator, know on 0121 464 7224.

National Indoor Rowing Competition
On Friday 4th March 2011, 30 pupils
were selected to compete in the
National Junior Indoor Rowing
competition which was being held in
London. It was a superb day of rowing
and all the students who participated
put in a great effort and really tried
their best, competing against hundreds
of other competitors. They were also
competing against students from
specialist rowing schools and colleges
who have been training for years.
There were some outstanding
performances, in particular Misha
Leader (Year 7) who came 5th in her
heat and 23rd overall out of over 100
competitors. Also Majid Khan (Year 7)
put in an exceptional performance, and
although missed out on the year 7 boy's
race, competed in the year 8 race and
came 48th out of over 200 competitors.
The distance he rowed in the given time
would have got him a top ten place in
the year 7 race.
Students had the chance to row individually and in teams of 8. The
races were long and it was great to see all students concentrating
and working hard to finish the race, even though they have only had
a few weeks practice. Those students who competed in the team
relay event got to experience what it would be like to row a proper
Oxford/Cambridge
boat race, which is a
total distance of
6780 metres. This
meant teams had to
row continuously for
over 20 minutes! The
P.E. department
would like to thank
all students who
participated for
their excellent
behaviour and well
done to all who
competed.

ONE VOICE
ARK Academies perform as 'ONE
VOICE'
Students from St. Alban's
Academy joined a 400 strong
massed choir to perform a varied
repertoire in several languages for
the ARK 'ONE VOICE' event held at
the Queen Elizabeth Hall on
Monday 14 March 2011. This was
an exciting opportunity for our
students to meet students from
the other ARK schools with a
united interest in making music,
develop their confidence and
singing skills as well as perform in
one of Britain's top concert
venues with internationally
renowned musicians. A special
mention should be made for Diana
John and Nyala White, both in
year 8, who sung as soloists at this
event.

Star Student
Fokrul Islam in Year 11 scored
192/200 in the November entry
GCSE Maths exam. Fokrul will be
presented with a prize during the
Easter assembly. The academy is
now preparing Fokrul for his AS
Maths to help him in his ambition
of studying Maths and Physics at A
Level.

Ogwen Residential
Over 30 students and staff travelled to the middle of Snowdonia National Park in North Wales to stay at
Ogwen Cottage Outdoor Education Centre for a week at the end of February. Our students ranged from
Year 7 to Year 10 including one group of GCSE PE students.
The students took part in a variety of activities across the week with a
different main activity and evening activity each day. They were also
responsible for preparing and serving meals and keeping the dormitories
tidy.
Some of the activities we tried this year were:
mountain walking, sealevel-traversing, climbing,
dry-slope skiing,
orienteering, canoeing and
kayaking. Everyone had a
fantastic time and learnt a
lot about both and about
how different the
mountains of North Wales
are to Birmingham city life!

Sports Club Update!
St Alban's extra-curricular clubs have been very successful with lots of pupils coming to different sports
before and after school. Table
tennis, in particular, has been
very popular and runs every
morning before school. We have
even set up a 'girls only' session
on Monday mornings to get more
girls playing.
This half term we would like to
promote the Friday 2-3pm Y7/8
football club which will be
running every Friday again. Also
the Girls' Free Choice club on
Friday mornings before school
which is for any girls to come
and play any sport of their
choice. To the side is a table of
which clubs are now on. If you
want to join in, you should come
early to avoid disappointment; if
you come late you might not be
allowed in.

Information in Brief
Target setting day is on Thursday 28th April for Years 7 - 10. Year 11 will attend college as normal and
then attend the academy for English revision classes. Parents will have already received letters with
details of appointments.
Maths Challenge: The St Alban's maths department is inviting primary schools to the Academy to take
part in a maths challenge. There will be a trophy for the champion.
In the next edition:
St Alban's students celebrate International Women's Day after months of preparation.
Debate Mate success at George Dixon School.
The latest Super Learning Day reports and pictures.

Happy Easter to all our readers

Leading the Way

Easter Revision

Our Sports Leaders
have been very busy
this term helping to
run a number of
different sports events
for our local primary
schools and Calthorpe
School Sports
Partnership. Sports
Leaders from Year 8, 9
and 10 have
successfully run two
Speedstacking
competitions which
Chandos and St.Anne's School won. Year 10 Victoria Sogbesan did a
great job leading our Y5/6 Volleyball competition which Tindal
School won.
Special mention must go to the team who helped at the Partnership
Sports Hall Athletics Championships, and in particular Naaser Butt in
Y9 who singlehandedly ran the results desk for what is one of the
most demanding sports events to administrate.

Exams are due to start 16th May
and the Academy will be open on
Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th,
Wednesday 20th and Thursday
21st April for GCSE revision and
practice. Full details, including
exam timetables, have been sent
to all students involved. If you
require any further information,
please contact the Academy.

Hair & Beauty
As part of the Careers Education programme at St
Alban's, several Year 10 girls attended a Hair &
Beauty taster session at South Birmingham
College on 15th March.
College tutors talked to the girls about courses
available at the college, apprenticeships and the
sorts of careers in hair, beauty and massage.
The girls then practised some hand and arm
massage on each other and worked on dummy
heads to create gorgeous hairstyles, which really
impressed the college staff.
Our girls enjoyed the experience but weren't too
impressed by the idea of massaging feet - well
who would be?!
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Dates for your diary
Easter Break

11 Apr - 25 Apr

Target Setting

Thur 28 Apr

Revision classes 18 Apr - 21 Apr
Bank Holidays

Mon 25 Apr
Fri 29 Apr
Mon 2 May

