Newsletter
Spring 2016
Forced Marriage Conference
SHIRKA GUURKA QASABKA AH
This newsletter marks the halfway point in the academic year. Students in years 11, 12 and 13 have
done the bulk of their learning for their upcoming examinations and are working hard to revise and
practise so that they do well in the summer. They are supported, as ever, by a dedicated staff team
who are providing extra help wherever it is needed. I know from meeting many of you at our recent
parent events that you are very grateful for this hard work, as am I.
It is good to see that our younger students have settled in well. Recently they have enjoyed a number
of rewards events that will lead up to our rewards trip in the summer. There are
important times ahead for our year 8 students as they prepare to make GCSE choices.
Parents should look out for communication from the academy about this in the very
near future.
Finally, the academy will be holding a forced marriage summit on Saturday 19th
March 2016. I look forward to welcoming representatives from faith and community
groups from across the country to this event, and will feedback in the next newsletter.

Follow us on Twitter - @fmunit
Join us on Facebook www.facebook.com/forcedmarriage
Email us - fmu@fco.gov.uk

Birmingham City University visit with media kit!

I felt really excited to be working with some visitors in the academy. A team from BCU had come along
to teach some Y7, Y8 and Y9 students about STEM careers, in particular how to use digital technology
kit like cameras and lights. As I was making my way to E15, I couldn't wait to get started. As we began,
each of us took different roles, with one of us taking the job of cameraman, one being lighting
director, another on the still camera and of course, two of us in front of the camera! It was quite fun
for everyone as we learnt how to
use the equipment. We really had a
great time, we recieved gift bags
with notebooks, USB sticks, pens,
sports bags, calculator on a ruler, 2x
crayons, a workbook and a torch.
The visitors from BCU were so
passionate about their work and
the opportunities created by
working hard at science and
technology that they inspired me to
think about this too - a potential
career! As a result, on behalf of Ark
St Alban's Academy, we want to say
thank you to Birmingham City
University.
Abade Halimy.

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths - Is STEM the way forward?
There is no doubt that many STEM related careers are expecting
huge shortfalls in staff over the next 20 years and that
employees who work in these industries/professions earn more
than colleagues in other labour market sectors. Our students
need as much information as possible about STEM careers and
to understand the importance of studying STEM subjects at
Level 3 and degree level. To this end St Alban's is raising
students’ awareness through the curriculum and careers
programme.
In December Year 10 students spent two hours working with 11
STEM employees, from a variety of STEM backgrounds, including medicine & healthcare, construction
& architecture, mechanical & aerospace engineering, civil & chemical engineering, health sciences and
more. The event provided valuable information to help students make those all important decisions.

Apprenticeships - a real choice!

The
government
continues
to
support
apprenticeship programmes as many sectors need
skilled young people to join their ranks.
Advanced and higher apprenticeships with
appropriate training to study at degree level can
be a great route for some students.
Students have to work hard at the placement and
even harder at college/university where they will
achieve relevant qualifications for their chosen
apprenticeship.

Students will earn a minimum of £95 a week and many large employers are paying over £200 a week.
All college/university costs are paid for and students can look forward to a bright future. Employers
and apprenticeship providers joined Year 11 in November in an event exploring how apprenticeships
are now a viable choice and in some cases a pathway to university!

Chantelle exhibits artwork at Birmingham's Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration
On Sunday 24th January, sixth form student Chantelle Boyle exhibited her AS coursework as part of
the Holocaust Memorial Day commemorations event at Birmingham’s Council House.
The theme for this year’s event was ‘Don’t Stand By’, emphasising everyone’s individual
responsibility not to be bystanders to hate crime and prejudice. The commemorations, led by the
Lord Mayor of Birmingham, included individual testimonies from survivors, candle lighting, films,
prayers and music from the Choir With No Name. There was also a talk from Fiyaz Mughal OBE,
founder of Tell Mama, a project that allows anti-Muslim incidents to be reported, recorded and
analysed.
Holocaust Memorial Day commemorates the victims and survivors of the Holocaust and Nazi
persecutions, as well as other genocides around the world. Speaking ahead of the event, Lord
Mayor Cllr Raymond Hassall said, “Holocaust Memorial Day provides a significant opportunity for us
all to learn lessons from the past and apply them to the present day to create a safer, better future.”

Recommended read
The author and illustrator is the aptly
named Isabel Greenberg who has given
us a celebration of storytelling in the
Nordic lands, set a long long time ago....
Anyone from 8 till 80 will love this, it's got
some dry, ironic humour that will appeal
to teenagers. Its approach to narrative is
decidedly “leftfield”, events seem to
span the whole of the globe not just the
poles, gods are subject to the same
prejudices and vanities as humanity, men
and women fall in love, old crones defeat
the giant cyclops, some people are
invisible, magicians plot revenge, intrigue takes place in
courtyards, towers are built to the heavens etc. Oh, and it's
illustrated and designed to the tiniest detail making it an object
of awe and wonder - the black and white drawings with just the
occasional splash of red signifying death would give the average
noir comic book a run for its money. Even the author's
handwriting has been transcribed as a font further underlying
the love that has been lavished on this enterprise. An instant
classic!

Dates for your diary
Year 8 Parents Evening 25/02/2016
Sixth Form Mock Exams 29/02/2016 to 04/03/2016
Year 7 Parents Evening 08/03/2016

Message to Parents
Dear parents/guardians,
Please do not park on the grass
next to the school, the ground is
becoming damaged and can be
a safety hazard.
Thank you,
Ark St Alban’s Academy

Mr McInally

Maths puzzle
Look at the image on the left.
Which is bigger: the total area of
yellow or the total area of red?
Take your time, this is a tough one!

Chaplain’s message
Be friendly to all and a
burden to no one.
Let your manner be courteous,
Your forgiveness willing,
Your promises true,
And your speech wise.
An Amish proverb

@ArkStAlbans

