St Alban’s Parenting Forum is a great success.

St Alban's Academy

Due to the enthusiasm of the parents attending, these parenting
workshops will continue for longer than planned.
Forthcoming sessions will include legal advice, preventing violent
extremism, and connexions. It will end with a trip to the law courts.
Sessions begin on Thursday, 24th March from 9.15 – 11.15am. All
parents are welcome and queries should be addressed to Mrs Begg or
Mr Jordan on 0121 464 7199.
Parent Consultation of the
Academy building plans

Bishop’s visit - continued from front page.
The Bishop last visited the Academy in September 2009 when he officiated at the opening
ceremony of the Academy.
“We are delighted to have such strong links with the Bishop of Birmingham and the diocese, and
appreciate their support in upholding our inclusive Church of England ethos which embraces
equally those of all faiths and no faith,” said Mr Gould, St Alban’s Principal.
The Bishop later reported that he had found his visit to St Alban’s Academy inspiring and
promised to help promote St Alban’s Academy across the city.
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Message from the Principal
Church and Mosque working together for St Alban’s Academy
Following the Bishop of Birmingham’s recent visit and his pledge to support our aims
and help promote St Alban’s as the best academy in the city, it gave me great
pleasure this month to meet with Imam Mohammed Ismail at the Birmingham Central
Mosque. Like the Bishop, the Imam was quick to offer his support and that of the
Central Mosque to help us raise the aspirations of our students and promote the
Islamic virtues of good behaviour and high attainment in education.
Students and their families will be welcomed at the Mosque on Fridays after prayers
to discuss religious obligation to respect their teachers, behave well and work hard. Volunteers from
the mosque will also give their time to mentor individual students and lead assemblies. This wonderful
support from the Mosque and the Church will help students to make the most of their God-given talents
and then use them to help make the world a better place for all people.

Bishop of Birmingham Returns to St Alban’s Academy To Praise Outstanding
Achievement

News in brief
St Alban's Academy progress is among the best in the country
Students at St Alban’s Academy are making faster progress in Maths than nearly all the other
schools in the country. In fact, St Alban’s is in the top one per cent nationally.

Student Olympic Design chosen by ‘Get Set’
Naaser Butt in Year 9 is one of only 2 finalists in the West Midlands area. He
was invited to attend the national final in London in February at a venue
overlooking the Olympic Park. Naaser presented his vibrant ideas to a panel
of judges. We look forward to the next stage of the competition.
The Right Reverend David Urquhart, Bishop of Birmingham took time out to visit St Alban’s Academy in
Highgate this week to congratulate both staff and students on their recent academic successes and for
being recognised as one of the top schools in the Country for progress made in Mathematics.

Art Competition – Portrait of the Queen

St Alban’s Academy maths students are making faster progress than nearly all (at least 99%) of the other
schools in the country as shown by being in the top 1% in the value
added table. In November OFSTED reported that:

St Alban’s students took part in an international competition to paint a
picture of the Queen. Each student that entered should receive a
personalised participation certificate and his or her own online gallery
space! The competition was organised by ‘Look and Learn’, a London based
picture library, to mark the Queen’s 85th Birthday.
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Dates for your diary
Superlearning
6th April
Day
Last Day of term 8th April
Target Setting

28th April

“In 2010, 90% of students gained five higher grade GCSEs. This was
significantly above the national average; an impressive improvement of
47 percentage points in the last three years. Similarly, the proportion of
students securing five higher grade GCSEs including English and
mathematics has risen to 50% and is now in line with the national
average. This is an increase of 34 percentage points over the last three
years.”
Bishop David Urquhart met with staff and students, observing lessons
and taking part in a game of table-tennis with students as part of their
PE lesson.
Continued on Back Page.......

St Alban's building plans go from strength to strength

Architects’ concept of how the new building will look

The building also boasts a fitness suite looking down onto the sports
hall, a conference room and a very special prayer room with washing
facilities designed to meet the needs of all faiths. The building is
secure by design, with the safety of young people at heart.

St Alban’s building plans go from
strength to strength
The plans for our £18 million building have been
submitted to the local authority for approval. The
building will be ready for January 2013, in good
time for the new St Alban’s Sixth Form which will
begin in September 2013.

Benefits to the community: The design will build on strong

The state of the art building has been designed by
award winning architects dRMM and the
consultation process has included meetings with
students, staff, parents and members of the local
Collage exercise with Academy students
community. Landscape architects Plinke have
designed external spaces to include a variety of
learning, sporting and social areas. Future
students will have access to outdoor table tennis
tables and fitness equipment for use at break and
lunch times.
Although the academy will nearly double in size
from the current 435 students (aged 11-16) to 800
students (including 200 in the sixth form) we aim to
keep our warm, friendly ethos by including two
smaller schools within the larger academy.
The central ‘atrium’ between the two buildings is
inspirational in creating an open learning
community that will inspire high aspirations and
focused study.
Student Consultation Event

existing community partnerships. There will be a large sports hall
containing four badminton courts, cricket nets, a climbing wall and
other indoor sports equipment with a high level of community access
to these facilities. This will also include an all weather, floodlit sports
pitch.
Adult education classes and other similar community uses of the
building will continue.

Carbon Footprint: The latest technology will be used to ensure
that it will be one of the most environmentally friendly buildings in the
city.

Student Consultation Event

