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Chaplain ku soo Dhawoow akadeemigeena cusub ee St Albans.

Welcome to our new Academy Chaplain
We are delighted to welcome our newly
appointed Chaplain The Revd Dr Pervaiz
Sultan who takes up his post this term. Dr
Sultan will divide his time between two
roles, Priest in Charge of the Parish of St
Alban and St Patrick and Chaplain to St
Alban's Academy.
The Academy Chaplain will lead Christian
worship in the academy. He will also
coordinate a multi-faith chaplaincy team
to provide spiritual guidance and pastoral
care for students and staff.
Dr Sultan is extremely well qualified for
this role. His previous post was Principal of St Thomas Theological
College, Karachi. He has a Ph.D from the Oxford Centre for
Mission Studies and he is a distinguished poet whose work has been
published in Pakistan.

Easter assembly
"Last term's final assembly was a great success, and praised by many
students and teachers.
The Academy Choir performed with energy and confidence. The
performance was greeted with loud enthusiasm by the appreciative
audience. The singers were led by our music teacher Mr Ball and Mr
Watson (a visiting artist in residence employed by ARK). We are very
grateful for their time and inspiration.
The Indian Dohl drummers also showed a similar enthusiasm and
maintained an excellent sense of power and rhythm which was
suitably contrasted with the sensitive sound of the guitar ensemble.
In addition to this, the Principal, Mr. Gould, proudly presented
certificates to some of the many hardworking students at St. Alban's
Academy."
Fokrul Islam (Year 11)

Message from the Principal
“Highgate is a
very special
community. In
a troubled
world where
there is much
conflict
involving race
and religion the
people of
Highgate live together in peace
respecting each other's beliefs
despite the many challenges that
face them in hard economic
times. This is a cause for
celebration and something we
should not take for granted.
Reflecting on this made me
wonder if our students and their
families and the community at
large understood just how good
St Alban's Academy is.
Government figures indicate
that the progress of students in
maths at St Alban's is in the top
1% of all the schools in the
country. Those of you who are
good at maths will understand
what that means. A typical
student at St Alban's Academy
makes better progress in maths
than 99 out of 100 students in
other secondary schools.
Government figures also indicate
that the progress of students in
'all subjects' at St Alban's is in
the top 2% of all the schools in
the country. Again, the
mathematically minded will
quickly tell what that means. A
typical student at St Alban's
Academy makes better progress
in 'all subjects' than 98 out of
100 students in other secondary
schools.
Perhaps it would be fair to say
that Highgate and St Alban's
Academy deserve each other!
Peace be with you.”

Summer Term - sunshine, holidays ... and exams!
As you will know, the summer term is a busy one for students taking exams. For Year 11 students, these
will be their final exams at the Academy before they move on to college or work.
The exams begin on Monday 16th May and finish on Friday 17th June and it is vital that students do not
plan holidays or time away during this period as they may miss an exam.
Exams can be stressful and support both at home and at school is important to help students during this
time. Parents should be aware of their child's exam timetable and help them with revision and
preparation by allowing them time to study or by providing a quiet place for them to study. It is also
important for parents to check that their child has the correct equipment needed, and to ensure that
the child arrives at school on time for the exam.
If you have any queries regarding exams, please contact the Exam Officer, Mrs Leach on 0121 464 7188.

The Book Factor
In association with the Central Collegiate the
Academy library is taking part in The Book Factor.
Students are asked to read as many of 10 specially
selected titles as they can and then vote for the
one they think is the best. Votes are taken from all
the collegiate schools and each week two titles will
be eliminated until we have the winner. There will
be 'spot' prizes for those voting each week, and 10
students will have the opportunity to attend a
celebration morning in June at the Central Library
Theatre to meet one of the authors.
Special bookmarks have been designed and are
available in the library. During the event, which
runs from 4th May to 7th July, students can track
their favourite books and post comments on a web
site designed specifically for this event. Call into
the library to find out more and check out our
books!

St Alban’s Debaters Enjoy London Success
Following 15 weeks of training, St Albans's debating team battled valiantly in the Debate Mate Cup held at
Ark Academy in London. The tense and gruelling competition saw the team take part in three debates on
matters ranging from the banning of cosmetic surgery to adding a tax on fatty food. The team started
slowly but ended superbly. Omar Amir quickly stamped his authority on proceedings with some insightful
rebuttals. Madhur Gupta added some intuitive points from the floor gaining valuable experience for when
he returns next year. Khaleeq Mannan masterminded many of the team’s sign posts while Mohammed
Ahmed gave the team overall direction and initial impetus with astute opening statements. Khizar Hayat's
cool and collected composure combined with Nisar Shah’s incisive summary saw us decisively win our last
debate. It was great to see the team improve throughout the day and cement a final victory.
Unfortunately, this was not
quite enough to reach the
final. That said, the debaters
did not walk away emptyhanded and won a pen and
certificate. Congratulations
to Miss Khokhar and
everyone who has made
Debate Mate such a success
so far this year. The club will
return next year and
continue to fight for the top
position in the Urban Debate
Championships.

Year 9s Demonstrate Their Flair For Fashion
The Super Learning
Day in April saw all
our Year 9 students
involved in an exciting
Enterprise Event 'Catwalk' - here in the
academy.
Students practised
their entrepreneurial
skills with pretend
money, buying materials to make
clothes and accessories to sell in an effort to make the
most profit. They learnt that changes in the business
environment effect how companies operate by dealing with
real life situations presented to them throughout the day. The event ended with a fashion show to
display the clothes students had made. Students took on the role of catwalk models and wowed judges
with their designs and modelling prowess.
Prizes went to the company which made the most profit, to the best company pitch and to the best
outfit modelled on the catwalk. The company who delivered the event commented that:
'The students were full of enthusiasm and keen to engage right from the start. The format of the day
was quite different to the classroom experience yet they adapted wonderfully and it was great to see
confidence grow throughout the day leading to the finale!'
WELL DONE YEAR 9!

International Women’s Day
St Alban's "Sister’s Club" organised this event to celebrate
International Women's Day and to inspire female students to
have high expectations for their future careers.
There was a lot of work involved in arranging the event,
including designing a corporate logo, t-shirt and fliers, and
also putting together and then delivering a presentation to
over 60 people!
The day was a big success and enjoyed by everyone - well done
to all the girls involved.

Information in Brief
New Building - having received planning permission, we are moving swiftly ahead and hope to begin
the foundations for our state of the art building in July/August. We are due to move out of our present
accommodation into the new building in January 2013. This will allow our present Year 9 students to
enter the new St Alban's Sixth Form in September 2013.
The Academy Day: Reminder to all parents that the Academy day will be 8.25 to 4.00 pm for all
students next year.
In the next edition:
St Alban's student Oxford University success
Our roving student reporter

Volleyball Festival

Year 9 Options

On Wednesday
In this half term Year 9 are making
16th March Mr Cox, decisions as to the courses they
Victoria, Sheryar
will follow in Key Stage 4. The
and I took part in
academy has three pathways that
the Volleyball
the students can follow which can
Festival at King
give them success at GCSE and a
Edward VI High
place in the new St Alban's
School for Girls.
Academy Sixth Form. Alongside
The students from
this, these students will be the
the University of
first to be able to gain the new
Birmingham came
qualification called the ‘English
to the Academy to Baccalaureate'. To gain this
coach the young
qualification a student needs to
Year Five and Year achieve at least a 'C' grade in
Six students.
English, maths, science, a modern
Sheryar shadowed
foreign language and also in history
one of the university students and Victoria shadowed the event
or geography. As always, the staff
leader. Victoria, one of the sports leaders, said 'It was such a great
at the academy will be working
atmosphere, I enjoyed helping out and trying something new'.
hard to ensure that as many
Sheryar, another of the sports leaders said, 'I learned something
students as possible achieve this
new, it was so great to learn how to play volleyball'. The day was a
new, highly-regarded, qualification,
success and it felt good to take part as a sports leader. The event
as well as the target of 5 A* - C
leader taught us how to referee and he also demonstrated volleyball GCSEs with English and maths that
skills to everyone.
Milga Abraham
all students have.

What is Boccia?
Three girls from St Alban's took part in an exciting Boccia competition involving
students from St Alban’s, Hodge Hill and Braidwood School. Ellie Badger in Year
10 and Leticia Blake and Stacey Granaghan from Year 7 represented St Alban's
despite never having played Boccia before.
Boccia is a Paralympic target sport which can be played by both able-bodied
and disabled athletes and involves throwing coloured balls at a target white
ball. The rules and scoring are similar to lawn bowls and curling. Ellie wrote
this about the event: "We thought the game was fun and enjoyed learning new
skills. It was very easy to learn and it was a good experience. We really enjoyed
learning how to play Boccia."
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Dates for your diary
Half Term
Teacher Training

Year 10 Parents
Meeting
Year 7/8 Parents
Meeting

30 May-3 June
27th May
30th June
1st July
8th July
15th July

