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OFSTED report "Impressive Improvement"
Warbixintii lagahelay ofsteedka waxaa ay aheed mid farxad galisay akadeemiga
On the 9th and 10th of November, St Alban’s Academy had a Section 8
inspection. The Section 8 Inspection report judges the progress made since the
school became an academy. The full OFSTED inspection (Section 5) is expected
to take place later next year. The report highlighted impressive improvement
in attainment.
"The pattern of examination success at GCSE and in a range of vocational
qualifications continues to improve and is well above that found nationally in
many subjects, particularly in the academy's specialisms of mathematics and
engineering. Assessment information indicates that the academy exceeded its targets in 2010.
In 2010, 90% of students gained five higher grade GCSEs. This was significantly above the national
average; an impressive improvement of 47 percentage points in the last three years. Similarly, the
proportion of students securing five higher grade GCSEs including English and mathematics has risen to
50% and is now in line with the national average. This is an increase of 34 percentage points over the last
three years...
... the progress made by all groups of students has increased steadily for the last four years and in 2009
was among the top two per cent of schools nationally. Evidence from lesson observations indicates that
students' attitudes to learning are highly positive."
Message from the Principal
I am delighted to report that OFSTED has recognised the quality of our recent
achievements at St Alban's Academy. Staff, students and parents should be
particularly proud of the academic progress that students have made and the
outstanding behaviour and attitude to learning that underpins this. I am especially
pleased that the OFSTED report has drawn attention to the quality of relationships in
the academy because I believe that our nurturing and safe but academically
challenging environment provides ideal conditions to maximise student achievement.

St Alban's Art Work Goes International
The Saatchi Gallery, in conjunction with the Sunday Telegraph, has an online picture gallery for students'
art work. There is also a competition linked to this which will be
judged by Alistair Hicks, the Sunday Telegraph's chief art critic and
Rebecca Wilson, Associate Director of the Saatchi Gallery. Work on
the website is from students all over the world so it is possible to see
creative pieces from Egypt, Canada and Japan!
At present there are very few Birmingham schools represented so St
Alban's will be helping to put our city 'on the map' and show the
fantastic art work that our students produce. The first exhibits, from
Years 10 and 11, will be uploaded onto the site very soon. Here is the
link if you would like to have a look:
http://www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/portfolio/

Year Nine in 'First-Aid' First
Every student in Year Nine who attended Super Learning Day is now a qualified
first aider. Eighty students received training from St. John's Ambulance staff in
the basics of CPR, dealing with choking, bandaging and burns. They took their
new roles as first aiders very seriously, recognising the important help they
would now be able to give to their families and local communities, should the
need ever arise.
Year Nine student Khaleeq Mannan said: 'This will be very useful in those rare situations when
someone needs help that only I can lend. I can now preserve the life of an injured human being.'

Netball team make it to final!
This term Miss Moffatt and Miss Taylor have been
working hard to form a Year 7 & 8 girls' netball
team. After a number of weeks building up the
team and practicing at school as well as playing
friendly games against local schools they
decided the girls were ready to take part in
their first ever competition at Golden Hillock
School.
The 13 girls in the squad all played really well
and despite never having played in a
tournament before surprised many by winning
their group to make it to the final. Although
they lost to Hodge Hill Girls in the Final they
played extremely well and beat many more
practised teams than themselves on the way
there. Miss Moffatt was especially impressed
with their enthusiasm and the way in which the
girls worked for each other to get better as a
team in every game. Well done girls!

Academy Sports Leaders inspire others
Just before half term Calthorpe School Sports Partnership ran a training day for Year 5 & 6 Play
Leaders from 15 nearby primary schools. It involved a number of secondary students from local
schools actually delivering the training themselves, including four students from St.Alban's:
Naaser Butt (Year 9), Victoria Sogbesan, Wah ad Mubarak and Yosuf Mahamad (all Year 10).
They worked alongside sports leaders from Calthorpe and Small Heath to plan their activities in
the morning and then deliver them to the Year 5 and Year 6 children in the afternoon. All the
primary school teachers were very impressed with the day and commended the leadership skills
of our students. The day ended with some of the sports leaders who were also Young
Ambassadors, including Yosuf from St Alban's, thanking the children for coming and giving them
some inspirational
words to work
hard and enjoy
being Play
Leaders. A great
effort and very
rewarding
experience for all
four who took
part.

Year 10 Sports Science Group Getting Even Fitter!
Our Year 10 BTEC Sports group attended an exciting morning at the HealthTec
Centre in Harborne. They had the opportunity to use a variety of state of the
art, high-tech fitness equipment, undertaking tests and recording their
findings.
The session not only helped students realise just how fit they actually are but
supported one of the units of work they have to complete for their BTEC
Sports award. Mrs Smith said “I would like to see the results but am told the
students are keeping their fitness levels to themselves, I wonder why!”

My Cadbury Experience
An account by a year 7 Student
The visit to Cadbury World was extremely delightful also very
educational and fun at the same time.
I learnt that the cocoa bean was first found by the Indians in the
rain forests of Africa. Furthermore, I learnt that chocolate was not
a great success at first but that after a while John Cadbury and his
family learnt the secret to the perfect chocolate: a glass and a half
of pure dairy milk. This is how the Cadbury logo was created.
The part which I most enjoyed about my visit to Cadbury would have to have been the rides in
the cart which were amazing fun. The part which I least enjoyed about the visit to Cadbury
must have been the queuing up to watch the animation. However, the animation was superb
and a great way to entertain a crowd. In addition the 3d movie clip was also perfect and a
good way to pass time. I thoroughly enjoyed it while it lasted.
I would definitely want to go back to Cadbury World again. I learnt that Cadbury World is an
important part of Birmingham’s history.
Aysha Khan 7 Murdoch 6

Year 10 Superlearning Day - Birmingham City Centre
On the second of our cross curricular days, Year 10 found their way around Birmingham City
Centre to photograph landmarks and answer questions about them. The picture of one of the
classes beneath the statue of Boulton, Watt and Murdoch, the great engineers of Birmingham, has
great significance for us at St Alban's Academy. Our Engineering Specialism is celebrated in many
ways, but the students are reminded everyday of these three engineers by the names of their
houses: Boulton, Watt and Murdoch.
The Super Learning Day prompted the tour
guide of St Philip's Cathedral to say how
impressed she was with the behaviour and
manners of our students and she added that
she would welcome visits from the school in
future.

Dates for your diary
Last Day of term

17th December

Teacher Learning Days

4th & 5th January

First day of term for
students
Year 11 Work
experience

6th January
11th January

Year 10 students under the famous statue of
Boulton, Murdoch and Watt

Year 8 Technology Super Learning Day: 4th November 2010
Having the date set for this term’s Super
Learning Day, so close to the traditional
5th November Bonfire Night celebration,
we couldn’t resist the idea of treating
students to an early themed festival
extravaganza.
Students were actively engaged in the
designing, making and tasting of
traditional bonfire night festive foods, the
manufacture and launching of rocket
propelled vehicles, the creation of hand
crafted bonfire themed collages and the
appliance of Computer Aided Design, to
fashion rocket shaped picture frame
souvenirs. Phew!!
An extremely busy, fun packed and
productive day was had by all!

St Alban's is now known across Europe
On Friday 12th November, a group of 'outstanding' teachers from Germany, Estonia and Romania
came to the academy to take a look at the innovations and progress that has been made since St
Alban's opened as an Academy.
The group were amazed by the teaching that they saw and the
excellent work that was done with the students to raise their
aspirations towards excellence in
everything they did.
The cameras flashed and the note
books were hastily scribbled in as
they jotted and photographed
those sections of the academy
that they wanted to remember
and take back with them to use
in their own country.
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Lunchtime
Supervisors
We are looking for 2
Lunchtime Supervisors to
join our current team in
securing the safety and
welfare of our students
during lunchtime. For
further information and
details, please contact
the Academy.

Uniform Shop
Uniform can be purchased
from the Academy at the
following times:
Monday & Thursday
8:15 - 9:00
Monday to Friday
4:00pm - 4:30pm

