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Students debate at English Speaking Union
Students from Debate Club went to a debate competition
held by the 'English Speaking Union' last week. Ibrahim
Ibrahim, Samira Osman, Sara Cumar and Mohammed
Mughal took part in three debates with other ARK schools.
They debated: 'Are celebrities bad role models?', 'Arming
the police' and 'Funding space exploration’. All of the
students did exceptionally well: Ibrahim, Sara and Samira
even took part in separate mini-debates with different
students and won with their respective teams. Our students
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Sara Cumar, who won
a prize for giving the 'best point of information' of the
entire competition, said: 'I learnt about debating in general
and I was able to use a
lot of interpersonal skills
that I never knew I had!'
These
students
look
forward to the next
competition where they
intend to bring the
trophy to our school.

Principal’s Message
A level and GCSE exams that will give our year 11 and sixth
formers access to universities, apprenticeships, sixth form, or to
post 16 provision elsewhere are upon us and continue until late
June. The hard work staff and students put in every day is
because what matters most is the end result. Yes, some ways are
better than others, and there are many key factors to consider financial and practical, as well as philosophical and ethical - but
all else being equal, our goal isn't to do
everything exactly the same, it's to do everything
incredibly well.
My own personal best wishes are with all of those
involved in exams and we pray that they may
achieve the great results they deserve and
continue to climb the mountain.

Sixth Formers make a splash with Severn Trent Water
Twenty Six Year 12 students worked
throughout the autumn term in
conjunction
with
the
STWA
education team to consider two
perennial problems faced by the
water board. Firstly, they looked at
how to save water and secondly, they
examined sewer misuse.
Students
carried
out
extensive
research in both areas and worked on
possible solutions in an attempt to save
STWA the millions of pounds a year
they spend on clearing blockages.
They presented their findings to a panel of water workers at the head office in Coventry who were
impressed by their efforts and presentation skills. Each group who presented had taken a very
different approach to the problems, offering a range of solutions.
The sixth formers were pleased with the outcome but commented that 'more needs to be done to
ensure people use water and the sewerage system sensibly.’

Year 11 enjoy workshops with Atkins
On Friday 10th March, a group of Year 11
students had the opportunity to take part
in a workshop hosted by one of the
world's leading engineering and project
management consultancies, Atkins.
Atkins played a lead role in the design of
Birmingham New Street station and the
shopping centre Grand Central and our
students had the chance to see the types
of challenges and obstacles that the
engineers,
designers
and
project
managers had to overcome in developing
the station.
The students gained an insight to the vast opportunities that are available to them in engineering and
had the chance to talk to some current Atkins apprentices about their various roles. We would like to
thank Atkins for giving this opportunity to the engineers of the future.

Inspiring Excellence Residential 2017
In the final weekend of March 2017, 95 students from 10 Ark schools across London and Birmingham
came to Sevenoaks School in Kent for a jam-packed weekend of music-making. The young musicians
from the Spark Choir and Fusion Ensemble had rehearsed just a handful of times prior to the weekend,
and arrived ready to take on new musical challenges and to forge new friendships through team
building games and other social activities.
Engaging with works ranging from Carly Simon to Beethoven to Indian classical music, the two groups
had the opportunity to learn and grow as separate ensembles, as well as joining forces to perform a
Michael Jackson medley and Bernstein showstopper.
To read more about this event and listen to Ark students perform, please visit this link:
http://arkonline.org/news/music-residential-brings-together-ark-students

Sixth Form Update
There are many opportunities in sixth form which support students
in their journey to university or a career of their choice. Here is just
a taste of what has been happening this term.
Thirty Year 12 students are coming to the end of a mentoring
programme. They have been working with undergraduate
students from Aston University and a further 15 are about to begin
a corporate on-line mentoring programme with Barclays. Our 6th
formers have also been helping our Year 7 students integrate into
school by mentoring them once a week and some have been
working with Year 6 students in a local primary school.
All Year 12 students, recently visited Coventry University for a HE taster day and others are accessing
great opportunities through the Teach First “Futures” Programme and Social Mobility Foundation, for
example free visits to Russell Group universities and an Easter residential at Oxford and Cambridge
universities. In addition, many students have attended masterclasses at three local universities.

Ark St Alban's student wins prestigious university award
One of our year 13 students was celebrating recently after winning the Millennium Point Young
Innovator Prize - an initiative which has secured her a place on a
sponsored undergraduate degree at Birmingham City University. This is
the second time in the three years the award has been running that a
student from Ark St Alban's has won the top prize.
Sagal Qodah was one of two St Alban's students in the final and her
prize is a fully sponsored place on a civil engineering degree at
Birmingham City University which she still start in September.
Speaking after the event, Sagal said, "I can't believe I won this year's
Young Innovator Prize, it's definitely a dream come true! Winning a
sponsored undergraduate degree now means I can pursue my passion
for civil engineering at BCU and hopefully go on to achieve and deliver
what I outlined in my presentation. I am very thankful to be given this
once in a lifetime opportunity by Millennium Point and can't wait to
start university."
The Young Innovator Prize is one of Millennium Point Trust's flagship projects. The intention is that
Birmingham's rich legacy of innovation, manufacturing and invention continues and that S.T.E.M is
respected as a pathway to success. Designed to promote inclusivity, encourage diversity of thought
and opinion within S.T.E.M subjects and ensure that top talent is attracted to, trained and retained in
the West Midlands. The prize ensures that nobody is excluded from a great future and the chance to
make a difference because of their background, financial circumstances or other barriers.

Year 7 and 8 student visit Downing College
Year 7 and 8 students pictured at Downing College,
Cambridge where they graduated from the 'Brilliant Club'
Project. Students had worked with a PhD researcher from
the University of Birmingham on a university style project they considered 'Ebola, is it the next pandemic?' The
students worked very hard and performed extremely well,
with Ennissa Ghanem (Year 8) receiving a 1st class pass in
her final assignment.

Summer Examsread
2017
Recommended

Dates for your diary

As you are aware the holy month of Ramadan is due to commence
from around 26th May 2017 until Eid al-Fitr, around 25th June
2017 and this year will coincide with the national KS4 and KS5
Summer examinations. If you have any queries, please contact Mr
Vithal.

15/05/2017 to 29/06/2017 Exam season

Please ensure students are well prepared, ready and understand
the likely effects of their bodies during fasting and that they
manage these challenges well by:

29/05/2017 to 02/06/2017 Half term

Ÿ Eating well, with a balanced meal when breaking the fast at
the evening meal and during the pre-dawn meal and drinking
plenty of water.

26/05/2017 to 25/06/2017 Ramadan

07/07/2017 - Network inset day
21/07/2017 - Summer holidays

Ÿ Managing their sleep effectively.

Message to Parents

Ÿ Avoiding over-exertion during the day, especially if the
weather is particularly warm.

Please be respectful to local
businesses when parking to
collect your children or visiting
the school. Poor parking can
make it extremely difficult for
deliveries and is, of course, a
safety hazard in relation to our
students. The parking restrictions
outside the school are in place to
try and avoid accidents and
hence we ask that you do not
park on the hazard or double
yellow lines when collecting
students or visiting the school.

Ÿ Planning ahead in terms of organising their equipment and
time, to avoid rushing around.
Ÿ Students are allowed to bring a clear bottle of water (with no
label) into exams. We do recommend that this is done.

Recommended
read
Maths Puzzle
Have a go at
solving the
puzzle!
Remember to
tell a staff
member of
the Maths
department
your answer
in order to
get your
House Point!
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