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Ark St Alban's Academy Principal awarded OBE
David Gould, the recently retired Principal of Ark St Alban’s
Academy, has been awarded an OBE in the Queen’s New Year’s
Honours List for his services to education.
In a career spanning nearly five decades, David has taught in
schools across the West Midlands, and since 2005 was Principal of
Ark St Alban’s Academy – a school that he transformed from one
of the worst performing in the country, to one of the best.
Under David’s leadership, GCSE results at St Alban’s rose from just
8% in 2005 to 69% in 2015, his last year at the academy. The
EBacc standard was achieved by 45% of students, almost double
the national average, giving the school the highest EBacc rate of
any state comprehensive in Birmingham. David’s tireless and
focussed work has resulted in a school which is now in the top 1% of schools nationally for student
progress.
The Bishop of Birmingham, The Rt Revd David Urquhart, in supporting David’s Honours nomination,
said “David is an outstanding Head Teacher in one of the most diverse and deprived communities of
inner city Birmingham,” praising his “quiet and unassuming manner.”
Throughout his time at St Alban’s, David was supported by his Chair of Governors, Peter Marsh, and
together they oversaw the school’s transformation. Peter said, “David commands the respect of those
around him. He has a clear thinking approach, good judgement and a strong reputation for
trustworthy leadership. He is never flustered and has a quiet, passionate insistence on the highest
standards which helps bring out the best in the students at the school. He is an inspiration and I am
proud to have worked with him and to call him a friend.”

Principal’s Message
Recently, a friend reminded me of a piece of writing by
Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop of Canterbury. In it
he describes our duty to expect the best of those around us,
and to lift others up who are in need. This is significant
because half way through the year, our minds in school are
focussed heavily on impending mock examinations and
preparation for GCSE and A-Levels in the summer. Many
students are working exceptionally hard, whilst their
teachers do everything they can to help them at this crucial
time. Parents, whose support means so much to us, are also working tirelessly
to make sure their children are well prepared for the work ahead. The
Archbishop's words reminded me that this community expects the best of its
young people, and strives to lift them up when they need help. In the academy,
we express this sentiment in the words: 'This is important; you can do it; we
won't give up on you!' I know that all members of the community will join me
in encouraging our children in this way over the coming months.

While the majority of the students at Ark St Alban’s are from Islamic backgrounds, the Academy's
strong Church of England faith ethos, nurtured by David and continued by the current Principal, is
based on secular ethics and allows for a tolerant, multi-faith environment within the Academy.
Parents of all faiths choose Ark St Alban’s because they know that their child’s faith will be respected
– resulting in the school being significantly over-subscribed.
Local MP, Shabana Mahmood, said ”David is a character who shows what can be done with quiet
determination and persistence……an inspirational example of what can be achieved even in difficult
circumstances.”
Despite the tremendous year on year achievements, and the pressure for continued improvement,
David was never distracted from his goal to provide a good, sound education, based firmly in
traditional Christian roots of tolerance, patience and openness, in an environment where each
individual is allowed to shine.
Tim Boyes, Chair of Birmingham Education Partnership, added, “When the two other small inner ring
CofE secondary schools were closing St Alban’s remained, serving a particularly needy and mobile
community. Highgate was characterised by new arrivals and high rise accommodation where drug
abuse and violence were common. David’s service in this context has been a story of quiet tenacity
that has achieved a remarkable transformation.”
David had a very hands on attitude to running Ark St Alban’s. As Principal he continued teaching
several times a week and saw it as his duty to personally mentor newly qualified teaching staff.
Former Vice-Principal of St Alban’s, Sue Walton, said of David’s leadership, “There are many people
in the academy who are better than they thought they could be because of his faith in them. I count
myself in that number.”

The Tempest performed by the RSC
On Wednesday 1st February, St Alban's Academy was
incredibly lucky to host two performances of 'The
Tempest', directed by the Royal Shakespeare Company.
This follows a trip by our most talented and hard-working
KS3 students to the RSC's theatre in Stratford earlier this
academic year, to watch the main house production of
'The Tempest’. The play compliments Year 8's study of
Shakespeare in their English lessons this half term.
Students, staff, governors, families and friends all
attended the performances last Wednesday, and were
captivated throughout by the crazy island which swirls
with sounds as the exiled Duke Prospero used magic to
create a home in the wilderness. We watched Prospero's
beloved daughter Miranda fall in love with the
shipwrecked stranger, Ferdinand, and rebel against her father's power. Year 8 in particular gained a
lot from the performance, seeing the characters and settings they have studied come to life before
their eyes which helped them to understand and enjoy Shakespeare's gripping play.
Sam Mohamed in Year 8 said: "It was hilarious, entertaining and cheerful…Watching the play was
different from studying the play because it seemed so real".
A special well done to Alisha in Year 8, who did a fantastic job designing the tickets for the
performance. The RSC were most impressed!
We look forward to continuing to work closely with the RSC, and bringing Shakespeare to life for our
students!

Day in the Life of a Lawyer
Ali Kassam, Almas Ali, Bilal Ghufar, Shabi Khan and Umar Adil have been selected to attend a Day in
the Life of a Lawyer at Gowling WLG.
This could lead to work experience and
opportunities with large corporations
like Barclays, Deutsche Bank, Aston
Martin, ITV and Wasps, so is a really
great opportunity.
There is also the possibility of
outstanding students on the day being
supported to make an application to the
Legal Social Mobility Foundation.
Haleema Abdul Galeel was also
selected but she is going to Poland to
visit Auschwitz that day – wow!

Nelson Mandela's Chaplain, Colin Chambers
Having the honour to listen to such an influential
figure-whose very existence you can say was a strong factor
in Nelson Mandela's desire to overcome apartheid - was
something that will be fondly remembered, I'm sure, by all
those lucky enough to have listened to him. He allowed us to
leave with great understanding of the troubles faced by not
only Mandela, but other people discriminated against during
those times of distress, and enabled us to aspire to the same
commitment and drive shown by Mandela in our own daily
lives.
Of the many things that I took away from the presentation,
one quote stands with me above all else:
"It always seems impossible until it's done"
Such a simple, yet bold, statement perfectly embodies our
core values and showcases the journey that we will all eventually take as we climb up the formidable
mountain to university and our chosen careers. It is with moments like these, that we truly begin to
understand our potential. Potential that has the ability to transform the world. Potential that can
overshadow perceived failure. Potential that can benefit those around us.
Suleman Shah

Maths puzzle
The Birthday Cake has all gone but there are twelve piles of Smarties left. Each pile is held together by
icing so can't be split up. Most of the guests have gone, but Hungry Harry and his two friends
want to share out the Smarties equally.

Can you share out the piles so that everybody gets
25 Smarties each?
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'The Many Worlds of Albie Bright' by Christopher Edge expertly
mixes both science with emotion. It has both
a strong plot and some great comic moments.
At the start our hero Albie has already lost his
mother to cancer, and his dad, a famous
television astronomer, not a million light
years from a certain Brian Cox, is more
absorbed in his work at the CERN laboratory
than in comforting Albie. So, taking his cue
from
'Schrondinger's
cat'
experiment
(abetted naturally with a neighbour's cat)
and using his mum's quantum laptop
computer and a radioactive banana he
manages to whisk himself off through time
and space faster than you can say E=MC2. Does he meet his mum?
Is it worth it, encountering an evil doppleganger version of himself,
a female Albie with whom he does a 'Strictly Come Dancing' duet
and a non- scientist but loving dad before he can get back home
to what really matters? Of course it is, and it's great fun along the
way. The ending is less 'There's no place like home', more 'There's
no place like the one reality that we can fully experience.’ You may
shed a couple of tears.

17/02/2017 - Academy Inset Day
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20/02/2017 to 24/02/2017 Half Term
17/03/2017 - Network Inset Day
10/04/2017 to 21/04/2017 Easter Holiday
24/04/2017 - Academy Inset Day
01/05/2017 - Bank Holiday

Message to Parents
Please be respectful to local
business when parking to collect
your children or visiting the
school. Poor parking can make it
extremely difficult for deliveries
and is, of course, a safety hazard
in relation to our students. The
parking restrictions outside the
school are in place to try and
avoid accidents and hence we
ask that you do not park on the
hazard or double yellow lines
when collecting students or
visiting the school.

