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Another great year at Ark St Alban’s Academy
Marshall Wace Success!
The four sixth formers who were awarded Marshall Wace Bursaries
were celebrating their success at Marshall Wace's new offices in
Sloane Square, London.
Pictured here on the roof terrace are Bahja Hussein, Nyala White
and Reem Yahya who will each receive the £9,000 Three Year
Bursary to help them enjoy their time at university and Aarifa
Amatul-Hayye who will receive the First Year Bursary of £3,000.
The girls were treated to a sophisticated evening of beautiful food
and inspiring company, networking with staff from Marshall Wace
and Ark Central and students from other Ark academies. They also
had a unique opportunity to thank their donors personally.
Bahja, who has just returned from a paid placement with JP
Morgan hopes to study Politics and International Studies at
Nottingham. Nyala has an offer to study nursing at the University of Birmingham and as an A2B
student is currently working on her essay which will secure her another bursary of £1,800 per year
should she achieve the required grades.
Reem still has an important decision to make - Biomedical Engineering at the University of Birmingham
or Material Sciences at Loughborough. Aarifah holds offers for Social Policy at Bristol and Politics and
Sociology at Manchester, she has just completed a placement at the Royal Shakespeare Company,
which satisfies her love of all things art.

Principal’s Message
This time of year is one of my favourites, and not necessarily
because the summer holidays are upon us! Every year in July and
August, SLT team and I visit the new year seven students in their
homes. I am always humbled by the welcome I receive and by
the enthusiasm for education and the passion and commitment
that the community shows for the work we do here. It reminds
me of why I became a teacher and why I love to work for this
community. Thank you for making me feel so
welcome, and for your support over the last year.
Next year we will continue with our work to help
everyone make the most of their God given
talents, raising our standards and expectations
so that we can support your child on their journey
to university. Together, we can make sure that
your child is successful there and leads a happy
and fulfilling life.

Year 8 Students visit engineering giant
Last half term 12 Year 8 students had
the opportunity to go and visit one of
Europe's largest construction and
engineering companies LFM. LFM is a
merger of three companies who came
together and successfully bid to carry
out the enabling works for the new
High Speed Rail line 'HS2' in the
Birmingham area.
Our students got a chance to see what
the new rail line will look like and find
out the role that different professionals
play in making sure the work is done
properly. They also had a go at building
their own model bridges according to strict specifications and timescales to get an idea of the things
designers, engineers and project managers have to think about. Well done to Enissa, Amal, Alberto
and Numair for winning the competition.

Year 9 and 10 students take part in the Brilliant Club
12 of our Year 9 and 10 students were able to participate in a highly aspirational programme called
the Brilliant Club. The aim of the programme is to
give students the opportunity to experience
university - style education. They had five tutorial
sessions on the topic of Palaeontology with a PhD
tutor, Emma, and completed a number of
assignments including a 2500 word final
assignment which were all marked as they would
be in university.
The programme began with a visit to the University
of Sheffield where students met their tutor and had
their first tutorial sessions. Since then the students
have completed their assignments and on Monday
22nd May they celebrated their graduation at the
University of Warwick.
Well done to all the students involved for your

Year 10’s explore the world of work
A new mentoring programme was launched to 15 lucky Year 10’s recently. The students are taking part
in a 10 month programme with a local employer, AON, which is a leading global provider of risk
management services and insurance.
The programme provides regular mentoring sessions in school and at the company's offices in the city
centre. Students will have a three day work placement and a one day shadowing experience at AON
and will work with their mentors to develop a good CV and great interview skills.
They will receive invaluable information and guidance about apprenticeship opportunities and further
education which will hopefully make a real difference when they are making those all important
decisions in Year 11.

Maths Mayhem trip to Drayton Manor
Eleven Year 7 students have been attending maths problem based sessions during future readiness
time for the duration of the summer term. They have developed logic and problem solving skills which
they were able to apply during the ‘calculate the cost of a rollercoaster’ session at Drayton Manor Park.
The students were surprised that some rollercoasters can cost as much a £4.2 million pounds!

Model United Nations
Sixth formers arrived at the 2017 Model United Nations conference as delegates for Indonesia and
Bolivia. Security Council delegates for Bolivia were immediately rushed to committee to present and
discuss their resolution.
Remaining delegates began lobbying the other 20 delegations
attending the conference to obtain five signatures they require
before submitting to the Approvals Panel. Model UN offers a
platform for students to debate fundamental questions influencing
worldwide politics and policy making, empowering intellectual
discussion and a thirst for knowledge. It is showcase of confidence,
communication and co-operation, and a vehicle for reading politics,
law or international relations at university. For these individuals the
chance to partake in a weekend of diplomacy is a fantastic means
of enhancing employability and global awareness. It is the largest
conference of its kind and gives students a great opportunity to
push themselves out of their comfort zone and develop important
skills.
Five of our students' resolutions were passed at committee stage
and went forward to the General Assembly, where students used
their debating skills to question the resolutions presented and
voted to support resolutions they were in favour of. We were
especially proud of Chelsea Cope, Zhi Yan and Zayd Ahmad who
won awards for their great resolutions.

Junior University
Fifty Year 10 students have just finished a new exciting programme 'Junior University'. They have
worked for 6 hours on a project with undergraduates from Aston University. The programme
culminates with students visiting the university for a
Celebration Day.
The programme has given students a real flavour of what
university life is really like by working side by side with
undergraduate mentors.
Alongside the independent information from Which?
University, we hope that Junior University has provided our
students with the support, confidence and information they
need to enable them to make the right decision for them.

Recommended read
Read
Recommended

Dates for your diary

‘The Boy Who Sailed the Ocean in an Armchair’ by Lara Williamson.

21/07/2017 - Summer holidays
Beckett Rumsey and his younger brother
begin
Billy are taken away by their father in the
04/09/2017 to 06/09/2017 middle of the night from the house they
Academy inset days
share with their step mother, Pearl. They
set up new lodgings in a nearby coastal
07/09/2017 - Students return for
town where their father runs a mobile fish
new academic year at 8.25
and chip shop. Why they have left their
home forms the crux of this story which is
23/10/2017 to 27/10/2017 part family drama and part mystery. It
Half Term
tackles some very hard-hitting issues such
as domestic violence. Fortunately, it's very
funny and there are some great flights of
fantasy within it that give the book its title.
Highly recommended.
Please be respectful to local
businesses when parking to
collect your children or visiting
the school. Poor parking can
All uniform must be purchased by at the following address:
make it extremely difficult for
deliveries and is, of course, a
38 Popular Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 7AD
safety hazard in relation to our
Normal opening hours are Monday to Saturday 9am to 5.30pm. students. The parking restrictions
Clive Mark will have extended opening hours throughout August outside the school are in place to
please visit their website at:
try and avoid accidents and
hence we ask that you do not
http://www.clivemark.co.uk/schools/a/ark-st-alban-s-academy.html park on the hazard or double
yellow lines when collecting
students or visiting the school.
You are camping and have an 8-litre bowl
which is full of fresh water.

Message to Parents

Recommended
Uniform read

Recommended
Maths Puzzle read

You need to share this water fairly into exactly
two portions (4 + 4 litres).
But you only have two empty bowls: a 5-litre and a 3-litre bowl.
Divide the 8 litres in half in as short a time as possible.
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