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St Alban’s Academy Celebrates GCSE Results and New Sixth Form
Students Prepare to Join St Alban’s Academy’s New Sixth Form in September
St Albans waxaa ay u dabaaldageysa natiijadii GCSE iyo Sixth formka cusub

In August St Alban's students celebrated some outstandingly good GCSE results. Many of these students are
founder members of our new sixth form that opened in September following months of detailed planning
and preparation.
The following individual students achieved particularly impressive results:
Miski Hussein was awarded 10 A*s and 3 As at GCSE and an A in AS level Spanish.
Nisar Shah was awarded 1A* and 8As.
Nazeya Yafai who joined the academy in 2007 speaking no English achieved the benchmark 5 grades A*-C
with English and maths, a remarkable achievement.
The pictures below of students and staff on results day are taken from the Sky News coverage.
Previously published statistics show that in 2012 disadvantaged students at St Alban's Academy (ie students
eligible for the pupil premium) made more progress in maths than disadvantaged students in any other
school in the country. Taking the progress of the whole cohort into account there was only one school in
England where students did better and comparing the progress of students who started year 7 with
previously low attainment we were in the top five. It is likely that the figures for 2013 when published will

Message from the Principal
Our GCSE results on Sky News!
We were doubly proud of our GCSE results this year because they had improved yet again and because they were
featured on Sky News. On results day the academy was shown live in four successive hourly news bulletins.
Each broadcast featured a different selection of students talking about their results. I was very moved by
one young man "over the moon" with his results who said, "This is another step towards fulfilling my dreams."
This was particularly apt because at St Alban's we talk to our students continually about taking one step at a
time as they climb the mountain to university and the career of their choice.
The exam headlines were:
56% of students achieved 5 or more grades A*-C grades including English and maths (up from 31% before
becoming an academy in 2009)
98% achieved 5 or more grades A*-C
60% achieved grade A* - C in English
82% achieved grade A* - C in maths
94% achieved 1 or more grades A*-C in science
85% achieved 2 grades A*-C in science
60% achieved grade A*-C in a modern foreign language

St Alban’s Academy Sixth Form Opens!

We are delighted by the way our Year 12 students have started their sixth form journey. They enrolled
into St Alban's Academy Sixth Form amidst the Sky TV cameras which filmed the internal students
receiving their results on 22nd August. Several ex-students came back to us after a year at college,
wanting to have the structure and support that we give to our students that cannot be replicated at the
much larger colleges. Since they started the sixth form students have impressed staff with their
Professional appearance and conscientious approach, and they have become role models for younger
students in the academy. Excellent work is already being completed in all subject areas and teachers have
felt rewarded for their hard work in preparing the courses.
Year 11 students are now considering their options for next year and they are aware of the many benefits
of continuing their studies with the teachers that have done so much for them over the years. The Sixth
Form Open Evening on Tuesday 22nd October (5pm) will be attended by students from our Year 11 as well
as those from other 11-16 schools in Birmingham. There will be an opportunity to meet sixth
form teachers, hear presentations by the Principal, Director of Sixth Form and selected students,
look around the excellent facilities and find out more about the courses on offer. We look forward to
welcoming prospective Sixth Formers and their families on this occasion.
“Another Goal For our Sixth Form”

Year 6 Open Evening Success!
The Year 6 Open Evening on 25th September 2013 was the most successful open evening in St Alban's
Academy history! Large numbers of Year 5 and 6 students, along with their parents, carers and
families visited the academy and experienced what St Alban's has to offer. Parents/carers had the
opportunity to watch presentations about the academy and meet the Principal David Gould, whilst
students engaged in interactive activities in the classrooms - from building rockets to playing Indian
Drums. Tours of the new building followed which showcased the new build and the fantastic facilities on
offer. Feedback was overwhelmingly positive from parents and pupils and there was a strong community
feel to the evening. A very big 'thank you' goes to all the students and staff who helped make the evening
so successful.

UniFest
The Aimhigher partnership in Birmingham coordinates an annual programme of university summer schools
called UniFest, offering young people opportunities to experience
the world of higher education by living and working on campus.
Data suggests UniFest has a positive impact on young people,
generating shifts in attitudes, knowledge and understanding.
19 Year 10 students from St Alban's took part this year, the largest
group to attend so far.
Student comments:
'I was excited to experience what it would be like at a University'.
'I made lots of new friends and by the second day I was more
confident; we worked well together in groups.'
'Overall, Unifest was a great experience! I would do it again and now consider going to university.'
'It taught me what university life is like and how to interact with new people.'
We will send even more students, including Sixth Formers formers to Unifest in 2014!

Year 7 get off to a Flying Start
At St Alban's we believe that it is never too early to start thinking about future education and career
progression and our prestigious local universities agree with us.
During their first two days at St Alban's our new Year 7
students spent a day at Aston University for a glimpse of
university life and a taste of
what to aim for in the future.
Students worked with
university staff and student
ambassadors on team building
activities. They considered
what it would be like being a
student at university and
presented ideas on the sorts of
degrees they would like to
pursue - there were some very
interesting ideas! They were tested at the end of the day with a quiz
about what they had learnt.
Year 7 thoroughly enjoyed the day which included a campus tour and
lunch in one of the many student cafes.
WELL DONE YEAR 7 - ALWAYS AIMING HIGH!

Business in the Clasroom
The CBI West Midlands' initiative, Business in the Classroom, aims to inspire young people into business
and improve their employability skills.
St Alban's Academy Council worked with Lend Lease, builders of the new school and Rikem (consultants),
on a project comparing facets of the old and
new buildings.
Students devised questionnaires focusing on
improvements (or otherwise) to various areas
within school, collated data and prepared a
report for Lend Lease making some interesting
recommendations.
Four brave souls presented to a panel made up
of Lend Lease, Rikem and CBI staff and were put
through their paces with tough 'dragon's den'
style questioning.
The project was a success and we learned a
great deal about how to run this sort of
programme. We are happy to report that BMW
have agreed to take part in a similar project with our Sixth Formers this year.
Here are some of our students pictured with Rita Patel a consultant from Rikem.

Scientist of the Month
Werner Karl Heisenberg (5 December 1901 - 1 February 1976) was a German
physicist who is most notable for his work on quantum mechanics, in particular the
"uncertainty principle". He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1932 "for the
creation of quantum mechanics". Heisenberg was also instrumental in planning the
first West German nuclear Reactor and considerable controversy surrounds his work
on atomic research during World War II. After the war Heisenberg was appointed
director of the Max Planck Institute in Leipzig for Physics until 1958. He was also
president of the German Research Council, chairman of the Commission for Atomic
Physics, chairman of the Nuclear Physics Working Group, and president of the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. Heisenberg is widely considered as one of the
most influential figures in nuclear physics, particle physics and quantum field theory.
How has Heisenberg's memory been rekindled in recent years? Answers to Miss
Brooks!

Guess Who?

Years 7 – 10

Who is this famous footballer that was
educated at another ARK Academy
(Burlington Danes, London) and went
on to play for Birmingham City Football
Club and Queens Park Rangers but not
before coming through Aston Villa’s
Youth Academy?
Answers to Mr Tomlinson or
Mr Cashmore

PROGRESS DAY
•
•
•
•

•
•

Replacing ‘target setting days’
We want to see all parents
Parents will be able to book
appointments online
Parents will be able to discuss progress
and ‘attitudes to learning’ in all subject
areas
We expect students to wear ‘full
academy uniform’
Details to follow soon and will be
sent via students

Recommended Read
Wishful Thinking by Ali Sparkes
"It's just a regular trip for Kevin, and he comes back with just the
regular sorts of things. Some local fudge, a scented candle for his
mum ...and his own personal god. It's Abandinus, a little-known
Celtic deity, who has suddenly found a new purpose in his eternal
life-sorting out Kevin's. With a god on your side,
everything's going to get a lot easier, isn't it?
After all, a god can get stuff done. The trouble
is it's not always the kind of stuff Kevin has in
mind ......"
This is an entertaining and surprising adventure
which shows how wishing can be dangerous,
especially if you are not exactly sure what it is
you are wishing for.
It was also voted Blue Peter Book of the Year in
2010.
Mrs. Butler

11am – 6pm
Wednesday
6th November 2013
Date’s for your diary
Ÿ 21st October - Super Learning
Day.
Ÿ 22nd October - Sixth Form
Open Evening.
Ÿ 28th October - 1st November Half Term.
Ÿ 4th & 5th November - Training
days, Academy closed to
Students.
Ÿ 6th November - Progress Day.

Maths Puzzle
St Alban’s Academy
Conybere Street
Highgate
Birmingham
B12 0YH
Tel: 0121 446 1300
Email: info@stalbansacademy.org
Website: www.stalbansacademy.org

The five school children in couples weigh
129 pounds, 125 pounds, 124 pounds, 123
pounds, 122 pounds, 121 pounds, 120
pounds, 118 pounds, 116 pounds and 114
pounds on a weighing machine. What was
the weight of
each one of
the five little
girls if taken
separately?

