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NEWSLETTER SPRING 2
ST ALBAN’S ACADEMY WELCOMED THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
ST ALBANS ACADEMY WAXAA AY SOO DHAWEYSAY WADADKA WEYN EE ARCHBISHOPKA CANTERBURY

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd and Rt Hon
Justin Welby, visited St Alban’s on Monday 23rd February
where he met with students and invited guests over lunch.
Students had the opportunity to ask questions about the
Archbishop’s life and his role as the leader of the Church of
England as well as current issues affecting the church and
our society. He was presented with gifts including a St
Alban’s shield with “One world, one human race and many
choices” written on it. The Archbishop also blessed a new
site which is being developed as a community access facility
with a selection of outdoor fitness equipment. Once
completed the new facility will be called the Archbishop Welby Healthy Living Area. There is already
open access to the multi-use games area and community access to the indoor sports facilities at St
Alban’s Academy; this additional space will make an important and much needed contribution to
health and fitness in Highgate. Mr Gould said: “I am delighted that Archbishop Welby visited St
Alban’s Academy during his time in Birmingham. We are very proud of the work that we do here that
continues the mission begun 150 years ago by the Pollock brothers, priests of our parish - to provide
education for the people of this community.
Highgate is a richly diverse community and we are especially
proud of the interfaith relationships that we have both
within our school and within our community. Our collective
worship, with student-led prayers and readings from the
Bible and the Qur’an accompanied by thoughtful discussion
of spiritual issues is deeply moving, and I believe that we are
a model for communities elsewhere.”
The character of St Alban’s Academy as a Church of England
school remains at the heart of the school’s identity.

The Archbishop of Canterbury came to lunch at St Alban's Academy on 23rd February 2015. It is
not every day that the Archbishop of Canterbury drops in for lunch! This was, of course, a very
special event and a great honour. The visit was, in part, a celebration of the
strong and positive relationships between faith groups in and around the
academy and local faith leaders were invited to come and meet with
Archbishop Welby. The visit also celebrated our success as an outstanding
Church of England School with very high expectations and nationally
recognised student progress.
In this context you will be proud to hear that according to the new 'Best 8
Value Added' measure, published by the government to show how much
progress students make between the ages of 11 and 16,
St Alban's Academy:
is the top non-selective state school in Birmingham
is in the top 1% of schools nationally
is one of the top 100 schools nationally

THE MOST REVD AND RT HON JUSTIN WELBY ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
CAME TO VISIT
The school ethos is underpinned by the idea of “common terms” –
commonalities that unite the different faith communities. The
current student body is 80% Muslim with families originating
mainly from Pakistan, Yemen and, most recently, Somalia. Of the
rest, 8% are Christian, 8% are of undeclared faith, plus a small
number of Sikhs, Rastafarians and Jehovah’s witnesses.

CHAPLAINS MESSAGE
Teach us, O Lord, to accept our
limitations.
It is of great advantage.
That we shall know our place,
and not imagine that the
whole universe
exists for us alone.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Reward Trip - 26/03/2015
Easter Holiday - 30/03/2015 to
10/04/2015
Progress Day - 23/04/2015

CLOSURES
Inset Day - 13/04/2015
May Day - 04/05/2015

CONTACT US
St Alban’s Academy,
Conybere Street,
Birmingham
B12 0YH

0121 4461300

@StAlbansAcademy

www.stalbansacademy.org

info@stalbansacademy.org
sixthform@stalbansacademy.org

LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP

GOVERNMENT MINISTER CONGRATULATES ST ALBAN'S ON VALUE ADDED PERFORMANCE
“It gives me great pleasure to congratulate you on the excellent value added score that your school
has achieved in 2014.
Your school is one of the top 100 non-selective state funded schools in England based on the key
stage 2 to key stage 4 value added measure.
I would like to congratulate your staff, governors and pupils for their hard work and success. My
thanks also to you personally and to your leadership team for continuing the drive towards the
highest standards of educational achievement.”
Letter from MP David Laws

FGM SUMMIT HELD IN BIRMINGHAM
On Saturday 14th March a Summit on
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) was held
at St Alban's Academy in Birmingham.
Speakers included Shabana Mahmood MP
and Lord Ahmed of Wimbledon, Minister for
Communities.
'Together we can end FGM in a generation'
was jointly organised by St Alban's
Academy, FORWARD (Foundation for
Women's Health Research and Development), MWNUK (Muslim Women's Network UK), and West
Midlands Police.
Speaking ahead of the event, Shahin Ashraf MBE, FGM Lead for the Muslim Women's Network-UK
said:
"This event is an important landmark event for Birmingham in highlighting FGM, and bringing
together multiple agencies. Only by working collaboratively will we be able to end FGM in a
generation."
Over 137,000 girls and women living in England and Wales have been affected by FGM and globally
more than 130 million girls and women have experienced some form of FGM. The aims of the
Birmingham Summit are to bring together survivor communities and practitioners, to identify gaps
in service provision, to share knowledge and to establish Birmingham as a leading hub for
modelling best practice by engaging schools, practitioners and parents in the fight against FGM.
David Gould, Principal of St Alban's Academy, said:
"FGM is a very serious and very current issue that is facing many young girls in many communities
across the country. The only way that we will beat FGM is by working together and schools must be
part of the solution. We must educate our young people so that they know, beyond doubt, that
FGM is illegal in the UK, and is a violation of the human rights of the girls and women affected by it.
Our staff must know what to look out for, and how to deal properly and appropriately with any
cases of FGM that they are presented with."

RECOMMENDED READ
'Dead End in Norvelt' by
the American writer
Jack Gantos is set in a
Midwest small town in
the early 1960's and is a
highly autobiographical
work (the teenage
narrator is called Jack
Gantos). Memories of
the second World War
are still very fresh in
peoples lives and Jack,
prone to nosebleeds, is
grounded for a long hot
summer after destroying
a corn crop which his socially conscious mother
had intended to help feed the town's deprived.
As a consequence, Jack is regularly sent out to
one of his elderly neighbours, the eccentric
arthritic spinster Miss Volker, and it is at her
request that he helps her type up a series of
obituaries as Norvelt's elderly women start dying
mysteriously. 'DEIN' has a lot to say about how
we view history, whether that of Presidents or of
small town paupers, how obituaries are used to
define people’s existence and how we often edit
the truth of our own purposes. However, first
and foremost, it is a very entertaining, often
wildly funny read with some great set pieces.

MATHS PUZZLE
How much does the baby weigh if the
mother weighs 100 pounds more than the
combined weight of the baby and the dog,
and the dog weighs 60 per cent less than
the baby?

STUDENT MUSICIAN OF THE MONTH
This award goes to a student in each year group
who has demonstrated all the qualities needed
to become a high achieving musician. They have
completed all tasks in lessons to the best of their
ability and have practised developing their skills
in their own time.
Autumn musicians of the month
Year 7 - Idris Hussein
Year 8 - Ahlam Idriss
Year 9 - Meesum Hussain
KS 4 - Tony Lu
Spring 1 Musicians of the Month
Year 7 - Layan Kashm
Year 8 - Mohammed Abdulghani
Year 9 - Omaimah Farhan
KS4 - Ling Zhi Yan

NEED CAREERS ADVICE?
On the St Alban’s Academy website there is a new section called ‘Careers’ located under the ‘Life at
School’ tab. If you need any advice about your future career or University, keep checking the new
‘Careers’ tab for advice and information. The page is currently under construction but will be up and
running shortly.

SCIENTIST OF THE MONTH
Louis Pasteur (1822 - 1895) was a French chemist and microbiologist
remembered for his breakthroughs in vaccination technology, which
are responsible for saving countless lives. He is credited with the
creation of the first vaccines to protect against smallpox, rabies and
anthrax. Vaccines are substances that are injected into a person to
protect against a particular disease. They usually consist of dead or
harmless variations of the microbe which one is trying to protect
against and work by causing the immune system to be able to
recognise and generate an attack against the harmful microbe. He is
also credited with the invention of a technique called pasteurisation,
a process whereby milk and wine are treated to prevent
contamination by bacteria. This works by heating the food to just
high enough temperatures to kill the bacteria and thus prevent the
bacteria spoiling the food.

