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Football’s coming home!
On Wednesday 20th June, Ark St Alban’s Year 9
Football Team beat Holy Trinity 7-0 in an emphatic
display, to win The Birmingham Central Football
League Cup!
This group of players have worked hard this
season and deserve the success that has come their
way, including two students who were asked to
attend a training session with The Birmingham
City FC Academy earlier in the year.
Goals came from Jahmal Miller (x2), Abdullah
Abdullah (x2), Umayr Khobaib (x2) and Yaqoob
Abdulghani.
It was a pleasure to see this young group demonstrate and apply the various aspects of football that
we have striven to improve over the last twelve months. This just shows that, with the right application,
perseverance & willingness to learn, success can be achieved! We're all very proud of the students and
we look forward to more development and positive experiences next season!

Principal’s Message
With the academic year drawing to a close I write to thank all members of the Academy
community for their support throughout the year. Your commitment to our mission and the
success of our students is gratefully received.
This term our staff have been hard at work securing the best outcomes possible for our
examination cohorts and preparing others for their end of year interim assessments.
Examinations have gone well with positive feedback from students and teachers. Whilst the
experience for many of our young people is challenging, especially with the season
overlapping with Ramadan, they have risen to meet this challenge and have invested in
securing themselves great results and the opportunity to study the courses of their choice at
sixth form and university.
It has also been a rewarding term for our sports teams with students participating in a variety
of city finals and some securing 1st place trophies. Congratulations to all our teams and
sportspersons for representing their academy with pride.
I'm pleased to let you know that Ark St Alban's has been designated as a National Teaching
School. This means that the Department for Education has recognised the exemplary work we
have been doing regarding teaching and learning and has asked us to share our experience
with other schools in the community. It is an honour that has come out of a
great deal of hard work and dedication on the part of our staff.
I wish everyone an excellent summer holiday and look forward to welcoming
students back into the Academy on Thursday 6th September. You will find our
published term dates for the academic year ahead at arkstalbans.org/termdates. Finally, a reminder that from September 2018 the school week will run
from 8.25am to 3pm Monday to Thursday and 8.25am to 2.20pm on Friday.

Students accepted onto the Nuffield Research Foundation
Congratulations to Kanwal Saleem and Isra Zaman who have just been accepted onto the coveted
Nuffield Research Foundation. This
year more students than ever applied
(four from here) and the application
process was even more rigorous,
including an assessment centre and
interview.
The programme is an opportunity for
students
to
work
alongside
professional
scientists
(including
quantitative
social
scientists),
technologists,
engineers
and
mathematicians for 3 - 4 weeks in the
summer in a local university. An
incredible thing for our two sixth
formers. You may remember Zhi Yan and Ashna Omar did physics and psychology placements last
summer.

Sixth Form enjoy Futsal tournament
On Thursday 14th June, Ark St Alban’s Sixth Form competed in their first ever College Futsal
Tournament after accepting an invite from Worcester University to play in their new annual
competition.
The squad have worked hard and have been limited to just six training sessions of Futsal. This is a new
sport to the group, however, they have taken to the task of learning and challenging themselves in a
new environment with much passion and endeavour. Ark St Alban’s and Droitwitch were the only two
teams representing a school.
In the opening fixtures, St Alban’s adapted well to the speed & format of Futsal, scoring some
excellently crafted team goals. The squad were unlucky to lose two games and draw one out of their
group fixtures, with the students quickly realising how unforgiving Futsal is!
St Alban’s then moved in to the 'Plate' and were victorious! The Squad topped the group with two
wins and a draw with
some fantastic displays
of
innovation,
creativity,
passion,
determination,
skill
and
ultimately,
collaboration!
In
addition,
The
Chairman of Worcester
University
Futsal,
personally sent me a
message to express
how impressed he, and
the staff, were with St
Alban’s performances,
especially as this was
the
group’s
first
competitive outing in a
relatively new sport.
A HUGE well done to all of the students who represented the Academy with such pride.

Ark Music Festival
The Ark Music Festival was held on Saturday, 23rd June in White City,
London. A number of our students from across all year groups made their
way down to take part. Workshops were held during the day and students
learned an entire repertoire of music from scratch. They worked extremely
hard and collaborated with a number of students from other Ark schools, as
well as professional musicians and teachers. The performances were held in
the afternoon and the students' hard work and talent showed through.
Sajid Hussain (Y7) performed a leadership role in the Junk Funk Ensemble.
Bradley Kent (Y9) was on kit for the Ark Supergroup performance. Vivian
Wu (Y9) and Mubarek Daha (Y11) were part of the Kinetica Bloco Wind
Band, and Hodan Mohamed (Y8) and Kayla Sayles (Y8) held down the beat
in the Kinetica Bloco percussion section. They paraded through the streets
and took part in a static grand finale which had the packed out audience up
and dancing. The students were fantastic and are looking forward to future
performances and events.

Spark and Fusion European Tour
Five of our students have been working extremely
hard throughout this year, giving up their Saturdays
to travel to London and rehearse with the Spark
Choir and the Fusion Orchestra. These ensembles
are made of the best student musicians from across
the Ark Network. On 30th June, these students
travelled to Bruges, Belgium to perform a
jam-packed concert series in three different
Belgium cities. Students performed in an open mic
night in Bruges, a seaside choir performance in
Ostend, and a grand finale summer festival on the
beach in Nieuwpoort. They have undertaken a
challenging repertoire which had them singing in
Latin for “O Fortuna” (Carmina Burana),
improvising jazz pieces, belting out some Beyonce,
and channelling their inner Latino to perform the
very difficult “Mambo” from West Side Story. They also performed the world premier of “Nevertheless
She Persisted” - a piece that champions women's rights. Audiences were enormous and the children
never faltered - even through 32+ degree heat. The weekend
culminated by our very own Walla Ali winning the Young
Musicians Award for her joy and dedication to music at the
closing awards ceremony. Special thanks to Ms Mawdsley for
coming along to help out. The students involved were:
Vivian Wu - Year 9 - Flute - Fusion Orchestra, Walla Ali - Year
9 - Percussion - Fusion Orchestra, Mubarek Daha - Year 11 Trumpet - Fusion Orchestra, Theo Lawrence - Year 9 - Baritone
- Spark Choir and Ashanti Ford - Year 10 - Alto - Spark Choir

Generation Ladywood Performance at Symphony
Our Year 9 GCSE Music group have been working with professional musicians from The Town Hall
Symphony Hall Birmingham to create an original and fully improvised jazz performance piece. They
collaborated with the Jewellery Quarter Academy and Aston Manor Academy in a joint rehearsal,
which was hosted by St Alban’s Church, to put the finishing touches on their final piece. They will be
performing at Symphony Hall on Tuesday, 17th July at 1.15pm. We were waiting in excited anticipation
for their performance. Special thanks to Fr Gerry for helping us out and organising our mass rehearsal
space.

Recommended read
Read
Recommended
'Fuzzy Mud' mixes a couple of genres, that
of the 'American High School Campus'
novel, merged with the 'Ecological
Disaster' scenario and has spawned a
rather hazy result: the character
development is somewhat limited and
lacks a lot of humour that is present in
Louis Sachar's best work. Still, it's decently
paced and might raise awareness of
environmental issues and the dangers of
meddling with science. Recommended
for 11 - 14 year olds. Interestingly enough,
the previous book we read for 'St Alban's
Adventures in Reading' was an abridged
version of 'Frankenstein' and this can be
seen as another variation/update on that timeless classic.

Uniform read
Recommended

All uniform must be purchased by at the following address:
38 Popular Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 7AD
Normal opening hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday to
Saturday 9.30 to 4.30pm. For more information please visit their
website at:
http://www.clivemark.co.uk/schools/a/ark-st-alban-s-academy.html

Maths Puzzle
Recommended
read
Six wolves catch six lambs in six minutes.
How many wolves will be needed to catch
sixty lambs in sixty minutes?
No, the answer is not sixty. Try again!
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Dates for your diary
23/07/2018 to September Summer Holidays
16/08/2018 - A Level Results Day
23/08/2018 - GCSE Results Day
03/09/2018 - 05/09/2018 Academy Inset Day
06/09/2018 - Academic year
starts for students

Message to Parents
Please be respectful to local
businesses when parking to
collect your children or visiting
the school. Poor parking can
make it extremely difficult for
deliveries and is, of course, a
safety hazard in relation to our
students. The parking restrictions
outside the school are in place to
try and avoid accidents and
hence we ask that you do not
park on the hazard or double
yellow lines when collecting
students or visiting the school.

