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It all adds up for trainee
accountant Tasnim
Waxaa ay wax walba u hagaagtay Tasnim oo ah gabar baraneysa Accountant,
iyadoo heshay lacag deeq ah oo ay jaamicadda isaga bixineyso
Former St Alban’s Academy student Tasnim Zarin is getting
her accountancy career off to a flying start at the University
of Birmingham.
Tasnim, who is from the Highgate area of Birmingham, has
been successfully awarded scholarships from the University
of Birmingham and HSBC which, when added together,
provides thousands of pounds worth of support towards her
degree education.
Tasnim began her studies at Cadbury College in September
2010 and during her time at the college achieved an AS Level
in Maths and A Levels in Sociology, Accounts and Business
gaining 2 A grades and 1 grade B.
The 18 year old, who is due to start a BSc in Accounting and
Finance at the end of the month, is one of the first members
of her immediate family to go to university and is aiming to
become a chartered accountant.
And the good news does not stop there! As a result of her high
achievements, Tasnim’s scholarship will cover her full
university tuition fees for the three year degree course, saving
her a massive £27,000.
Tasnim is really looking forward to starting her first term at
university, she said: “I was going to get a part-time job but
won’t need to do this now so will be able to fully concentrate
on my studies. I just can’t wait to start university!”

Message from the Principal
How much do you value education?
People all round the world have been inspired by the story of Malala Yousufzai, the 15-year-old
Pakistani girl shot by the Taliban for speaking out for the right to an education. Malala is being
treated by specialist medical staff at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital here in
Birmingham.
Two people featured in our newsletter this month also inspire us by their
commitment to education. Tasnim Zarin is using the maths she learnt at St Alban’s
as she powers her way towards her chosen career as an accountant.
Matthew Boulton, whose achievements in Birmingham are celebrated on page 4,
was educated at the academy of the Reverend John Hausted in Deritend just a
stone’s throw from the new St Alban’s Academy. He used his education in maths
and science to change the world.

Charity News
The Academy Council started the new
school year off with a bang, organising a
coffee morning to support the Macmillan
Cancer Support charity. Thanks to the
support of both staff and students who
baked (and consumed!) cakes and biscuits
at an alarming rate, the academy raised a
total of £284.40. Mrs Vidler-Shemmell said:
‘I’m really pleased. This money will pay
for a Macmillan nurse to support a family
affected by cancer for nearly 12 hours.’
Superb!

A day in the Life of...
7.00am: I arrive at school and mark my Year 9 books
7.30am: Meet with Mr Tomlinson to discuss the sixth form event later today. The
plans are really coming on well. I am very excited about this new stage in the
life of the academy.
8.00am: I go outside to say hello to the students as they enter the building
8.30am: Do a learning walk around the school to look at the standard of teaching
and learning. It is great to see so many students working hard.
8.55am: I join the Senior Leader’s meeting where we discuss items such as the
new building and the upcoming sixth form event.
10.10am: Teach 9En3. This class is amazing. We do some really exciting drama
work which will help the students to improve their attainment levels.
11.15am: I lead Year 8 assembly. I explain to the students the new rule about
Mr Gregory
not ‘hanging around’ in Gooch Street after school for their own safety. They
all agree it is a great idea.
11.30: Leave school to go to Christ Church Primary School where I am a governor. I do a learning walk.
I’m really impressed by the care and attention shown to the children.
2.00pm: Finally get to answer my emails. Would you believe I have over 100 waiting for me?
3.00pm: I pop into the LSC to see the fantastic work they are doing with some of our students.
3.30pm: Meet with the parents of one of our students to discuss how they can improve their behaviour.
4.00pm: Detention duty. It is great to see the number of detentions decreasing as the students become
more familiar with the academy rules. I remind the Year 11 students that they have exams soon so
cannot afford to waste any lesson time.
5.00pm: Meet a parent to discuss how his son can do his MyMaths homework better.
5.15pm: Head off to the Sixth Form Open Evening. I’m impressed by the way in which students from
around the city are looking towards their future with such excitement. They are definitely thinking
about the next stage of their climb up the mountain to university!
7.15pm: I finally go home to my wonderful family.

Brothers Together
Did you know that the LSC runs a
club for boys similar to the Sister’s
Club? They call themselves ‘The
Brothers in a Bright Light’. To
experience male bonding at it’s
best, they went on a camping
adventure. If you are interested in
joining the club, speak to Mrs
Stiyel.

New School Building Update

Mr Dickinson
says...

Things are really progressing! The final glass curtain wall is
being installed now – this is to fill in the large gaping hole that you see
every day on the MUGA side of the building. It should be completed by the
end of next week – weather conditions permitting.
Externally, the landscaping to the front elevation (which will eventually be
the main entrance) is progressing extremely well with the first of the paved
ramps onto the street now completed; the engineering bricks for the steps
are also about to be laid. At the Dining Hall side of the building, the kerbs
and some topsoil are now laid - it should be beautiful once finished.
Internally some classrooms are now almost finished with ceilings, lights,
services, cupboards and even carpets now fitted. Hard surface safety
flooring has now been laid to the Science areas on the ground floor and even
some of the toilets now have flooring and fittings installed.
The contractors are assuring us of completion well on time.
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SPOTLIGHT ON ATTENDANCE
St Alban’s Academy is working in partnership with parents to
improve school attendance.
Excellent attendance will mean that your child is able to achieve
the best grades possible supporting their progression to College and
University.

Engineer of the Month

Matthew Boulton
Born in Birmingham in 1728, Boulton started
his operations at the Soho Manufactory built
by him near Birmingham, and soon became
associated with James Watt. The firm
installed hundreds of Boulton & Watt steam
engines in Britain and abroad, initially in
mines and then in factories.
Boulton was a key member of the Lunar
Society, a group of
men from the
Birmingham-area prominent in the arts, sciences and theology.
Members of the Society have been given credit for developing
concepts and techniques in science, agriculture, manufacturing,
mining and transport that laid the groundwork for the entire
Industrial Revolution.
Boulton founded the Soho Mint which he soon adapted to steam
power. He sought to improve the poor state of Britain's coinage, and
in 1797 he produced copper coinage which was well designed and,
more importantly, difficult to counterfeit. He died at Soho House
on 17 August 1809 and was buried in the graveyard of St Mary’s
Church, Handsworth.
Boulton is recognised by several memorials and other
commemorations in and around Birmingham. Soho House, his home
from 1766 until his death, is now a museum, as is his first workshop
Sarehole Mill. As well, a gilded bronze
statue of Boulton, Watt and Murdoch
(1956) by William Boyle stands
outside the old Register Office on
Broad Street in central Birmingham
and of course, in 1957 Matthew
Boulton College was named in his
honour.
His image appears alongside James
Watt on the Bank of England £50 note.

Dates for your diary
King Lear performances by RSC on 28th
and 29th November. Contact academy
for tickets.
The first day of the Christmas break is
Friday 14th December - school is closed
on this day.

Recommended
Read
‘Raven’s Gate’ by Anthony
Horowitz
“When
Matt
Freeman gets
into
trouble
with
the
police, he’s
sent to be
fostered
in Yorkshire.
It’s not long
before he senses there’s
something wrong with his
guardian and indeed, with the
whole village. Then he learns
about the Old Ones and begins
to understand just how he is
different. But no one will
believe him. No one can help.”
The Old Ones are awakening
and will bring death and
destruction.
Five
‘Young
Ones’ are the only ones who
can stop them. Matt is the
first to discover who he is and
what he must do. But those
who worship the Old Ones
know all about him and are
waiting. A sinister story of the
supernatural, this book is the
first of five in a series in which
the suspense rises as the
danger grows. I have enjoyed
these books and recommend
Raven’s Gate as a good read.
Mrs. Butler
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