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St Alban’s Celebrates GCSE
Results

Message from the Principal

What a wonderful happy picture on
the front of this newsletter! Students
at St Alban’s are very different from
students in many other schools
because they really want to learn and
their families are right behind them.
A recent article about St Alban’s
Academy in the Financial Times
(Saturday, September 29) bore the
headline ‘Remarkable School’. I
believe that St Alban’s is indeed a
remarkable school and I am very
proud to say that it serves remarkable
young people from remarkable
families and that it is staffed by
remarkable teachers.
The article finished:
‘When David Gould says “there are
no children doomed to be secondclass citizens”, he means it.’
And I do mean it! We are determined
that
all
our
students
will
succeed at school,
at university and in
the career of their
choice and we
know their parents
will support them
all the way.

Did you know...?
49% of students achieved at
least 5A*-C grades including
English and mathematics - up
18 points since the school
became an academy
98% achieved at least 5 A*-C
grades overall
52% of pupils achieved grade
A* – C in English
83% achieved A* – C in
mathematics
Ÿ 98% of students achieved at
least 2 C grades in science
subjects

St Alban’s waxaa uu u dabaaldagaayaa guushii uu kagaaray
imtixaankii GCSE

Since the academy opened in 2009 there have been many notable
achievements leading to substantial press coverage. Most recently, the
Birmingham Mail reported the Principal’s response to the school’s third
set of results since becoming an academy: ‘I congratulate all the students
on their hard work and their achievements. In three years we have
increased GCSE attainment by 18 percentage points - an average annual
increase of 6 percentage points each year.
‘The change in the grade C threshold in English this year has raised the
bar again, and is reflected in both the English and the overall results. I
am extremely proud of our students’ achievements, especially given many
students’ challenging starting point in English.
‘We are continuing to make good progress across our curriculum. As we
look forward to opening our new building in January and our sixth form
next year, I know that every staff member and student at St. Alban’s
shares my belief and commitment that we will raise our achievements
even further in the coming years. I’d like to thank our staff for their
ongoing dedication.’
Well done to all of our graduating students!
Look out for more newspaper articles in the future.

Jules has a normal life, passing
notes to her best friend in boring
lessons at school, ignoring the repulsive Adrian Benton – and she is
about to audition for the main
part in the play of ‘Northern
Lights’.
But then her world explodes. Her
perfect dad leaves home and
doesn’t want to talk to her any
more. Strange photographers start
leaping out from behind bushes to
take her photo. Everyone knows
who she is...except her!

This book explores how the
power of the press can make
you famous for all the wrong
reasons, how this affects your
family and friends and what
really matters. It is a well
written story that tackles a
difficult subject with
sensitivity.
For year 8 and over.
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Join us at one of our Open Evenings for our new Sixth Form.
Find out more about the courses on offer and meet our
teachers. Presentations by the Principal and Director of Sixth
Form at 5.30pm, 6pm and 6.30pm.
Brand new state of the art facilities
Safe, structured learning environment
Church of England ethos and mult-faith intake
High quality teaching & excellent pastoral care
St Alban’s Academy, Angelina Street, Highgate, Birmingham B12 0UU
www.stalbansacademy.org

St Alban’s Academy

Advice on Islam in Church

Mrs. Butler

Did you know?
The Art Department is
collecting old clothes/
pieces of fabric for use in
textiles projects.
All donations gratefully
received

During our end of year Church
assembly, Mr Mockbill spoke in reply to
the question: ‘Why do Muslims call God
Allah?’ and ‘Does Islam forbid Muslims
from going to Church?’
He informed the avid audience that
Muslims prefer to call God Allah
because this Arabic word does not
specify God’s gender. Mr Mockbill
added that the word ‘Allah’ is not
exclusive to Islam; it appears in Sikhism
and also in Judaism where two of God’s
attributes are Elah and Elohim. Jesus
also called God Elloi. He informed all
that the Qu’ran and the authentic
Hadeeth do not forbid Muslims from Church.
Mr Mockbill thanked Mr Gould for allowing him to speak on Islam in
the Church and stated: “This is another service St Alban’s Academy
provides for its students and community, and one of many seeds for
global unity sown in this great country of ours”.

Meet the New Staff!
Message from the new Vice Principal

Mrs Clewlow, Vice
Principal, Head of St
Patrick’s School

I am absolutely thrilled at being appointed Vice Principal at St Alban’s
Academy. I have worked towards this position for the last ten years of
my career and I am fully committed to ensuring all students receive the
highest quality education. I look forward to working with staff, students,
parents/carers and governors to support the development and expansion
of the Academy during this exciting transition period.

We welcome our new members of
staff!

Mr Dickinson, Facilities
Manager

Ms O’Connor, ICT
teacher

We’re extremely proud to recruit such highly qualified
and inspirational staff. Our new teachers have a a raft
of A and A* grade A Levels and an exciting range of high
quality degrees. But it doesn’t just stop there! They
have also spent time working in countries such as Italy
and Sierra Leone, and even as far afield as Bolivia. Why
not speak to them about the fantastic experiences
their university education has given them?

Mr Deans, Maths
teacher

Ms Sheldon, Science
teacher

Mr Baker, Music
teacher

Mr Drakes, History
teacher

Year 7 off to a Flying Start!
At St Alban’s we believe that it is never too early to start thinking about
future education and career progression, and our prestigious local
universities agree with us.
Our new Year 7 students spent their second day with the academy at Aston
University, getting a glimpse of university life and a taste of what to aim
for in the future.
The students worked on team building activities with the university staff
and student ambassadors, considering what it would be like to be a student
at university.
Year 7 thoroughly enjoyed the day!
They were shown around the whole campus by the Aston university students,
viewing the sports and academic facilities as well as the new multi-faith
building and brand new library.
The university’s Schools Liaison Officer stated that they really enjoyed
having our students on campus and commented on their enthusiasm and
impeccable behaviour throughout the visit .

WELL DONE YEAR 7!

ALWAYS AIMING HIGH!

Summer School Success

Engineer of the Month

James Watt
James Watt was born in Greenock on
18th January 1736. His father was a
prosperous shipwright.
Watt initially worked as a maker of
mathematical instruments, but soon
became interested in steam engines.
The first working steam engine had
been patented in 1698 and, by the time
of Watt's birth, Newcomen engines were
25 Year 6 pupils who started
pumping water from mines all over the
their secondary education at St
country. In around 1764, Watt was given
Alban's Academy in September
a model Newcomen engine to repair.
were invited to attend the
He realised that it was hopelessly
Academy's Summer school in July.
inefficient and began to work to
The students were taught by improve the design. He designed a separate condensing chamber for
undergraduates from Warwick the steam engine that prevented enormous losses of steam. His first
University who were coordinated patent in 1769 covered this device and other improvements on
by Mr Richard Craske, Head of Newcomen's engine.
English at King Harold's Business By 1790 Watt was a wealthy man and in 1800 he retired and devoted
and Enterprise Academy.
himself entirely to research work. He patented several other
The sessions were based around important inventions including the rotary engine, the double-action
English and focused on creative engine and the steam indicator which records the steam pressure
writing, using and understanding inside the engine.
language devices and poetry.
Watt died on 19 August 1819. A unit of measurement of electrical
St Alban's Academy provided staff and mechanical power - the watt - is named in his honour.
to add support to the teachers
and the students, as well as to
liaise with the parents and meet
Monthly Maths Puzzle
any language needs.
The week was very successful
with a high turnout even though
Peter is twice as old as
some of the pupils were
Terry was when Peter
observing the Ramadan fast.
Last edition’s
was as old as Terry is
The students who made the most
solution:
improvement from their starting
now.
point were:
The combined ages of
7.25am
Ÿ Ammar Ibrahim
Peter and Terry are 60
Ÿ Komal Rehman
years.
Sorry, no winners!
Ÿ Abdirahim Suleiman
How old are Peter and
Well done to all for a fantastic
Terry now?
start at St Alban’s Academy!

Dates for your diary
16th October – Sixth Form Open
Evening 5 – 7pm
17th October – Open Day 9.30 –
12pm (tours around the school)
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